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C.E.: Can you state your name?
E.C.: "Elgene Campbell."
C.E.: Can you tell us where you were born and also about your
childhood? ) '
- . -
\
¥ . 3 5 } /I
E.C.: "I was born in Newark, approximately forty seven years ago. I {

a . ¢ -
was born on the corner of Broonkand Spruce Street. Unfortunately, 1..€7/
was born in the house because the hospital at that time, for whatever
reason, did not think my mother was having the necessary labor pains

. . ; . Y
to be admitted into the hospital, they would not admit her and I
iy : ? ; c
went to Charlton Street school. When we moved from Broom, Street Q/‘

A
to live  on Avon Place, that's whergﬂmost of my cH‘&dhood iife.'teenage

life on Avon Place, I went to Charlton Street schpél; from Charlton
W "
Street school I went Cleveland Junior High Schos1 for a vear because
: "

1 wanted to go to.Central High school, so I did eventually go to

Central High School."

- - -

d ~
C.E.: Which college did you go to?
——=l T T .
. 4 =~ - :'T
/ ; : — G
E.C.: "Newark State Ccillege, which ishnow Kean Colle e.\xi did my

" undergraduate work.there, I did graduate work at Kean\aﬂg_lfalso aid

s — —

% i /
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. . \ : .
graduate -work at Rutgers University and M&ntclair State College."
] - — " = ——

C.E.: What honors did you receive? :
~ - s -ﬁﬁ
" kx (Vs

E.C.: "“Honors? I don't if it was honors, I think I was an average U///

. student. I was z=2cently inducted into the Hall of Fame for playing

—_——

basketball. I - if it was honors - I got honors as an athlete at

Kean College."

£ ' o

E.C.: "I think I became an Acting Superintendent because of my

ANCTHER "f
fprevlous bacquound!as Admlnlstratlve Assistant to other Superintendent

| P

C.E.: What steps did you take to become an Acting Superintendent?

-

going back - middle seventies, then I was a Deputy Superintendent-

for a Superintendant, ard I think with that type of background, it

permitted me to a acquire this pfesent position as Acting Superintendent."
. i BT

" i T d
C.E.: What are your responsibilities?

-

L
E.C.: "As the Superintendent of Schools in Newark, it's somewhat
different. You'll note that on my title is Executive Superintendent,

we have what is called,Unlt Control and most school districts have a
Superintendent. have E‘Secretary to the Board and you may have a
Business Manager, but in the cxty of Newark, because a law that was
passed in t‘e 70's, all oﬁ\fhat becaﬁe = all tgnt came under one

individual, the Executive Superintendent so I am responsible for the
/

-~
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entire district. I am responsible for pOﬁO employees.! I am responsible
56,000 students|in the schcol system." —
' I T '
3 _
C.E.: What new iniatives are you taking in_education...? (Unclear) 39
E.C.: "Some of the new iniatives that we are attempting to have is - for J
(%]
the next school yeaﬂ we are very much concerned about having an early - Qi

*
i
program for children, having an all day kindergarten program. We want
binkes Sy s ;
A . tr i\
to increase our aftérschool program, we want to increase the_pmount'of
e >

art and music that- are in the school. Those.are some of the things that

’ . £ 1y
we are fighting desperateli to have, to make ¢thanges in the school ,/JF

system."
.
C.E.: Does an Elective Board help or hurt education? .
¥ ' . : ' !
E.C.: "I think an Elective'Board can hélp because it gives the people, 3

¢

the citizens an opportunity to particigife in the selection of Board
A T : i =
Members. Unfortunately - the most unfortunate part about it is that
, ]

the citizens do not participate that much in a Board election, that's

the unfortunate part. It also gives the citizens an opportunity to

participate in the selection of the budget. I think that's very, very

important, very _ _ g e that's one opportunity 53
a citizen can have to“ﬁetermine what shall be placed on education in
% W ff
the city. They, vote on the budget.~ They can either vote yes for it
n“ e -

or they can’vote no for ity _ Thls last electle\on April 2nd, 1985

e A

was the first time since we have had an ElectlY? School Board that the
i B i\

budget was passed'by the citizens in the city of Newark, so to some
: e _
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extent I feel very proud of that, preparing a program based’ on some of
th;‘programs that I outlined to you moments agof;bout some of my new
iniatives and we wént out spéaking‘?n that to the citizens, informing
them of it. I should also tell you thﬁt“the'SUpéfintendent can not
tell someone to vote yes or no for the budgét, we can only bring forth
the progfams of what's going to be:out there and tﬁen the pecple have
S to make up their own minds, make a decision as to which way they

[s // -
would like to go, as to what their vote is going to be."

s
C.E:: What is "UBS?
E~C.: "PUBS is an organizafion. People United for Bettzer Schools. It's
~a group, to my knowledge, that's made up of individuals in the city,
+
(3] 3
many are members of some of the bargain units union groups at the

r
Board of Education.’

