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(In Chambers)

COURT: Gentlemen, Mr. Fusco has requested a con-
ference in chambers on the record.

MR, SILBER: Mr. Fusco. has been appointed by our
office to handle the cases scheduled before you on Friday.
As Your Honor knows, I am leaving the office and I am .
going to Califormia,

Mr. Fusco has been designated the Prosecutor to
prosecute the Order to Show Cause and Contempt in regard
to Gerry Clark, Michael Callan, and Harris David. .

MR, FUSCO: There was one other thing, Your Honor, .
that I did wish to place on the record out of the presence
of the people outside. . .. . .. . ... ;... b U

I observe& coming in here today a number of people
outside in th'g*"lgavllway and in the courtroo%q:‘l:*_t?a'_elf. I
know that there is going to be some emotion if the Court
does impose sentence today and ;hog§pw111 probably be
even more emotion between the people in the audience and
the people outside if there is a custodial sentence im-
posed, R S wdverr . goadi % . S s

I would suggest, strongly, to the Court that addi-
tional security be placed im and about the courtroom just
in case there is any flareup of the people outside,. in
the courtroom or. in the hallway, I am sure Your, Homor is

aware and I have read the transcript that there have been
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outbursts at previous hearings before Judge Herbert.

There have been People standing and making comments
to the Court. There have been repeated outbursts of
laughter; people out here will get emotionally involved
I am sure with whatever happens and for the safety of the
Court and all the people in the Court, I thimk that it is
imperative that Your Homor take some measures wvhichever

you deem appropriate under the circumstances for the

safety of everybody here."

MR, BERGSTEINt Your Homor, I object to this matter

being held in camera. I see no 'reason for it. to be held

in camera. SR
Boprayee 0

If the Prosecutor haa';ono'ronarksrlikc that, let hinm
make it on the record before the people in the a#dionco.

COURT: Anything else? - ‘- '« 'u -

MR. Fusqgﬁwwgothin; else, - it

COURT: Very well, Let's go outside and hear the -
pleas,

(Court in session.) - -+

COURT: Good morning, gentlemen, are you ready; I |
will hear you,

Who speaks first?

MR. MELNIKOFF: ' Your Honor, Mr, Hemry is the first
named defendant in the imdictment., I guess I will speak é

first for Mr, Henry,' > = v KAl S
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Your Honmor, today is the return date of the

sentencing for Toby Henry who has been charged with civil

contempt, We &ppeared before this Court on December 18th

at which time a Plea of gullty was entered on behalf of

Mr. Henry. At that time something

unusual happened and

one of my teachers told me. that the unusual usually .

happens,

R

We made an applicatipn: to the Counrt:-to be sen-

tenced immediately and the Court.got upset with that and

thought that we: were.trying to take advantage of the Court

when in fact we were not and I'd like to state for the

record here and now that.we were mot; Mr..Heary was not

anyways I am sure Reverend Comerford wasn!tyg-y:, et
COURT:: Let's put on; the.record that. the fact -
that I would not sentouco.4pyodiatoly as I stated --. T
wanted a probation proao;tonco report which is for the. -
benefit of your client. as.well as: for the benefit of. the.;
Court. bfese Pliview e Raul mn g
I didn't want:to . deprive your cliemt of that
benefit any more than I wanted to deprive the Court of : .
that opportunity., . . .

Let's proceed.- . .+ .. 1. ‘14 -

MR, MELNIKOFF: . I understand that, Judge. It

seemed from the atmosphere in the: courtroom on tho~oi¢htooLth

and from some of the.comments: made that there was some
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There are many facts concerning this case and concerning

the charge against Mr. Henry that the Court should be '

grand conspiracy to make use of the Christmas vacation.
The fact of the matter is that Mr. Henry never

had any quarrel with the Court and always at all times

iridicdted that he had in fact violated the cou¥t order.

Mr. Henry has always been with the Housing

Authority of the City of Newark, In any event, if he had

intended to make use, as the Court seemed to indicate on

December 18th, perhaps a full trial would have been the
thing that would have brought the publicity that the situa-
tion involved with the tenants and the Housing Authority

required; but, he didn't —- he admitted the guilt before

Pered 4 ENEg

the Court and merely asked the Court to be aontoncei on
the eighteenth so that he could know what his fate would
be. But, instead the Court adjourned the sentencing until
today and Mr, Henry has onnt the last two and a half
weeks waiting and anxious about what his sentence would be

