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(In Cha•bera) .. \ . , r~, '- ' 4 \ ..,. ~ \ ,r f ,. •, ; , /1 'J' .,, 

COURT1 Geatl••••, .,Mr. Fusco , has "" requestetl a con- , ·: 

:ference in cha•b•r• on . . the recortl • . ~: , 

MR. SILBERr Mr. Fusco ; has _ been . appo.:l.atetl by our .,, . 
o:f:fice to h~tlle .the casea scll.etluletl . ,bef'ore you on Fritlay. 

:, t I ,. ) • • ' .,_ ~' , 

As Your . Honor kao~11, .I ,a• leaviq , the of:fioe and I aa 

coinc to Cali:font.ia. 

Mr. Fu .sc~ has . been d~s .ic~at:t~tl ~11• Pro .aecutor .to 

prosecute the Ortle~ to S~ow Cause antl Conteapt in recartl 

to Gerry Clark, Michae .l , ,Callaa, anti .. Har%'is ~. Davial. . .. ~ ... 
,.~,:.t~-~ ~:.i,,.~),ih ' ' 1 ~ • l ,,-.,,..,,,.,~~)I' ~,i . 

MR. FUSCOr _ ~here waa , ,one .. other thine, i ,Your Honor, ., 
' · ·• • l • 

• 

that I tlitl wish to place on the recortl out o:f the presence 

o:f th• people outaitle. <: ... · ··1111 .:., ,, .' ... :" 1 J: l~ ... .'· t r J j · 

I obaervetl co•iq ,i;II . here q,t~tl•y ~ a , nu•b .er of' . people 

outsitle in the hallway ., anti in the courtroo• i tsel:f. I 
~!\' .• .,. ,... ' ... ,~t\~···~-·--::" 'l' 

know th~t th•r :e =':•-co.inc .to , . . .b~ so•e eaotion if the Court 

tloes impose sentence : t _otlay, .anti .~••.r.•~ ,will J>r,pbably be 

.even •ore e•ot.:l.on between the people in the autlience ••• 

tae people outsitle . i:f . there is a custotlial sentence i•-• • • I 

posed. • ! '· • ,r ' J 11 I r. -· ( · ..... 

' 
~ ~ , .... _, ; 

I woultl •uccest, stroncly, to the Court that a4tli­

tional . aecurity )~ plaoetl ia aatl about the oourtroo• Just 

in ca•• tkere , is . any flareup ~ of' the P.•<>P,l• .p0utsill• ,, ~ ,in , 
• . ,' t 

~~are anti I ~ave .~ ea- the tranacript that there have been 

i_, . ( ;.l} J '- Jlt.¥4 ,M C i&~ ~ ' 
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outbursts at previous hearings be:Core Juace Herbert. ~ 

There have ·beea people stanaiac an4 ,aakinc oo-eata 

to the Court. There nave been 'repeate4 outbursts of 

lauchter1 people out here .will c•t eaotioaally iavolvea 

I am sure with whatever happeaa :-• :Cor the aa:Cety o:C the 

Court ana all the people · :ta tke Court, I tltiak that it is 

imperative that Your Hoaor take so•• aeaaures whichever 

you llee111 appropriate unaer ··the ·cireuaatancee :Cor tJae 

sa:Cety o:C everybotly '·here. ·) ' · , ,~ +. .. ~ J \ f ' • f' • ' I ; : • f p • . , ', • • f 

· MR. BEROSTEIN1 · Tour Honor, ,· I · object to tJda -aatter . 

beinc heltl in ~a•era . .. · I aee ao ireaaon · :Cor it , to be heltl 

in camera. · . ~ '! '\ .,. - :' , ~. r • •• , " • ,.. .,...i ' ~ t i i \ ... 

11·~! .'!'J' "'~ .,, ' ' 

I:C tke Prosecutor has ,· aoae ,. r••ark• · like that, let Jai~ 

make it on the recor4 be~ore the people . ta ta• au•i••ce. 

COURT I ' Anyth:lnc else? ,,. ,· ,.; f ··, ' ~ ; :' 

MR. FUSC01 . . .Notl!l:f.q · else, ··. ·' ( .--~ 
1··,·!i!~~~""' ~! "' llr .... 

COURT1 Very · well. · Let's co outsitl• ·ana hear the ~ 

pleas. 

(court in aesaioa.)' r .;. · · ' 1 _1· ,. l ._., .. I ·.> , ·, .. /. •, S • 

COURTs Ooo4 'aoraiaa, · cent1•••n, · are you reaayr I 

will hear you. 