'

C.E.: Are you included? . ) \

y 8

E.C.: "No, I am not a member of the program." =
[ C.%.: Can you tell us something about your background...
f.e' % : - =
/ . T\ 2 )
E.C.: "I started out 1960 as a teacher.- I taught at Cleveland Scheol,

it was interesting, the school that I once attended, I went back as
®s T ="

7 e i 552
a teacher. _I taught for app{;xlmately eighk _or nine years.. I\Q?came

a prinicpal of a summer school. Interesting I was principai of }
; ; -
‘First Avenue School in the summer. Former Board president Mr. Harold
- = ‘/ "
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Ashley was very much concerned about having more African Americans
serving as principals. He called and asked me if I had my certification

as a principal and I told\himﬁyet. So_he asked me to apply for a
position, ‘which I did and I became priﬁcipal of a Summer School then
i

" after that I became principal of a private school in Newark called

# ;
Newark Prep School. I stayed there for a very short time because

I was involved in some community organization and one of these

-groups had become very aCthE in a school called Robert Treet School

which is now Marcus Garvey and they were hav1ng some problems there,”
- j

with the administration and\a vacany OCcured there, they needed a

prlnc1pa1 and a vice principal anu I became principal of Robert Treet

school which is now Marcus Garyey School gnd from that I began to

”
move on to other positions in Central offices. Although, I have

been in the Central office on more than one occasion, every now and

then I gc ‘back to a schoel. So I was princiéal offphitman Street '
School, and befrore coming into this positien I was principal of

Evin ™

camden Street School."

C:E.: Can you tell us some of the programs “éhat took place in Marcus
Garvey School?
E.C.:t "Same of ﬁhe'programs that took place in Ha&cu;_Garvey School?
I guess one of the most dynam}énﬁrograms that ydu get at Marcus
Garvey school is the African free Scbpp} nhich was a program that
- encumbers the : Newark\community.gffort éﬁ&lhaving students 103

followina the.particular curriculum that was based oqdﬁn African
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or an African thought process of having '‘a greater degree of discipline

. -~
and following a curriculum that gave a greatjof information and 106
knowledge about African history-and a better understanding, in my
opinion, of African and American B ' 108
*C.E.: What are s~me of the advantages of having a Superintendant

S 109
: d 7 = ) -«

E.C.: "I don't know. I gJuess that someone from outside of Newark
would probably tell you different 2 . Having someone /;}D

*within the city, I think tnéy have a greater unéerstandinq or let me
back up- ﬁhey have a gréater knowledge of the different problems. They"
should have a greatef dnderstanding.of the problem too. It is one
thing to be able there is a prpblem, there is another thing to under-

stahd the problem."

. '

N
o

What does the tetm‘“A_New Day" ‘yean?

)]
E.C.: "A New Day", I guess "A New Day" for me would be for the children

at risk to be able to feel comfortable that they are going to receive

the same education that most children who are not at risk. Let me

clarify something. Chifdren at risk are those poor minority students

‘African Americans - Blacks, Hispanics, who do not have the same

v

opportunity to achieve as those children who may live in White
American suburbs." e : 3 ; 'ﬁ\

/

e

C.E.: Is this "A New Day" of educa?}on in Newark in terms of solving
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the problems.in Newark schools?

E.C.: "I think it's "A New Day" in understanding the problems, and yes,
in trying to briné soﬁg resdiution to them, because I think what this
administration an this Board is trying éo do is to bring the pebple
together, so they can have better understanding, so they could see
greater rescolution to a problem.. At one time, there was a group,
including your Director, wé worked very cloéely in trying to make some
changes in this éify. One of t%e changes that tock place,“in_'Gé-f'?O
was to change the political places in the city of Newark and that
particular time, the number one priority wa; education and the Mayéff-
Gibsoﬁ at that partfcular time, for the next few years after that was
saying educationhwés the number one priority. Somewhere aiong the Liné
education did not remain aslthe number one priority. I think iﬁ was
'push@d aside. The New Day for us is to make education the number one
priority. You go into any city and if the city  is doing very weil,
you'll see that theirlgﬁucatiqn Bysﬁﬁp is doing very well because it
would take a strong educationél sygtéﬁ, one that was that is very

> )
positive to that which is'necessafk, to really uplift the city, so
there are products coéing out of that particular school system which
is well vegsed and would be able to take over the necessary postions,
jobs, fhaii?relout there 'in the city, and ;lso to be able to develop

the minds of the youth, to have the vision to bée able to make the

~

. : R et

nécessary}changea in-a system.to.hake:it a new day, a better day." .
. / o =

'

C.E.: How is the Board of Education

149

4
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E.C. "I think 'this Board of ‘Education has shown that they are very much

concerned with having the students ; because they have 150

some resolution 151

this particular school year that agEointed students to serve on the

committees and also .a student served on the Board. They is a student

respresentatlve right on the Board of Educatlon, £ 153

is a student over at University High School has been appointed to the

Board of Education, selected by the leaders of the students, who selected

» -

her as the person to serve on the Board, that's, one example. I think

another example is this Board of Education indicating through this

- -
administration _nose particular. programs that are student orien -

advocates for the students to see that we ccould make things better
than what they have been." :

¥

C.E.: What role does politics play at the Board?