Your Homor, my application to this Court is that
whatever sentence the Court intends to impose upon Mr,
Henry be a non-custodial sentence. I think there are many
mitigating factors that should be taken into consideration
by this Court before the Court imposes sentence; before

the Court reads and folds and seals the presentence report

that the Probation Department has prepared for the Court.’
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i
;% 1 familiar with before the sentence is imposed and Mr. Henry
i E 2 would like to make some comments and I would at this time
ﬁ: § 3 like to have Mr. Henry make some comments to the Court wit
E- E 4 respect to the sentence that he is about to receive.
‘“% n i 5 COURT: Very well,
’; 3 6 MR, HENRY: Your Honor, we had hoped that the
;;\ 7 Court as an authoritative body would make way to open the
é;ﬂ 8 whole issue surrounding the reasons we are here today;
(3 Eéo 9 the conditions under which we are forced to live —- I think
il
;.q i 10 everyone has been talkimg about it. They are horrible.
5 vy l11 They are disgraceful, They are dehumanizing and that is
%5; 12 the basis of why we are here today. = = °
ia : v 13 ..~ The Court, as I understand it -—“tggwgourtyﬁays
% éi@ii 14 tégélépe conditions are not related to the ;gﬁiénpt of
é%r; 215 court charge and I think they are. Whatever happens in
E;At@ 16 Court today the people here have totgd back td Stella
i _
%é:z 17 Wright Homes and live amongst those same conditions.
%28' }18 I was hoping that the Court would make a way to
%‘? 19 open up the whole issue, il Bb
t;r ?20 COURT: I appreciate your concern, Mr. Henry.
%‘ 21 Mr, Melnikoff, are you finished? =
Iy :‘; 22 MR, MELNIKOFF: I just wanted to make sure there
iy
a :23 is no misunderstanding,  When Mr, Henry violated the court
e g %24 order and removed the monies and assisted in the disbursing
;i* ;25 of the monies, the monies were returned to the fi(htfui'“
| ?
‘zi
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hard line. The tenants were the bad guys. They were
vandalizing on the property and they didn't care. So the
tenants tried another tact and that tact was to band
together in peaceful ways and try non-violant“;oans of
shaking the conscience of those people in a position to
help and they tried and they organized and groups of
people who are not used to committees and to formal
structures got together and they poolcd'thcggﬁxgrgor and
collective resources imto a fund; two months'! remt out of
approximately three years of non-payment of-remt -- $94,0(
and all of sudden what they were and what the potential
of their power was came to be realized and the whole focusd
shifted; didn't have to worry about the underlying con-
ditions; didn't havebto worry about the frustrations;
let's worry about the symbol which was their on&rgonco
and the whole focus started to change." Lo;:::;;t the
§94,000, TRERL RS TRRTN Ry .

‘What are we going to do with the $94,000 and hundreds
of thousands of dollars worth of legal work and large
amounts of paper work started to fill the court files '
all about that aymboi:and while the court files were being
filled and while the lawyers werq’working'oh both sides,
not one thing changed. PUrrEate 4

It is all right'for Mr. Henry and'others to say the’

conditions sre poor and it is all right for you to read a
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presentence report: "The building in which the apartment
is located however appears to be in very poor gqndition."
But, that says nothing, Judge.’' That says n;£kin¢ unless
you feel what these people feel on a day-to-day basis,

I went down to a meeting a few weeks ago. I came
into the projects, There were police officers outside;
two police officers in a car.

I asked them where I could park. s°‘ﬂ%ﬁ$4§‘1‘ to
me: "You are out ;f your mind for beimng down here, Therg
is mo place that is safe,.,"

So I put my car alongside: theirs and I got out and
what was facing me was watér cascading down from five
floors over the doorway that was -in the. front entrance;

not a trickle of water but water gushing outwand I walked

O

into that apartment house and saw people who were essentisglly

living in disaster conditions as-.though this was commomplsace,

People on the fourth and fifth floor were in high boots.
Women were .trying to maintain- the .semblance of .a home by
putting papers down to protect their furnishings and
having water complotcly,cdvor‘it. No elevator in which
to get to the fifth floor, i .  ite .-