Who speaks ~:lret? ' , 

MR. MELNIKOFFt · <Your Honor, Mr. · ·Heary is , the :C:lrst 

'na••tl ••:C•ntlant in tlle iadiot••at . .... I '•u••• , I will •P•ak 

:Cirst :Cor Mr. Henry. ·· • ·--·r, . , .... · ··· · 
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. Your Honor, tocay ie the retura cate of the 

sentencinc for Toby Henry 1who has beea ohargec with civil 

coatempt. We appearec before thia Court on Deoe•b•r 18th 

at which time , a plea : of .cuilty waa ••t•rec oa behalf' of' 

Mr. Henry. At that ti•• . ao•ethiq unuaual happenec anc 

one of' •y teachers toltl me ~that . the unusual ueually 
, ,... ' 

happens. 
. ' t . .. ~. .. : • ' ' - ' ~ ' ,.,. 

We ••-•• an appl:loatioa 1 to the Cou*.: ~,t;o. be aea-

tencea i-eciately Ulc tll• :· .Court .'.'(cot: upset . with that anc 

thought that . we · w•re . try.tq . to -take : atlvantage ·of' . the Cour 

when in f'act we were ... 11ot aac . I•a , ltke .. to · atate ; f'or the .. 

recortl here . anti now ,.tkat , _ve , were .,aotJ ;.Mr. ,,Heary waa , aot 

anyway -~, I •• . sure · Reverentl Coaer:fortl . vaan •·t-:, i·:~?/#,.: . 
. 1: .' ~, 

COURT: .r Let'• put .oa i tlae . rec~rc that . the . f'act ~ ._, , 

that I woultl . not •••t•~ce ... 1.•~••i•t•l.y ~· I •tatea .-- : I · 

waated a probation preaeateace , report .vkicb :la f'or , the .· :· · 

bene:fi t of' your clie~t . as , . ..,,, ,ell •• : f'or , the .. benefit . of' , tll• ·· ( 

Court. 
I 1- I r- ( ~ • ',: • , ._ i "t"· ~ - \ 't ' • t_ • ., ~ 't • ~ • • , .. ' •) /• 1 • 

benef'it aay , aore .. thaa - .I vaJatetl to tlepr:lv• the · Court o:f :- : ·,y 

tkat opportuni~y. . . 1 : . .. , .•. , , ..... "' .. ' \ . 

J • , .. Let,a proceea • ., , . . ,, _ .... . .J , '>- ,•,. ' I • •'1 -,. 

' • : . MR. MELNIKOFF1 ·.,,,,,I \ .untler11 _taac - tbat, , Jutl••· ;·,. It , . 

4 

ae•••• · :fro• , tlle ~ at•o•pll•r• . :I.a ,i.he hcourtrooa · on . th• .... •.:l.cht•• th 
. I 

anti f'ro• . ao•• o:f the , co••••~• ! aatle : that .. tJaere i-waa ·.so•• 

'., .. 
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grand conepir~cy to ••k• use ' oc the Ckrist••• vacation. 

Tae faot oC the ••tter ia ' that Mr: Henry aever 

ha4 any quarrel with the · Court ·· an4 always at all ti••• 

in4 I ca ·te4 that he ha4 in · fact violate4 ' the co'iiri ortler. 

Mr. Heary has always been with th• Houainc 

Authority of the City of -Newark~ In aay event, if he kad 

intendeel to •ake uae, as the Court' s••••• to iadicate on 

December 18th, perhaps a tull trial woul4 have · beea the 

thin• that woul4 have brought tke publicity that the situ 

tion involvetl with ' the · tenants · an4 the ··Houaiq . Authority 

the Court anti •erely · aaketl the · court to be seatencetl on 

th• eighteenth so ' that ·he coultl -know wkat his fate · woultl 

be. But, inateatl the Court atljournetl ' the seateacinc until 

toaay ans Mr. Henry haa spent tke · laat · two antl a half . 

Your Honor; •Y · applie 'ation to '°· this : Court · is that 

whatever sentence the Court iaten4e to ' impose upon Mr. · ,. 

Henry be a non-custotlial sentence. I think there are •any 

.. iticating f'actora ' that ·e11oulcl be 1 taken into cons:ltleration 

by this Court bef'ore ' th• Court ' i•pose• senteace1 before 

the Court reaee ·and fo14a antl seal• · ·tke presenteJlce report 

that th• Probation Depart••nt has 'preparell for th• ·· Court. 