E.C.: "Politics plays a’significant role, not only at this Board of
Education but.in everything thing else that we do most our lives.
Y s : . . :

The medicine that you take was a political decision, the air that

. b =
‘you are presently breathing is a political decisicn qpﬁ the education

that you are receiving is a political decision. It's a part of us,

ver
it! S 2 part of life in America. Politics is very, verxﬂlmportant. Now

that does demean politics,’ that it is soqethlng bad, 1t can be, but

1t also can be somethlng 9051t1ve too, as. to how we treat it, how we

do not ‘let someone ]ust take advantage of us because their political
L 5

We also need !o politicize dufselves, and be ablg to 169

knew what we®should be voting for, and what we shouldn't be Vot1qg for.
. . -
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I think we should always vote and may.you‘choose to vote yeah or nay,
but we shogld cast our ballots-toc show how we feel about a particular »
itém and through that politics becomes positive."
C.E.: How you respond to-the comment that the Board of Education has
failed Newark stidents? 174
E.C.: "Well, I think to a certain extent the Board has failed, the
Church has failéd, the city QOvernhent has failed. I think if there
is any particular failure, it ﬂas not been any one particular institution
Failure has been a result of different institutions, their inability DE/_
communicate with each other, to un&erstand - to have education as a
number one priority: -I don't think we have failed, I think that we :
have not déne our best and I ;hink we need to find the ways that we need to
come together as as I indicated before to make an improvement in the
educatipn system; but nét only do we.neéd to make an improvement in ‘the
education system, we neégﬂa general_img{ovement'in our city. I am
somewhat taken back when T 1éave out gf-ﬁy house, I live in the South
ward, if I want to walk déwn Bergen st}eet, it is sémetimes frightening
to walk down Bergen Street. I see children your age sort of walking
about likebzombies, drugs seem to have tagen over many of our young
lives. Thi;'wholé mach& ima;e that samé of ué‘try to have has caused,
I think significant p;bblpms with our youths. I think the communication

system in the media haé.causegjsome“significant problems. The type

of individual that we wantsto try to emulate 3@ this particular moment,

you know really causes some problems with me stsonally. As a parent

]
i

!
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I am very upset with : o 195

200 I Is the Board going to review the bussing situation?
5 "Yes, we will review if we - I don't know if we have a problem
with "bussing situation”. In some of our areas like the Vailsburg area

is somewhat overcrowded at the moment, and some of the students have

"to be bussed from the Vailsburg area into an area that's less populated

where the school is not useé as much and that has happened in the

e -

Véils;arg area. We have looked at that area and we are still lookingf
We even hired consultant to go up'khere to look at the.area of

the Vailsburg beéause there is’a possibility that a new high school
might be built there. It hés.not been an éasy task, Yes, we are
looking at the bussing situation, but 1 do not believe personally

that after’ we have reviewed‘somé of the data, there are students there

who perhaps do pot belong, there may be a few, but I think the

bussing will probably continue.™ ) . \\
- ““I . )
C.E.: Is the Board considering an issuing an Annual State of the 211
People?
B.C. "Yes. I ‘am working on~@ report now that we will have out, citizens

of the - to the Board and then 6ut to the citizens of Newark."

v

" ) - . - 2 %
C.E.: What is the Curreton Program? 2w

. !

: "The Curreton Program - you are asking me now about - that's a
. 7 !

m
]
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commercial program per se, I don't é;rticularl;\like to d;al with any
commercial program because I don't want any one person or company to
think fhat I am‘in faugf of any one program over another. 1 happen
to know George Curreton, he's from Newark, he has a phonetic program

that is used for decoding words."

-

C.E.: Do you think it should be __ - 219
E.C.: "The Curreton Program has been _ 221
C.E:: What should  Newark ~students have to look forward to in

" v 1222

'E.C.: " An administration that's véry much concerned about working

together wlth the students, the parents, the community at large. An

admlnlstratlon that wants to sit down and taU(w1ﬁ1thestudents to find

R

. out their particular interest.and be able to\hhare their commonaltles
an

and be able to share problems and to share resolve some of the

_problems that we have, and also to be look;ng out for good things

that we could possibly do together.”