There were intolerable comditioms .whickh I could feel.
That wasn't put on for.my purpose, ..We said to:the Housinﬂ
Authority when we met with .them:. I'd like to discuss that

with you., It took three hours for a plumber to come down

3
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;! I | 1 three hours. The water was coming down into all those
%23 2 apartments for three hours; twelve hundred families. Why i
i
i% % 3 isn't a plumber available and the response was: You didn!|t ?
%%L é 4 call for an hour and a half and the reason you didn't calJ i
%i? 5 was you wanted to embarrass the Housimg Authority. How
i
i%a 6 can people live in those circumstances?’ "The family in
3; 7 whose apartment the water was cascading -~ the numbers of
; 8 families -- did they consciously plot and say: Ha, we ared '2
il B e = Cahid i
i;ﬂ ? 9 going to let what we have be soaked just so‘wo gan make i%
| | - e # fnts =
; O 10 the newspapers. =~ '’ BETRAN RN NS 3
? i ! 11 Now, that wafer'wasn't put on for my purpose and I !é
isf ; 12 don't even kmow what the source of it was; but, it is a :
1;5i 13 daily trauma these people live in; daily trauma.’ 4
| 3 | 14 We met with the Housing Authority before we entered %
;i;! 15 the pleas and we tried to uozbtiaté?with‘thh ;”;d say to
i EER? 16 them: Look, at a niniuun'lot‘the’blovatorqwnqgg We are ;
b %?R? 17 dealing with thirteen flodrﬁ.”"wb”uro'doalinz“muth ola
=¥ %?} 18 people., We are dealing with women with children. " They r1
éi?3 19 can't walk the floors. Fix the elevators. It's been a ;?
o ?f* 20 year and a half mowj fix them,  U"° f?
i Bbe
03 ;i‘_ 21 Well, there was a strike,” We can't do anything abou& 5 
i 5
| cc ] 22| that. Well, fix the imcimerators:’ ‘The garbage backs up i
i%{ﬁ 23 to the fourth and fifth floor because it 'is mot burmed and ijg
seh %pg 24 when it 1s burned the smoke backs up to the top. Fix the ;#ﬁ
b 25125 dhsinsretorss 't 0 teov wape dedny avd what 45 9. Thay &
“ 45|
’ S
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Well, we have a plan for that., VWe don't have

the money, but we have a plan, '

Give us some sescurity so that the old people who

are riding in those few elevators don't get mugged and
don't get killed; that the people who live on the ground
floor don't get ripped off; that there is some semblance
of peace of mind. Give us some security. We don't have
the wmoney,

Give the kids a place to play. Whem you plan
those structures and you'pack them with families indis-
criminately, you didn't provide for a place for the kids
to play. Where are they going to take their emergy out?
Give them a place to play. Well, we have got a plam for
that., ‘'We are going to clear out some -of the apartments.

Give us some protection against movimg people
into this place arbitrarily and without discrimination.
Give us some protectiom from movimg families of known
violent dope addicts, of other violent people -- give us
some protection from these kimds o6f people. Den't dump

them in our backyard and say to us: Go solve your own

problems, Go clean up your own mess, 'Go make your ele-

i
A

vators rum. ' Provide your owm security. Help us. Well,
we have a plan for that, too, and they were supposed to
supply us with all these plans, : They were supposed to -

document what it is they were doing and what it -is they
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can do and can't do because they don't have the money or
the expertise and you know what we got so far -- nothing -
not a thing., The apologies of 'their lawyer is what we
got.

Now, it can't go -on, Judge; it just can't go
on. I see the President says for eighteen months maybe
we are not going to build any public housimg. It can't
go on, You cannot ¢ontinually crush people who are emergi
You can't do it and I suggest to' you' that in all of this
the Court is being used as'a foil not by the tenants
because they can't win in Court. But, it is being used
by those forces that want to keep them down in a sense
that they have made the issue, the $94,000 their symbel;
their meager symbol of collective power and the cutting
off of those leaders that 'care for them,

They have shifted the focus from what these men
g0 through or these women and childrem on a day-to-day
basis to how bad the leaders are because they disobeyed
the court and how unconscienable it is for them not to
pay the remt, : sl Fhefre sl td

I think the Court is 'wiser than that and there
is a problem and you sit essentially as a parent because
the Court is an arbiter, .~ '~ P«Q t hrsp

- The Court is a source:of guidamce, a source of:

what is right and in a sense the ‘people that come before

12
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you are the Court's children and, Judge, if your children
2 are wrong -- even if they believe they are morally right
3 and if they are wrong, your obligatiom is to show them
4 the right way. You punish them; you don't maim them and
5 you don't crush’ their hopes.
6 | What I am asking you-to do is not-to hit so
7 hard that they are maimed and not to crush their hopes
8 because among the other functioms which you have is the
9 function of a teacher so that mot only these men can
10 profit by your judgment but all-of the people whose lives

; 11 are affected by this condition and that simply is this
12 Judge: What are the parents going to pass down to the

% 13 children? There are létsiof,kids*hore|who are listening

. to what each of us says. What is the message the next

ré 15 generation is going to get?

