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$3.6 MITLION PROGRAM TQ PROVITE 532 JOBS FOR NEWARK UNEMPLOTED

Plans for a $3.6 million emerpgency federal program to provide 532 jobs to
unemrloyed reaidents of Newark wers announced today bty Mayor Xenneth A, Gibson,
The one-year program, funded through the U,S. Department of Iaber, will give _
priority to peonle who have Lost their jobs and exhausted their unemployment bemefits,
"This is a necessary efford, and It will mean nr-uch to families that have had no
steady incoms in recert months," the Mayor said at 2 Ciby Hall press confersnce,
Pand yoi, this program will scaresly dent Newark's unemployment rate, which iz
airsady at least 17 per cent and climbing steadily,™
Harry L, Wheelsr, director of mampower for tﬁe elty, said rhiring for the
program will begin Monday &t three locations in Wewark, He explained that the
program Will have three major seetions:
{1)Part-time employment program for older adults —- this will provide 10k
jobs for the elderly and handicapped, Each job will pay £3 an hour for s
20~hour week, This program will be administersd through the North Jersey
Commnity Union, 10% Charlton 5%,
(2Work experience for those 18 and over — this will provide 200 slots, and
will pay 23.%50 an heur for a 30=hour week, A snecial effort will b-e made to
recruit Suanish-snesking workers, The nrogram will be administered by the

city's Comprehensive Mampower Delivery System (OMIS), 32 Green St., with

participation of the Newark Tenante Council and Mount Carmel Guild,
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(3) Public service jobs for adults -- this will provide 228 jobz in city and state
departments, The average pay will be §7,800 with a maximm of $10,000 a year,
This will be operated through the Public Emplayment Program, 1 Lincoln Ave,

Wheeler reported the U,5, Department of labor is allocating 34h0,000 for the
older adults program, $1,065,793 for the work experience program, and §2,052,1h9
for prblic service jobs, In addition, $107,831 is being provided for administrative
costs, Tobtal cost of the program 1s $3,66%,388,

The program is set up under the Emergency Jobs and Unemoloyment Assistance
Act of 1974, A total of $875 million is being distributed throughout the nation,
with priority to areas of high uwrempyloyment, i

Under the act, Wheeler said, preference in hiring must be given to: (1)
those who have exhausted 21l nnemployment benefitss (2) those who have worked
in the past, but are inelilibls for unemployment paymentss (3) those who have
been out of work 15 wesks or more, After that, Wheeler added, the program will
take in those who have had top priority in past maipower efforis ~— the hard~core
une:ﬁployed and economically disadvantaged,

Th most cities a person must be oub of work for 30 days befere apnlyins for
the pew program, But in Newark and other places with high unemmloyment rates,
anplications will te accented after oniy 16 days of unemployment,

The new program requires & "maintenance of effort" by local govermments, This
neans the federal money cannct bhe used for jobs or services that are already
provided by the city, Mayor Gibson has assured the labor Department that the
eity, in spite of a serious budget crisis, will comply fully with the Mimitation,

As chairman of the executive board of the U,S, Confersnce of Mayors, Gibson
has lobbied in Washington for additional ewmploymesl funds for urban areas.

Another $1 billion may be asprovriated this soring under the 1S7L act,
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Eewark is also receiving special unemployment aszistance under the act,

This wlll provide another 13 weeks of benefits for those who have already used
up the 39 weeks provided by Hew Jersey Unsmployment Insurance Commisaion, In
addition, for the first time, domestic, farm and govermment workers can qualify
for 26 weeks of paymerts if they lose their jobs,

Newark is also exvected to receive help through a Jebs Cpporiunities Program,
which will expand or initiste public works projects in high-unempf!.oymnt aress,
This will be administdred through the U.S, Devariment of Commerce,

Wheeler stressed that the new three-nart pregram iz & tempnrar?, emeTrgency
arrangement promphbed by the nationwide recession and inflation, Tt will nod
provide any permmnent jobs, he said,

The program will be edministered through the existing CMDS strumciore,
The worg experience effort will be under Rev, Ralph Grant, who was named menager
of all eclity work experience programs this week by Mayor Gibson. Public service
jobs will be under Alwrin Moors, manager of the Public Hwployment Program (FEP},
Wheeler sald this will be one of the first employment oroprams run by the eity
for ths elderly, Most of them will be assigned to varlous a.gém:iea.

Fisnanic organizations will ba asked o 'elp recruit for the work exmwerience
nrogram, Yheeler said, Moat of the veople in this program will be assigped to
work in tousing projects and various agencies,

Those in the oublic service section will work with the city!s Devartments
of Public Works, Finance, Health and Welfare, and Recreation and I-Jarks, and the
Municimai Courts,

Further information about the nrogram is available from Wheeler's office in
City Hally telephone 733-0500,
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