C.E.: How come the city e i . ] 229
Nt
r .- ;O ;
E.C.: "I can no( answer that guestion.” s . T
] . \-.
-'-/I

C.E.: What are some of the problems Newark students 230

/
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E.C.: "I think some of our problems that we' have faced is how are
going to have a system that will basically guarantee that our students
come out with_a bas;s education and do not come out failing minimum
tests. That's one of the problems. I think.another problems is
just dealing with the whole érea of self respect which again is beyond
the school system itself, but it invélves the entire community and to
think about some positive attitudes with goals and values in mind as to
where we are going. I think that's'imporfant for our students and

community." RS ’ ey

CuBEin . il i 242/

E.C.: "I think they are all - for awhile have - they have not been in
the best light. I would hope that we are now moving towards. arresting

those particular problems that we have had. Now we have some programs '
4 r

_and some students who have done very well We are very. proud of the
fact that we have Arts High School - Vanessa is in Arts High- they
. -~ -
came out number one in a recent drama competition and Science High

school did éxtremely well in their debating teams in operation. We 252

are very proud of some of

[
£ -~ i -
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E.C.:_ “... some people who have decided to go on to post secondary
schools, to secretarial schools, trade type, into college. We are
happy with that. It's no; a éotal alsmal picture. We just feel — we
just think and know not only it's a feeling but‘we think and know,

thefe's more that can pe done and that's what we are trying to do,

that little bit more." . &

E.Quz "Well,.I indicated to you for the 1985 -86, I want to start off
dealing first with those.little kindergarten children and have me some //‘ ‘
" all day kindergérten ﬁroqram. Alad, I am going to look for an after ‘C/
school ‘type program to have 'for those students who are latch-key
students, you know the latch;key students, those students whose
parents are working and no ng;e to go afteﬂ&school, we find that
that's a very important area. We want to Qééé.those_tgtorial programs #J
. for students to say, "Hey, I know where I-¢can go for help, and it's }%Tﬁ
right in my school because I happen to know there are people there who
can help me,". Also, I want the students to feel comfortable, saying
"Well they hévé t;'stud;,aftég doi;g our work; theré[s a place in school
where we could do some oth;}“things too, maybe we could learn some
arts and érafts:.ye could léarn some-parficular games that we always
wanted to learn.? Maybe our‘barents cogiﬁ cdme-%ﬁpk into the
school and ﬁaybe they could use part of the schsol‘sg do certain

; v
things.“ Qur schools should never closefand we are very much interested
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.in having the schools open after the regula?\school da§ and carry /

right over into the evening and some positive programs that the

community can utilize."
~ -

-~ C.B. & What 1s your over all personal opinion of the Newark schools?

\\
E.C.: "I think the students are fantastic, most children are. I
have never met children who a;eibad.hthey are a&l'good including
us in the city of'NewaTk;t‘I think the unfortunate part is that some --l
e f us_gd?}ys have gotFeg_;n thg ﬁax and have not given them the.préper
understanding and_préper gﬁiﬂance that maybe necessary for them to ///_
lead positive adult lives and this is the way I by I look forward
to the students ﬁo{‘ T, think you have a very importﬁnt task.ligou
have to become a little more challénginq. We have a homework policy
and I am amazed at some of the.students who I see cdming out of the
schoﬁls a;d they don'ﬁ have any homework. Well, you can not let a
f . .

teacher send you out without having any homework, because yod need

sy y i
a little extra, you need that homework. The research has shown that

Wost students who do homewbrk and do iE;bn a consi§£ent_basis. they

are more apt to succeed than those who do-not and I respect research,

I think it-has proven to us that when someone sits down and goes

through th% process of sggdyiné someth{qg; fhey-usually become - they
usually hit it given somemp;étty good advice. Résea:ch has shown- I think -

that that's important."

/ 9 ;.- ii. ! _\&I

C.E.: Can you tell us something about your sports background?
= ’ /
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E.C.: "My sports background. Well, interestingly when I was - I played

basketball in high school, Central High School, but when I played
™

bashétball, I played with, I consider super giants, not necessarily

— ~ physically giants because I was tall but fellows who were very good. I
played against Clecf Hill, who's from Newark, we are about the same

‘age, he's an old man like me now, but ‘he's perhaps one of the best

basketball players, I have ever seen in my life. rNow, when I was

at Central, I could maybe get a game or two and play, but when I went «

\ ' o college I played .with the fellows who - I was a super giant to them

because they didn't have the |type of background&that I had coming //f_
. )
from the city of Newark., See, im the city of Newark, you are going £?

to find real tough compéetition and permitted me to have the necessary

background when I did go to college, that I was somewhat ahead of the
fellows who I played with. - against - with because of the type of

background we had in the city of Newark."
: f .