516 The generation which preceded these: kids got a
17 message and that message was that .only violence might help
18 and they acted out their message five years ago.  These
19 parents, the responsible people of the City, the responsik
20 tenants want teo teach their children another lesson so
21 they set an example for themselves, -

22 ' Can they convey te their children hope? Can

23 they say to their children ‘the Court has compassion; the
24 Court has perspective; the Court is strong enough to with-
25 stand this assault on its integrity and ‘it is like a
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behind bars a feeling.

tion with a little hope that it is going to solve their

problems, You can't put those behind bars; me bars will

hold them,

parent and when the parent is struck he 1is strong enough

to hold the harm and to understand and that is what I

am asking of you, Judge. The Court is strong emough; it

is not a group of men; it is an ideal of what ;; hope is
the very best of our commumity and you can give a message
of hope to these children and another message, Judge,
You are dealing with a priest. He doesn't de-
serve any special comsideratien because he is a priest,

because he wears a cloth or doesn't wear a cloth; because

he was ordained or wasn't ordaimad. But, because he is

2 religious man, because in his‘hoart he has opted teodo
good and to live for more than a thousand days and a
thousand long mights in with people who are not from his
social background; to live not 'in a patroniging fashion
but to live and to do good om a day-to-day basis; to pro-
vide guidance; to provide hope; to preovide understanding
of what religion and goodwill for mem is, "That is the
kind of man that stands before you, & truly good man. ' The
kind of man that we need if we all are to solve our problems
collectively through peace and mon-violent means,
Don't crush his hopes, Judge. ' You can't put

You can't put ‘behind bars a frustra-

Say to your ¢olleagues, say te the Court and
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to the pecple of the community that the Court is strong

enough to withstand this insult., It will guide by punishi

but the punishment will be less symbolic, a token, an unde

standing that the Court has the right and khas the might
and it can exercise it, but for the sake of the future
it will do goed.

COURT: Do you have anything to add to what
your counsel has said, Mr, Cemerford?

MR, COMERFORD: Yes, Your Homor. The reat strik
at Stella Wright Homes began almost three years ago. It
began over one thing, the cemditions that exist in those
buildings,

Everyone who has any familiarity with the City
of Newark knows what the conditions are like in the
Projects., Everyone who has read the papers knows what
the conditions are like in .the Projects. Everyone knows
that the elevators dén't work in a thirteen story building
where little children live as high as the twelfth floor;
where senior citizens are iyprisonod as high as the
twelfth floor.

Everyons knows in these days of antipollution
that we have an incinerator system that backs up daily.
You can wake up in the -morning and have your nostrils
covered with soot from:ths backed up imcinerator.

We know what it is like ito ‘drive through the
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i 1 Central Ward of Newark at night so we certainly can imagin%

it ‘ 2 what is must be to walk inte the Projects alome at night.

K 3 Everyone who drives through the Central Ward sees that it
S; 4 resembles a bombed out area, but if you have to live there|
i '

gn § 5 you realize sven more. You realize it more when you have
:F* i 6 to go to the store and there is no store to go te. You

i

;%1 i 7 realize it more when you have dirty clothes and there is
E%ﬁ | 8 ne place to take them to wash., ' You realize it more when
T

you go a loeng way to the store te do your week's shopping
?;ﬁi 10 and you have to bring the bundles home and up those flightL
oy g 11 of stairs. You realize it more when you have little
_Aﬂ{ 12 children and they want to go out te play.

&t 13 It is very ironic that after almost three years
her) 14 of our trying te call attention te these cenditiens —-- thepe
w1} 15 conditions that everyone knmews abeut that we stand here
%ar 16 before you about to be sentenced over a matter that has
tovg 17 nothing to do with the conditions, We are dealing with
i erf 18 bright people, the people whoe run the Housing Authority,
a1l 19 the people who staff the United States Department of

L nel 20 Housing and Urban Development are supposed to be bright

élyg 21 people, Why aren't we talking about the issues, the issue

It es] 22 of the conditions and if we are going to talk about money,

{s¢123 why after almost three years are we talking about $94,000

J
e
[

24 when at ene point $2,000,000 has been withheld in rent.

€]
9

25 _ I can't help but wonder if this refusal te discurs
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the conditions isn't an implicit way that the Newark
Housing Authority and the Department of Housing and Urban

Development and our society is saying to peeple -- to

black people and teo poor people: That is where you belong

and that is where you are going to stay. The cenditions
you are talking about are going to remain that way.