There are •any facts oonceraiilg ' tllia · case antl eoncerainc ' ·· 

the charge against Mr. ' Henry · that ' the Court should be · 

., , .. 
_J: 
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~amiliar with beCore the sentence is impoeea ana Mr. Henr 

voula like to Make · ao•• co•meate ana I woul4 at this time 

like to have Mr. Henry •ak• ao•e comaenta · to the . Court 

respect to the aenten6e t~at he . is about to Mreceive. 

COURTt 1 Very well~ • • .. ,,. •., '1 I 

MR. HENRY, Your Honor, we ha4 hope4 that the 

Court as an ·authoritativ• body ·wou14 make way to open the 

whole issue ' surroun4inc the ·reasons 'we are here to4ay1 

the conaitione under whica ' w~ are ' Corced to . live~- I thi 

everyone has been talk:ln• · about ··.:t.t~ ,.: .. They ·are horrible : -

They are aisgraceCul. Tk~y are -dehu~aJli~inc ~- 'that is 

' • 1, J • I • ' • , • , ~ , ,,if A., ~' '! •• •l.,- ..t f r • the basis oC why we are here totlay. ·· · 
•. , , 1 .... 

• • \ ' •. ~ .. ? ' • ... t' • . • 

The Court, as I underetana it -- the Court aaya 
··• ~•'1 ~ •1·i~ ~'1 

court charce an~ -I -think they ar~~ , Whatever happens i• 

Court toaay the people ~•r• h•ve to :·cc, back .t_.o Stella 

Wricht Homel!i .anti live a•oncst ' th~ae :'eame ·~onditions • . 

l • 

· .. , c -'· 

I was hop:f.q that 'tile _.C~urt ' ·woul.i 111ak_• a way to 

open up the whole isi,ue. • .#,, : t ·~ ' 

COURT, I appreciate your concern, ~ Mr.
1 

Henry. 

Mr. Melnikot'C, are · ·you · f'in:l.shell? r 
1 .. .., t ,,:: .. : • ' .,. • . ' 

MR. MELNIKOFFs ,. ·:z· just waatet1 · ·to aake sure there 

:ls no •isunderstanciinc.
1 

, ·when Mr~·· Henry violate• th• court , 

order and remove• the monies and ass:l.atea in the tliebursi 

o-£ the monies, · the monies w~re '· returne.a' : to the r"i.ht:f'Ul , .. , 

6 
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hard line. The tenants were the baa cuys. ' They were 

vandalizinc on ths property ana ' they 4ian•t care. So the 

tenants trie4 another tact an4 that · taot · was to ban~ · 
' ,,.. 

together in peaceful ways an« try ' non-violent means of 

shaking the conscience of those peopl• ' in a ·position to 

help and they tries an« · they ' orcanize4 ·anll croups of 

people who are not usell to co•Mitt••• an« to for•al 

. r .... , .it"sf.""""' q; i 

structures got · to.ether anll · they pool•• theii" .... 'iiierger an« 

collective resources into a., fun•, ' two ~ months' reat out of 

approxiaately three years " of non-payaent of .,,,-ren 1t -- $94, 0 0 

and all of sullden what ' they ' were· . aa« ··what th• poteatial 

of their power ' was ca•• to be "realize• an• the whole ' focu 

shif'te.r I lli4n' t have to worry ··;about tke unaerlyinc con­

ditions; ··eitln't hav• to 1 worry ' about · tae .'"frustrations, •:.-, -l 

let's worry about the symbol .-which was · i their emergence 
·:'":f 'i ,~ , .... ~~ ..... ~ .. ~-. 
~ . ·. ' 

anfi the whole focus ,. star .tea ' to ,~ chaiage ( ·: Let ' ·e"~t the .. . 