L : . \\ :
C.E.: When did you decide you were going'to teach?
< -

E.C.: "I had made up my mind when I was in Central that I had two or

three ambitions really. First, I wanted to be a dentist and I saw

) that that ﬁaén't going tgg wqy 2§ thougﬁ; beéause of trying to get into
college, or trying to thtq.colleqe. Then at Cehtral, I took up
i ) enqinéering Inss X wanted‘to go‘inﬁéﬁqréhitectural design and a friend -
$22R4 I hooked up fith a friend iqkh;éh£séhdnl and weg?ecided to either go
_— ) . into the army for 20 years or let's teach, so we\argued back and forth

- - et > . 2
about going into the army because at that time we had promotion twice
' /



Eugene Campbell
page 16

/ \ “ -
a year in January and June and T was part of that'Jaﬁﬁéry group, so that
meant that I couldn't go to college right away, college would not start
until September, so we.said,q&ook I was seventeen years of age, Joe
was eighteen and someone had convincéd us if we go inta the army, you
will retire at a very early age. They said 37 you are young, you could

retire tweaty years in the aimy, so I said that's not bad, and they

said really, said yeah, you go in it's 20 years, so we went down to

[t

ioin the army, so I said you -join first and 1'l)l join after you, we
] y : r Y

played a silly game with each ofhér, so we sidod outside the army

-

recruitirs station talking "you go", "No, you go", so I think we

ended up golng to the movies that day.” I went and got a ]bb instead.
P

We both went and qot a job. We started savinc our money and we 5{»¢33

decided to go to school. I went to Newark State College and he went

to Upsala College. He's now principal and I am riow principal

and now Superintendant."

P v

C.E.:. Thanks for the interview. \ \
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Mr. Eugene Campbell, Acting Superigtendent of Newark Schools
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Nicole Morris -~ Reporter
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C.E.: Who did we interview today? -

N.M.: "Eugene Caﬁbbell."

C.E.: Where did we interview him?

N.M.: "We interviewed him at the Board of Education office, in his
‘office."

C.E.: What was the atmosphere like? What was the room that we were
like?

N.M.: "It was like cpmfo}table, alloi of chairs, and couches."

’ )
C.E.: Can you describe-Di,ﬂEugene.Campbﬁ%l?- .
"\_I i -
n L} "’,.I 4 - "
N.M.: He's very down-to-earth, very intelligent.
C.E.: What is the main idea of the story?
PR -
" N.M.: "Basically, he was”just telling us half about himself and half

about the prq?leﬁs - really I guégs.abputjthe Board of Education, he

e H

was telling ubs things the Bgérd of "Education dggh\and goes through."
J

in

e



Mr. Eﬁgene Campbell - ; - s *

Debriefing

page 2 r .
_ o _ o ~
C.E.:  Where did Dr.. Eugene Campbell grow up?
N.M.: "He grew up in \!f]'ewark." B
— = C.E.: Do you remember the streets that he said he was born on?
\ ;
N.M.: "Spruce." -
C.E.: What schools did he go to?’ :
e .
\
N.M.:  "He attend=d Charlton Sfreet School, Cleveland, Central and
- . for college, I think Kean."’
v .
' C.E.: How old - approximately did he say he was?
N.M.: "He's, about forty seven."
" = £ N
C.E.: How did Mr. Campbell get involved or rather get the job of
. Acting Superintendent? —
- N.M.: "He gotlit through, I think the CUN he said, the organization
CUN. " T R X
C.E. 3 What were some of the occupp;ien§ — what are some of the
f g i 2 .\'\
previous occupations that Mr. CQprell-has had?z - ;
o . ; >
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N.M.: "He's been a principal and a basketball player."

C.E.: What schools were he principal of?

N.M.: "Marcus Garvey, Newark Prep, and I think that's about it."

C.E.: What are some of the things that the Board of Education is

doing for the children of Newark?

.M_.: "They are .starting a kindergarten program and they hope to start
an after school program for iatch-key kids."

. v

C.E.: What are latch—kef kids?

N.M.:" "That's kids whose parents work, after school they have like

\

nowhere to, go." g

g S

C.E.: How do you feel about the Board oﬁ‘Education? ~What do you
)
feel they are doing for the children of Newark?

N.M.: "I think in the past they might - I don't think they have

really done that” much but fﬁey_seem to be'doing stuff now."

\

T - -
C.E.: How did Mr. Campbeli.apprOQQh,thé topic about the problem in -
f - e ; ; angt
Newark's schools? N - - \\\

___/I\
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N.M.: "I think he approached it -.-diplomatically. I think he - being -,
growing up in Newar&s he had a lot of experience, so he really knew
what 'he was talking about, éspecially since he-worked in the schools
as principals and also he worked in a prep school."

C.E.: What do you think of his opinion of what_should be done to help

Newark's schools?
“.M.: "I think he's'going out and doing that pretty well."

C.E.: What advantage does Mr. Campbell have over other previous

.

superintendents?

N.M.7 "He lives in Newark, he grew up in Newark, he knows their

problems - Newark's problems." .

C.E.: Could you paraphrase a statement that.Mr. Campbell said in the
-

)

interview about ... ? -
N.M.: "He said there's a difference between knowing a problem and
understanding it." s .

e

C.E.: How do you feel about thag?: = - ;
’ , 2 =YL &
) \ E < \
N.M.: "I agree with him. When you know a probigg)exist, you know it

exists, but I mean in order to solve it, you should understand it."
: ¥ 2
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N.M.:

c<E. -

N.M.:

What is the Cureton Program?