If that is what is being said te us, I think
the people should not -~ I think the Newark Housing Authox
and HUD sheuld say very clearly what they are going to
de about the cenditioas."‘

My invelvement at Stella Wright Hemes began

over four years age when I was stationed in Queen of Angels

Church in the Central Ward. "I began by visiting the
people inm the Projects and talkimg te them; trying to find
out what was happsming there te find eut if I could be of
service, e

I found eut’very quickly there were preblems,
massive problems; but, the problems weren't only the con-
ditions, There were the other proeblems eof despair, hepe-
lessness, fear, lack of communication, the lack ef any
kind ef working together teo everceme the problems.

Feur years age I jeined together with a group
of tenants at Stella Wright te begim working together to

overceme these problems and the temants werked very hard

and they have overcome a lot eof these problems because’

17
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|- 18 3
i %;' _i 1 there isn't despair at Stella Wright any more and there igd E
v 2% % 2 not hopelessness, There is courage and strength or you 2
112 é 3 wouldn't see the courtroem filled today and there is hope, i
' ;%t : 4 Recently, Lieutenant Kerr of the Newark Police i
’;g & | 5| Force whe is in Gharge of the Housing Pelice stated that
%Eﬁ 3 6 statistically crimes are lower at Stella Wright than they ;
ﬁY 5 7 are at Scudder Hon;a and Haas Homes and this can be- %
| ? i 8 attributed not to any pelice action there bqqggqq he has i
i g 9 reduced the number of peiica-cn'thoroavjﬂut, it can be - 'é
i.;ré 10 “"attributed to the unity ameng the temants that sre watching »;
; i :
{ ;tg 11 out for each other.: But, there are some problems that
% g a% 12 the tenants cannet deal with; cannot'cope with; ' They
. z%rig 13 cannot fix the elevators, 'They canmoet replace’ the incinerna-
it |
- g%rti 14 tor system, They cannot keep the bulldezers frem knecking
- %;r: 15 down all their stores and all- the'ether: altermative housing '1
i
5151 16 that might exist in Newark and so' they joined together -
h';( 17 and formed a tenants associliation'because that is what you
"g: 18 are suppesed to de.

19 They formed a tenants association that weuld

i I B

represent and be able to speak for the entire project and

-
T
%
R SR T A A BRI A
S

cyet 18 21 in the course of three years we havea't heard a dissenting

iag 22 veice at Stella Wright‘fro-'the'yeico of 'the tenants r'é
N l'g 23 asseciation and almost three years-age-they began holding '?
e veh24 back their rent. # g vived Rda et Ll 5 5%
. 28 25 Gdto ke When they began' I was one of the omes they asked ]
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11
12

13

14

te watch the money; to hold it for them, I don't know
if anyone here has ever held someone else's meney; but,
when you do that, you are very careful about it and the

more money that is invelved and the more that meney means

te the people, the more careful you are,

In November we were faced with ' a situation wherae

we saw the Court about te take that $94,000 and turm it

over to the Newark Heusing Autherity;-the Newark Housing

Autherity which had dene nothing te better the cénditiona

over the last twe and a half years, ' : 57 g

On the one hand, we knew we were under a court
order net to alter the form eor the place ef the moeney, -
On the other hand; we heard and I-heard the veices of
tenants telling me to return their money to them mot te
destroy it, net te burm it, not te waste it, motste lese
it; but,

simply give it back te them and let them settle

matters with the Newark Housing Autherity and with the

Court.

Among the peeple whose money I held was the
money of Mrs, Threadcraft.- Mr, Threadcraft paid his rent

every month inte our fundy I cellected it frem him,

In March of 1971 as he was coming home from werk,
he stepped into an elevator -and was mugged there; left
uncenscious with his hands tied behind his back.,

It wasn'it

until the next day that his - wife found him in City Hospital

19
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in a coma., He died a few days later, -

Was I going to give Mrs.: Throadcraft'a ‘money
back to the Newark Housing Authority when the olovators
still didn't work and-there still is me security there?

I held the money of Mr, Dawkins, Mrs, Dawkins

i IS AR i e e

told us omce that in the middle of the night her asthmatic
child had an attack. She lives on the tenth floer of
232 Prince Street. You can't get cabs to come to the
Prejects at night and you can't get the police, So she J

4 vl prdr

had te take her child out, anm: usthnatic child-and ge by

bus te the Emergency Section of City Hespital., ' 'Mrs, Dawkins
was pregnant at the time. In the pitch darkness because

there were no lights in the hallway or the stairways, she

walked doewn ten flights of stairs and twe blecks teo the
bus stop; had her child treated and breught *the-thild back
heme; walking up ten flights ef stairs.- Shertly afterward
Mrs, Dawkins' child was stillbern.: Was'I going to return

Mrs, Dawvkins' money te the Housimg Authority when she

iR B

still lives on the tenth floor and has five or six children

o)

that she is trying te raiseithere?