194,000 •. 'r:• • - 1 '. : ; ,;' · • - ~ r ~ {'' -:~ h ·( 1 \ - , · ~r .;y. • !"· ' · .... 
• 1 f ,,, , ~«-....... .. \ .., 

, . 

of thousands of dollars worth . of leaa1 ··work ... . larc• 

aaounts of ' paper ' work start•• to ··fill the court files ~ 

all about that aymboi an• while the court files were bein 

fill eel antl while the 1 lawyers were t... work inc' oa both ed.aee ~ . 

not one . thine chance•~ 

It is all richt { for ' Mr: .. Heiary 1antl 1othere to ' eay the 

conditions are poor : antl it :U, 'ail ' r:lcht '· for · you to read a 

--•-_,:,; ts~T/"!ill:!!!!~'1-WIIP:1 ';:;:t :;t iiii]J.i;i· 111111..--"'!'.~-. '"'' •««:" .. """'!IV!l'l,Ul!lll.ll!lll!M~ii!'•...,.o 4t)Q.,,,,.19'!PI"!". ,,,,- 111:!-,.!'!; •19!1-r-.-.·...-..----
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presentence report: "The -buileinc in which th• apartaent 

is locate« however appeare : to be .. ,in very p _oor conaii tion." 
.~ .. : ···:;. ~ 

But, that says nothin«, Juelc•. • i. That · saya not11 .i•c u•l••• 

you f'eel what these people r f'eel oa a eay-to-aay · baaie. 

I went ti own to a · •••tine ·, a few week• aco. I ca•• 

iato th• projects. · There , were police of'f'ice _rs - outsi••I 

two police of'f'icer11 i.a a car. ····•;· ·1 ·-,1 -

I askea the• wkere r coula park. 

me: "You are out of' your aintl . -:for --:beiac eowa , here. Ther 

is no place that is saf'••" 

So I put •Y · car alonc•i•• ·' their• .~ aall I cot , out alle 

what - was -f'aciac •• was water eascaeiacaown · f'ro• · :fiv• -

f'loors over th• Gloorway that , waa -·i• · tll• , f'roat ••trance 1 

not a trickle , of' water but water · cuallinc ouct--... .-tl I walketl 

into that apart•••t house aa, ,aaw people who were •••••ti 
livinc in tlisaeter contl:lti9aa ae ,,tlaouch · tll:la · was ooaJnoapl 

People on tlle · Courta ••• f'iCtk :floor . were ~:ln aicll boots. 

Wo••• were . tryinc . t;o aaiatain - th• iseablaac• ' of' .,a . ho•• -by 

puttinc paper• tlowa - to proteot taeir ,.f'urais11i•c• anti · -;, 

havinc water coapletely .-cover , it. No elevator ia w.hioh 

to cet to th• C:lf'tk ,.Cloor • . , 1 ~,. • , . ; i \'I;. 

There were intolerable ,-ooatl:ltio•• , wJdok -Z.. ceultl · f'•~l• 

That w•••' t put on . f'or , .. ay pun,o••• :1,:W• aaie to , tk• Housia 

Autaor:l ty wh•• we ••t with . tla••• ., I~ ti I l:lk• ., to tliacuas tlla 

wita y_ou. It took three hours Cor a plu•b•r to coae tlown 

---- '~*ilfl!Pfl!~~~lt=...,...-- •••. ....-~»'-"'- .,...,, !1111$-Al""9:Wl!IO~ 'l"' • ...,- .,_ .. _,. ,..- -~.._., ~H·- ..--.., _ _..,.,,,.,,.,~ .. •·- - - · -~ .. 
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three houre. Th• water was eo•inc aown into all those 

apartMents for three hourar twelve hun4re~ fa•ilies. Why 

isn't a plumber available an4 · the response was ~ You 4ian•t 

call for an hour an4 a half' an4 the reaaon ' you 4ian•t cal 

was you wante~ to embarrass . the Houaiac · Autkority. How 

can people ' live in those bircu•staaees? 1 -The faaily in 

whose apartaent the water ·was oasea4iac -- the nu•b•r• of 

fa•ilies -- ai4 they consciously plot aa4 says Ha, wear 

going to let what - we t have b• , eoaketf · jUet SO we CaJI ilake 

the newspapers. ·· ··--· 1 
" 

1 ., ' 

Now, that water ··wasn•t ·put on for ' ay purpoee .' an4 I 

don't even know what the source of' it '"wasr ' but, it is a 

4.aily trau111a " th••• ' people l:lve i i.ar ··· tlaily trauaa. · t 
. .. ;, - -