"It was a method of breaking down words."
= -

Where has it been used?

"Marcus Garvey School and it's still being used in different

Lt

- parts of Newark."

Can you tell me a little about Dr. Campbell athletic background?

"He played basketball ,early in his life before he became

interested in the education field and also he's going to be inducted -

in the

Hall of Fame. He:'played at Central High."

C.E.: What are some of the schools where Dr. Campbell was principal?
: ¢ ' . .
vz R o
N.M.: "He was principal at Marcus Garvey and Neéwark Prep and Clinton
; L .
and Camden Middle School." J <
C.E. In what year did he teach at Cleveland High School?
i -
N.M.: He taught in 1968." i
e ‘ - s .l; - ) N
B O Are you sure’? .S _ i £, \\
. ‘_/’.-
N.M. "1960."
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C.E: For how'many years?

N.M. "He taught for edight years."

C.E: As a whole, what is your opinion of Dr. Campbell? !

-

N.M.: "As I stated before, I think he's a dcwn-to-earth and very

talented person?

e -

C.k.: Can you give us a more broader opinion?

N.M.: "He seemed to be a - 'what do\you mean by what kind of person?

He was honest and diplomatic, if you can be both things at the same

Ctime. .

G

C.E.:. He mentioned that he had several: positions before he became

" Atting Superintendeat. Could you name seme?\

H
! \
N.M.: "He was principal for'other‘schoolsf/He was a Deputy Superintendent’
and Administrator of Schools."
C.E.: How dolyou'feel abouE?Dr. Campbell being Acting Superintendent
of Newark schools? 4 )
r ’ : e’ &
/ . ; F Ty
N.M.: "I think be's doing a prébty good job, I think he's doing okay."

\
. ]

il



B Mr. Eugene Campbell : ' Y - v s

A :
Debriefing
’ page 7 ’ . .
4 . i ; .
- el /- O\
C.E.: Why do you say that? £
N.M.: "Because of the programs he's int:educing.”
C.E.: €Goduld you give me a summary, like a introduction?

-

N.M.: "First I would - the very first thing I would say is about
the atmosphere and how he impressed me and then I would say -something
about him and -his work with the Board of Educdation and mention that

-
he had athletig backg ound."

.

AN [
' C.E.: How did he impress you when you first mét him?
4 a
N.M.: “Physically? I noticed that he is tall and he looks very -
23
younger than he is actually, and I noticed his moustache and beard,
he's over all very handsome. Hg had very intense eyes." .
- . — .
C.Ef: Okay, how did he impress you emotionally? How did he appeal
X o
]
to you. N —
/N.M.: FHé gave me the impression that he's a man of the people. He
\ f b " : - '
; really cared about the people's live§, the commﬁnlty's needs, -he
cares about that too." 1
. & oy L Y r,
C.E.: What did he say to give you #that impressionA_ S oWy

- . J

"The programs he is trying to introduce, opening up schools t
- - / .
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children and the things that - kindergarten - just the over all things
he said."

e ¥ ==
C.E.: Did he impresé you as somebody who knows anything about kids?
N.M.: "Yes, he 8id, just from wha® he said. He's a parent, that

helps and also he was born in Newark, so he understands our problems."

C.E.: How would you contrast someone who grew up in Newark and someone
/ : = -
who grew. up in another town?

NTM.: “If you grow up in Newark, you know the problems. If you don't

.you're just a bystander. You might know our problems but you don't

understand them."

C.B.: Have you ever met, anybody who wasn't from Newark that understood.

N k ; X
what's happéning in the education system? S ) : \\
"{_1
N.M.: "Not .really. They tried to understand but they” just couldn't

get the full - I think."

L 4

- P -

C.E.: Why do you think it's good for soﬁgone who grew up in Newark to
be the Superintendent of Newark's Schools more than someone didn't?
! L 2} i *

f i = > \\
N.M.: "Because like I said, they understand\the - - because most

likeTy they haven't faced these kinds of problems. In Newark, we /

face a lot of problems and we have a lot of get over."
= /



—

Mr. Eugené Campbell T o v "
Debriefing
page 9

4 \ .
€.E.: Like’what kind of problems? Is ther® one that's vivid in

your mind, you think that's different?

™ -
N.M.: "The problem with youth. They have nothing to do and the
problem with the teachers, nét understanding the students and not
caring about them. *The curriculumslthey have, the type of
education they offer us. People from outside Newark can't under-

» -

stand that. Most likely, if we talk about other sOperintendents

they probably came from prep schools and were well-off.

C.E.: What if they were just from another city?
N.M: "Because every city has its own-problems- Montclair is
not as deprivéd as Newark, it's a big difference so they probably

think it's just the Newark- kids, when it's not."

r .