I held the memey of ‘Mr, and Mrs, Sloane. I had
a special affinity te Mrs. Sloane because she was the only
other white persom living im the ' project:and I was at a
meeting at their house when Mr, Sleane announced that they

were moving out of the preject because his wife had been
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1 mugged for the fifth time, Was I going to return the

SRS B

E—

NS R o B

2 Sloane's money to the Newark Housing Autheority when the

5 conditions were still that bad?

4 I remember returning Mrs. Ragland's money te her

5 She lives on the tenth floor. As I gave it back te her,

é 6| I teld mer that this may invelve trouble for her; that the| |
7 Newark Housing Authority would be after her, Did she
: 8 really want her money back and she loeoked afw::?;cry £
! 9 simply and said: What else cam I"do? I go te work every ii
I ¢33 10 day and every day I have to come up and walk up ten g
ol 11 flights of stairs. I just cam't take it much lenger. We :
<y 12 have a service every Sunday might imn:'the project., Every
1351 13 Sunday night I walk home with twe ladies whe live in my
'-1 14 building and every Sunday night we walk into tho"filthy
"1 & 15 building and I hear them gasp with horror ‘2425% fumes,
io11 16 We try the elevator but it novor’worka'¢r‘aeldon'#orks and|
iﬁ?! 17 I see them look with disgust at the filth they have to livr, f
| 18 in and say what can we 'do? "Was I'te give their money back P7€
E

*«,g 19 to the Newark Housing Authexrdty?:::¢7 i~ - fne 0 Tioes

i nsk 20 e The Court is considering a very narrow issue,

H s 21 a limited issue of contempt of court over the remt fumds. ‘f{

U el 22| 1T aek the Court, while it might pass judgment on this

::53 23 narrow issue, to get us'back on the right track. The’

i 3sk 24 people you see here before you, myself and Toby ‘== Ed ==

| =<l 25 when I think eof Toby I'think ef the time he ' had to bring




-y
O RIS A T PR UG R T TN AT
[

T YT G AR A ) L s

i 7

EES 8

'.o E 9

;ZSI 12

SR

N B7

1 %151 15

et %gsx 18

;iﬂs 20

. iéft 21
i

3 Em 22

1 ME 24

rins =L 25

his wife and his sick child home from the hospital., Toby
lives on the eighth floor of 280 Prince Street.

The elevator wasn't working so he had to go up,
as so many people have teo do, the adjoining building's
elevator. In bringing his wife and a little baby home
frem the hespital, they had to'walk across the roof and
come down their own building to the eighth floor,

When I think of Ed Satterfield I tgl;g‘of the
many hours he has put in trying to better conditions at ~
Stella Wright Homes, 'I think especially of the time when
after midnight service on Christmas Eve he was at my '
npart-eht and left to go home. It was about three in the

morning. He got on the elevator in his building and spent

from three in the morning until seven thirty in the morning

stuck on the elevator between floors., ~ ~ wsiii

These are the ocecurrencea that happen daily and
for every person in the rent fund there is an incident.
There are a number of incidents that have taken away &
1ittle bit of their lives snd’a little 'bit ¢f tHeir hope
& BEaBls Rrash

fer the future.

We stand before you today as the defendants,

but the guilty pecple are the people who have responsibililties

-~ greater responsibilities’ than we have regarding the
rent fund and who fail to address these responsibilities

and I am thinking of the Newark Housing Authority.
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If the Newark Housing Authority cannot live up
to its obligationa on its lease which requires it to
render decent, safe, and sanitary living conditions, then
it should say so.

If it can't fix the elevators —-- 1f it can't
clean up the buildings, it should say so,.

I am thinking of Washington., I am thinking eof
HUD and I am thinking of the White House,

The buildings at Stella Wright Homes are Federal
buildings. Ultimately, they are thq_landlorggmmgbduy_tho
Court is going te speak to uq.gboutqour failure to fulfill
a responsibility te tpo Court, buq,iq the Court ever
going to speak to the landloerd? Is it ever going to apoaﬂ
to the terms of that lease that not only requires us to
pay rent but requires them to provide decent, safe, and
sanitary living conditiens?

I am much like you, Judge Kimmelman., I am white.