We met with the Housing Authority bef'ore ·:we · eater•• 

the pleas anti ' we trie4 to aecotiat• ~-wi tli 
1 

t~ ,~.,.~~ - say . to 

th•• I Lo.ok ~ . at a •i•i•u• ~let .., the I elevators ... .;..t'.~ ~~; We·· ar• 

elealinc wi tit 'thirteea · floors • •. , ... w . .. ar~ ,. tlealili r ;\Wtk olti 

people. , We are ··••line witll ·wo••• "with " chil•r••· · , They 

year and a half' Jiowr :f:l.x th•• ~· · U "' • 
~' ~ , ,,..,, r" ~·· : ,t · · ·~ 

Well, there · was a sti'ike ; '"' We" caa•t ···do ' anytll:.bsg ' abou 

that. · Well, f'i:x: ' th• incinerators ·: l 'l'•• carb•«• ··backa ' up 

to th• · :fourth · and f'i:ftlt · floor be daue• ·, it ·· i• ilot i buraed aa 

wllea :1. t is burned I tile '· smoke .., backs : up 1 to . tlle '· top. ~· . Fix the 

·incinerators~ .. 

fi ·. • ' . .. 
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Well, we have a plan f'or that. We don't have 

the aoney, but we have a plaa. '· 

Give U8 so•• ••ourity ' •o that the old people wa 

are ridin~ in those few elevator• don't c•t aucced and 

don't cet killed1 tkat the people who live on the cround 

floor don't cet ripped oft'1 that · there is so•• •••blano• 

of peace of aind. Give us ao•• aeourity. We don't have 

t.he 111oney. f •• • t . i .- 1 

Give the kids a · plaee te play, ' Whea you plan 

those structures and you · pack · t••• witk faaili•• -iadi•­

cri•inately, you didn•t ·provide .for a .place for - the kids 

to play. Where are ~taey 1 coiq to take their ' •••rcy out? 

Giv• the• a place ·to · play. · .... Well, 1 we have «ot a plaa for 

that. ·· We are coing to clear out ·· soae ·of · the 1 apartaenta. 

Give us some protectioa acaiast movi•c people 

into this place · arbitrar~ly and witaout diecri•inatioa. 

Give us some protectioa f'roa ·aoviac · f'aailies ·of' knoVJt 
~.. ' •<>f' ' 

so•• protectioa f'roa these ··k:lada of P•ople. · · Dea• t du•p 

the• in our backyard and ••Y to uar Go solve your OWll 

proble•e. · Go cl•a11 · up your OWJI ••••• :· 1, 00 •ak• your •l•-
,l~ 

vators run. ·, Provide your oWJl · aeeur:l.ty. · Help · us. · , Well, 

we have a plan for tkat, too, and they were supposed to 

supply us with · all ' these plans. <1 They ' were auppoaed to .f· 

. doeu•ent what it · is tlley were doi11c and wnat it ·· is they 

---llllil&ii·.i~~ •ne•·..::=~"".;:--.,a,_. __ ,...s_zu;;..,_,..,, ___ "'."-.. 1"'"'._. -, •. _.,. ___ .......,. _ __,,... 
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can do and can't do beeause they doa•t have the aoaey or 

the expertise and you know · whaf: we aot eo far -- · aothin• 

not a thing. The apolociea of 1 their ·lawyer ia what we 

cot. ..,. 
• • .. '\ .. • ' \1 - i 

Now, · it oan• t co ·· on, Jude• I it just can• t co 

on. I see the President · aaya · ,for •icateea ' aontha aaybe 

we are not goinc to build any publio aouaiac. rt caa•t 

12 

co on. You caanot ·,eontiaually · crusll ' people who are •••re nc. 

You can't do it · and I succ••t to 1you ' that in all oC this 

the Court is -beinc used a• ~• -··foil . not • by the · teaaata · . .. , 

because · they oan• .t 'win in ' Court. , . But, ' it · is beinc uaed 

by those forces , th.at want ···to keep , t.hea · dowx ·' ia a ••••• 

that they hav• · •ade -· the issue, ·'t1te · t94,000 tlleir eyabolJ 

their ••acer ay•bol · of collective power and the outti•c 

off of those -leaders • tkat · care for th••• 

They - .laave shif'.ted the · f'oeue n:f'ro• vkat 'th••• ••• 

go throuclt or ' these wo•en aad ckildrea oa a day-to-day 

basis to llow bad the -leadera ~are beoauae they disobeyed 

the court aad , llov uacoaaeieaable .. :l.t ' ie for th•• not · to · ' 

pay th• reat. 1 • : · ! " 1i i • . .,..., _ r-.r: 'f , .; , . . , .. i ' ~ ' ' '1 ..• , • } , <" 

· I thiak ' the ·Court , ia ' viaer than t~at and there 

ia a probl•• aad you .. eit ., e•s••tially ' aa ··a parent . because 

t.be Court ia · an arbiter. , ... , ~. ~-. C.' , . t ,. J· ;-.>·' · , .. .. , ... .. · 