C.E.:- Do you think he was:proud of Ngwarﬁ:s students, being a‘
= g 3 5
product of Neyark himself? )
. 5
N.M.: "Yeé, I think he was. I tﬁink he was pretty proud of.them
maybe he had to say that."
. 3 . 3 -
C.EB.: what.are some of‘;he}problems in Newark's ;chools?
- = L5 -'-.: s .
N.M.: "Prob<;m5 with the tbachers noﬁfbaring'&hsut the students
\ :

and not the right relationship, they don't uﬁdérfﬁand each other and

/
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sometimes in Newark's schoeols, we have a lot of teachers who are not in

Newark, they don't come from Newark, so that's a big problem right ‘ &
there, they don't “understand the problems, they think it's just a
bunch of poor illiterate kids, so they don't try to really teach
them anything." !
C.B.x So would you say that's the same as having a superintendent .
that's not from Newark? .
) = - _ . B 4

N.M.: "I guess it depends on how understanding you are, how much you //f-
want to help."

‘ e i
C.E.: Do you know a lot of teachers that are not from Newark, that -
are teaching in Newark? :
N.M.: "Yes, I do." S ' ; -
C.E.: How do you feel about them? o 2l . -

i
N.M.: ‘"I think it's okay, because I.am fortunate to have teachers
who really care and try to make' the students progress."
T ~Z
-.A'" - .

C.E.: If you had something good to say about the Newark schools, what
would you sir? : i o T, . - =

; , SR Ta

\.
N.M.: "I would say they are trying hard. They/%re trying to push

success more now, they are starting, to understand that they have to
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offer a better curriculum for Newark students. to ever su&ceed. I think
maybe some bad choices were made in terms of teachers and Board of
Education directors and~they didn't try soon enough, they should have

stopped.this problem a long time ago.h

C.E.Y Do you think they will be able to overcome that in the next two

.

to four years? s -
N.M.: "It's possible; part of the thing is offering more things for .
— e

youtns, that's part of the problem."

C.E.: If you had access to column that was going to speak to teachers, the
people that were going to earn a lot of money through Newark's school
systems, and they were wondering whether the students in Newark really
cared, that they were putting their money in, what would you say to

them? .

LY
. N.M.: "That if given the chance Newark's stgdents can succeed-and - then
)
I would show them students who do and show them that rnot all Newark
students are .stupid.”

(BLANK SECTION OF TAPE)+.seeqsseetbscesecivenfosnsosnannsassessoncnssesa

"

C.E.: What is Dr.’;ampbellls responaip;LLEQ as’ Superintendent?

. N EARAE

N.h.: "He's in charge of the curriculum and things like that and the

!
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students.”
C.E.: Would you say there"is_something'ﬁ@ffefent about the way the

Board was 6rganized and the Executive Superintendent?

What are some of the things that you could think about the atmosphere

-

we interviewed him in?

N.M.: "I noticed there were a lot of éﬁctnxes on - of children on the

wall-ip his office and in hall he had pictures of Science ﬁiqh Debatihg

Team, the awards they have achieved."
. o

»

C.E.: What are some of the achievements he mentioned that-some of the

Newark schools have achieved?

]

.

N.M.: "Well, Arts High'came-fir;t place in tﬁe the Drama Competition,
Clty Wide~ Competitlon and Science ngh won a' lot of champlonshlps in
the Debatlnq Team, they are like ome of the besé\%n the country and
University High recently- I mean the Board rece?tly had a — installed

. .
a student from University High to be a member of the Board of Education."

C.E.: Anything else.you would like tq add? What did you want to get

-7 | \
out this interview before you met Dr Campbell? Did you want to find

out what kind.of man he was?

.

N.M.: "I thought he might be phony

L
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C.E.: Why did you think that?
N.M.: "Because of the problems I have heard about other Boards, I
just didn't trust ..." '
e —~
C.E.: What did he say that changed your mind?
R ;
N.M.: "I think it's the programs he trying to - answers to the questions
he gave us." i -
X . %
C.E.: Was there any dramatic turning'point in the interview?
! N.M.: "When he began to tell me about the different programs, and he
gave me his overall opinion of Newark's students and how they really
5 did achieve a lot."
? ‘
. (, C.E.: So you walked away with what™kind of impréﬁsidn?
. .‘. : . -
. i . ) _'_/J
N.M.: "I guess I was impressed. 1 was relieved to see that he really
cares about Newark's students."
£ ¢
¥ - -~ -
/ . - 4 .
i C.E.: You think the kids are in good hands now?
N.M.: "Yes, well I h;ven't seen the re%giof“tbg administration so I

couldn't exactly say that. I think I would like to méet a\ few more of
o o ' /

the Board members.to make a final decision.” -
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C.E.:_ Do you think more kids “hould get to meet the Acting Superintendent?
N.M.: "Yes, I do." =

C.E.:! Did you know Dr. Columbus Sally?

-

N-M.: "No, I didn't." )
C.E.: How would you contrast the two? "
S .
N.M.: "I couldn't really exactly say. I had no personal experience

with' Dr. Columbus Sally so I couldn't really base that decision; I

can't go by what I have read because that's like mixed too."