I am suburban; I am middle class, My lawyer was very

23

right when he said I am not used to living in those projecits

and I am net used to seeing poople’traatod like that
because they don't treat white people likp,that. They
don't treat the peeple that I kgow like that., The Court
doesn't even treat them like they have been treated over
the last two and a half years.,  That is why I can't Just

walk away from the scene.
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My lawyer was very right in saying that we live
with these problems every day and I don't have the luxury

at night to go back to msuburbia and forget, I live there

and I look at the pPeople and I look at the pebbib as a
white person who is automatically suspect to black pecple

and I have said over the past three and four years we can

LI 2
v

do something,

I look as a priest who represents a church which
represents a religionﬁﬁhich claims to speak for God and =
for right and for justice and T say;wo:cin do something.

I am asking the Court today to understand what
is 1nvolvca here and speak not only to us of guilt but

speak to the other parties involved. We ran a rent strike

for almost three ycars. We never came into contact with

the Court until six weeks ago but still we are not talking

about the issues,

When are we going to talk about them and if the
Newark Housing Authority and HUD continue not to talk
about the issues we are going to be back here again and
again and again and it is going'to get more and mere
painful for more and more people and all the while the
lives of people are being drained away., '~

COURT: Father, I want you to knew that when

you make a blanket statement that a white is autematically|

¢ ' t e ! ] 5 { ] ! 4 I £ =
suspect of blacks -- :

24
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e 1 MR. COMERFORD: Suspect teo blacks, %
Eég 2 COURT: You do net speak for everyone, - I want ?i
iiﬂ 3 you te understand that, %
%%h 4 Now, what gave you the impression that Judge 1
%fa 5 Herbert was about to order the mcney you were holdimg to '%
%im 6 be turned over to the Housing Authority? 1
?Ev 7 MR, COMERFORD: The statements that were con-
i%g 8 tained in his brief of October 12th, Your Honor, which
. ‘%Q 9 indicated first of all that while the conditions were bad 4
'101 10 at Stella Wright Homes, the Newark Housing Authority was H
i il 11 doing its best and he could see mo way of taking actiom - :
'k 5?;; 12 against them to speed up the conditions and in regard teo
ii?l 13 the $94,000, he indicated in that opinicn of Octeber 12th
|
‘i;; 14 that it wasn't doing anyone any goed and it should be put
é%p] 15 to use and his other comments in court and privately im a .3
%%dl 16 meeting with the lawyers anq-the tenants he indicated his ;
%i;x 17 apparent motive to turn this money over to the Newark 1
2221 18 Housing Authority. ‘ o J 3,4
‘e EEQ: 19 It hasn't been done yet, but it certainly was ,:
41 Eig 20 in jeopardy. If we had allowed the money 'to be turned ;
fii 21 over to the Housing Authority -- I might add we could have
. 1 f cd 22 appealed it and they probably wouldan't have gotten it ;
123 until the appeal was heard., That'also meant we weuld wait |

4 24 anether six months or a year onm the appeal.

We waited, Your Homor; twe and 'a half years fer
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lives of the people. The Projects are used for the last

some improvement over the conditions and again I repeat
the conditions that daily -- daily are taking away the
: - SR
five years as the City's dumping ground. Every homeless
family -- every problem fapily that the City has om its
hands is not sent out there to South Orange or te Mapleweod
or Short Hills, but it is sent into the Prcjects and the
good people who are trying to raise their femilles, their
children decently live in those surroundings and this is
forced on them, This same collection of people with se
many preblems put in the worat type of environmemnt te cepJ
with their problems of their children geing to schoel,
You know what school your.children go to. You knew the
atmosphere in that classroom, . Well, the atmosphere in
Morton Street School and West Kinney Street Scheel is not
an atmosphere that is conducive. to learning. Twoe and a
half years after the.rqn#.strike,rr twe. and a half years
of saying do something ~nd the people who have the power
t;”do it -- the Housing nuthority, HUD -- were the people
that were destroying us, tearing down buildings, leaving
land vacant. T e T
Se two and a half years is a long time to wait
and if we had appealed, we would have waited another six
months -- another year. We couldn't wait any lemger and

I hope the Court is gble to recognize this that we haven't

26
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-to them through the refusal to address the conditiems that

ceme storming after the Ceurt. We haven't abused the

’

Court. We have gone throeugh the legal process and we were

pushed right into a cencern and it was either to surrender

vy

the first nine months of our effort in the rent étriko or

face contempt of court and, again, that decision te return

that fund wasn't mine., It wasn't Toby's. It was the

decision of the tenant association and it is not the two

ef us who should stand here before you, it is all the

tenants because it was everyone's decision and it meant

much more te them, Yeur Hener, than it did to me because

I can leave Stella Wright,

I can leave there.

I can go out and gct.a Job somewhere and have

a nice life, but they can't and there is not too much more

that society, that the City and that the government can

do to the people who live in those Projects. They have

taken away all their service; given them the worst peaaiblr
environment; endangered their lives daily; given them ne
educational system for their children; left them a city

where more and more jobs are leaving and now is saying

that is the way it is going te be, That is the way it is

going to be, Now, give us your honoy;'pay up or face

evictien, That is what‘is'boing said, ' What more can be

R

said? | ' ke

COURT: 'Doos.anyono else have anything te say?

27
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Very well, We will take a very short recess
and I will consider the remarks of ceunsel and the remarks
_ef defendants befere deciding what will be dene in this
case,

Just a few minutes, gentlemen.

(Thereupon a short recess was taken,)

COURT: Mr, Henry and Mr, Comerford, will. yeu

please rise,

Gentlemen, by yocur plea of guilty to a.charge
of coentempt of ceurt you have admitted vioclating a ceurt
order which ebligated you to heold intact some $94,000 .

of rental funds deposited by the tenants of Stella Wright

Homes,

{5,801

The court order which required the..fumds te be
safeguarded had nothing to do with. the merits of the.
controversy between the tenants and the Newark Heusing
Authority.

For present purposes, gentlemen, I. assume and I
can agree with you that the conditions at the. Stella .
Wright Homes are not what they should be; that-tho cendi-
tiens are bad, even deplorable,: I think you.are, 6 er were
and may still be under a false impression,when yeu pre-.
sumed that the court would side with the Newark Housing.
Authority. I think you misread Judge Herbert completely

when you assumed that he might not. erder a correction

28
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of the conditions at the Stella Wright Hemes,

The $94,000 which you were obligated to keep
intact and even the 1.2 million dollars worth of rental
which has been withheld could very well have been used
to correct the very coenditions of which you now and have

in the past complained.

I am certain that the funds would not have been

T O e RS 1Y S

turned over to the Housing Autherity in complete disregard
of the rights of the tenants without any conditien that

..those funds be used to remedy the objectiomable conditions
existing at the homes. Yet, you gentlemen in your zeal
chose to take the law in your own hands.

I want you to know that the court is vitally
interested in the welfare and well being of the tenants.
However, that does nct alter the fact of your actions,

Although you may have been @ativated~in returning
the money by what you choose to call and firmly believe is
a higher moral authority, your actions, nevertheless,
were calculated to embarrass, hinder, and obstruct the
ceurt in the administration of justice'<- justice net
only te the Heusing Authority, but justice te the temants;
and your actions had the effect of lessening the autherity
and dignity of the court as a co-equal branch of govern-
ment. To allow your actions to go unpunished because yeou

profess to follow a higher moral obligation would enly

o y
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contribute and lead to anarchy which my oath of effice
and my moral obligation te society cemmands me to prevent.

It is for me a sad commentary on present day

valuesn when people who admit they have little or ne respecit

i

for the lawful orders of a court, nevertheless, can ceme
into that very same court and ask for justice and mercy at

its handn, Fortunately for you our court system as it is

conntituted nstill bends over backwards in its coemnsideration

of jJuntice for those who would undermine itus autherity.

In pasning smentence for conteapt, this ceurt
does not neek revenge or enrichment at the expense eof
the offendera, It merely acts to protect itas owm henmer
and dignity am a branch of govern=mant sand it seeks te
compel respmct for {tn decreea and orderas,

While the conduct of each of you easily warrants|
the maximum penalty of six months imprisonment which per-
haps should be the penalty here, gentlemen, it is never-
theless the sentence of this ceurt to you Toby Heary and
you Thomas Comerford on your plea of guilty te the charge
of contempt that you be imprisoned at the Essex County
Correctional Center for a term of 45 Aaya.

May I hear from Mr, Silber with respect te the
charge remaining against Edward Satterfield.

MR, SILBER: As I indicated last time when we

were here before ycu, I had moved te dismiss that charge

30
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because the State simply dees not have any evidence te

present that Mr, Satterfield was one of the parties that

vielated Judge Herbert's erder,

> s
RS

COURT: That motion will be granted and the

charges against Mr. Satterfield will be dismissed,

The Court is new in recess,

MR. BERGSTEIN: May the sentence be stayed
pPending a filing eof a notice of appeal this afterneon,

I'd like to appeal the sentence,

COURT: You have yeour right te appeal the sen-

Pk -3 B

tence and if it is te be stayed, it will net be stayed

by this Ceurt, but yeu may make such an applicatiem te the

Appellate Court,
P36 6 996 3 3 % % X
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