C.E.: What do you beldieve?

’ ‘
N.M.: T don't really think he did that~much peréona%%y from evefything
I read..." =< B

)
p
—

C.E.: This guy's not doing anything?

- - -

- -

’ 2
N.M.: "He might, yes he might, I tﬂiﬂk so."

C:E,: Why? / ‘ ; o AL 5o .
! ' \ g E \\

— - : )
N.M.: ‘"Because of the.way he spoke, but then again power doeéfa lot

= : /
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to you, so you never know. I mean you start off being a good person

but then you see all the money and how further you can get, like he
might see that he could be a sefmtor, so he might decide to play into

somebody else's hand and forget what he believes in, but T don't

think|he will do that."

C.E.: In your personal experience how would you rate some ef these
programs in Newark that are some of the ‘top brocram? Are they built

to strengthen the students or what do you think about that whole

: \ 8

competitive programs?
N.M.:"Some of these programs -they only accept a certain number of

¢ students so your chance of getting'in is limited and the way they choose
is like - they choose you by mainly what you do academically and that's
not always rlqht becauwse you ‘don't know a student personally, mavybe

someone who has a C ot D average, once ycu cultivate them and work with

tha student, they might have a potentia: A average.“‘\

g
)
C.E.: Do you think they really care? -
¥N.M.: "Some people do and_some people don't."’ .
T I
.C.E.: I am talking about the people fuﬁning these programs?
v - 0 S, g ‘
/ _ z g o
N.M.: "No, probably not.' They have to éb this systematica??g-"

i : )
/
—
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C.E.: Well, if you were the Superintendent what woﬁld you do?

N.M.: "I would make up a variety of programs - some for the Gifted and
Talented, some of everyone and some for the students who are not so
gopd academically."

C.E.: And what would you aim at with that student that didn't seem

in the beginning?

- -

kY . : 2.5
N.M.: "I would find ways to teach, I_would work with them. on what's

e

giving them problems and I wouldn't work with them on the level of

Jther students, I would take them personally on their own level. I
would work with them individually. That's part of the problem in Newark

they make students work on one level and' that's not right, the kid

who is not that smart, will be - baffled and the k1d that's smart wllf

SCIY')

C.E.: Do you think think they miss any of the smgit‘kids with these
o

never get- anywhere’."

tests too?

N.M.: "Sometimes. The way a_ student is .taught -like 7in many of these

i
advanced schools, they might not work with some of the things on the
test, they mlght work with dlfferpnt thlngs You have some students
who are better at advayced math than at Simple math and that could

. N

create a problem." . \

- J!
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C.E.: Do you think all these teachers are advanced?

N.M.: "No, some of these teachers probably don't even deserve to be

teachers. I would like to balance out what I just said. The teachers

‘aren't all bad, sometimes you get students who don't want to learn.

For example students who don't want to go anywhere."

e
CiEss Do you have a vivid example?
s ' 3
\
N.M.: "If you have a carlng teacher and a student doesn t want to
learn that creates a problem, the teacher tries to push the student
* put if the student doesn't want to learn, then they won't .learn."

¥

C.E.: How do you think teachers feel when they prepare a lesson and
B stuff like that and the kids.really don't care?
£ 7 v
) r, N.M.: "They get annoyed and they, stop- trying hé{der which is bad because
you might have a student who wants to learn ouf of*a big group who
5 sl

doésn't and that student won't learn."

X C.E.: How does that student feel,you_think?

' - “2
i N.M.: "She stops caring also." -
i E ST ‘
’ ; i —~ : =

C.E.: Do you know of any students\Tike that? ' \\

— . 3 - Yy
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N.M.: "Yes, I have seen students like that, but I am in an atmosphere
where a lot of students do want to learn.” -
G B Canﬂyou give us an example of one person without mentioning any
names?
N.M.: . That wants to learn?

- -
C.E.: That does not want to learn?

.

- .

N.M.: "I'know someone with the initials R.H."

C.E. How does this person act in class? '
N.M.: They seek attention/ part of it is some studentsg just to come

to school to Ee‘popular to be with it, they‘den‘t-care aboé{ anytbihg

else but being with it. They want to be "in" and they doR'k want to

.

-

learn.”

C.E.:¥ Would you say it's the students fault for his or her attitude?

¥ =4
N.M.:, "No, I mean there‘home-atmosphere must: have something to do with
it, their parents, you know." 7 ’ i oAl :
v \ - s K ‘\\
o . ' ) . )
C.E.: How did Mr. Campbell feel about what you just said? sk

- = /
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C.E.: What werersome of the things he said about? the parents responsibility

'~ for the students? _ , -~

: Y -
N.M.: "Parents should try to get involVed too, really work with their

kids in order to achieve anything.”

C.E.: Anything else? =3

N M. “NO." [ = ‘
. . -

(