·· T.he Court is a ,aouro• ·o:f' , cuidaaoe, a aouro• ·Of 1 

what is richt aad ia ·.a '.••••• ' tll• rpeopl• that oo•• before 

----a,; -4~(·:S·"f!-,...., - ~ :;!?:~r.;:a:.;J·_i,11',Z~---- ··'"''""'· -----"'!+-""'··· -·~- ------ - -
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you are the Court• a cllildre11 and, , Judge, if' your children 

are wrong -- eveJI i~ they beli•v• ·taey ar• · •orally right 

and if' they are wronc, · your ··oblicatioa ie - to show th•• 

the ri,:ht way. ··You puniah t th••• ·you doa•t •ai• th•• aad 

you don't crueh ' tlleir hopea • ... · 1 , , :· , .. 

What I a• aski•• · you 0 to do ie ,not - to hit so 

hard that they ·are aaimed aad ' not to · orush their . hopes 

because among the other t'uJ1etioas waick you have i• the 

f'unetion of' a teacher so that aot '. oaly - these ••• caa 

profit by your · judc••nt · but · all ---of' tae people , waose lives 

are affected by thia · coaditien , aad , tkat . ai•ply is this · 

Judge, What · ar• tlle parent• •oinc to paaa dowa to the 

cllildren? · There · are lota .'. of kid• 1 Jae.re • wko -. are listeaiq 

to what each of' us says. ·,t Wkat i• the _. aesaace . the aext 

ceneration is l coi•c · to cet? ... " ,:;, f. "" - ' i :- ., ,ro • • .• • I 

· The , ceaeration , whick • preoeded tkese •kids cot a 

111easag-e and that aeaaac• ; •wa111 that 1only ._ i,:iole•c• •icht . hel 

and they acted out their •••••c• ··.t:ive year• ,qo • ... 'I'h•s• t, 

parents, the responsible people , _o'f' :t:k• -City, , tt.he .responai 

tenants want to teaca taeir ~children .. -ot11ez, leaaon ao 

they set an exa•ple for tlle•aelves. ·· ,. ,, . ·r '. ,. - ... , .... ~ 

· Can they ·oonvey · to .. f:h•ir ·childr•• ' hope? Can .. • 

they say to tkeir ohildrea ,tk• Court ·has ·coapassioni th• 

Court 

stand 

£1 ipi 

has perspectives • the Court , :la rstronc e11ou.-k ,to with 

this assault ·-011 •its :latecrity a11d ,·it · is like ·a ., -.. · 

·- 4? -

l J 
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l 
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parent and when the pareRt is struck he is stronc enouch 

to hold the hara and to -understand and that is what I 

am askinc oC you, Judge. Th• Court ' is ' atronc eaouchJ it 
~y • I 

is not - a croup , oC •••1 it · is aa ideal oc ·waat we hope is 

the very beat oC our coaauaity and ·you can ' cive a •essace 

oC nope to these children and another •easace, Judce. 

You are dealinc with ·a priest. ·· H• doesn't de-

... ,.8..'!.~ve any special co~sideratioa beoause he is a pr:f.:.~
1
~.! ~,-

"' 

• V , ,_.f j 

because he wears a eloth or -doesa•t wear a olotllJ because 

he was ordained or wasn't ordaiaed.; ·But, because Jte is 

a relicious aan, beoauae in his :heart lie baa opted t ·ctr·':dp 

cood and to live for aore thaa a thousaad days a.ad a 

thousand lone nights ill .with people wllo are •ot froa ·ais 

social backcroundi to live not : ,.in a ' patroaizin.c fashion 

but to live ,and to - do good on a · day-to-day baais1 · to pro­

vide cuidanceJ to provide ' ao~•I to provide underataadiq 

0£ what relicion and goodwill ' f'or ••• ·is. ·· That is the '~ 

kind of •an that stands before you, a · truly ' good aan. ' The 

kind 0£ ••n that we •••d if' ' w• a11 · a~e · tc, e~lv• our · probl• a 

collectively throuch peace and ••n-violent ••ans. 

behind bare a :teelin&'• You · caJl' t put ·"behiad ·, bars a f'rustr 

tion wita a little kope tllat · it i• 'ceinc to solve their 

pro bl••• • . You can• t put · taos• behind bar• I · •• bars will 

hold th••• Say to your ~olleacu••, '·say r to th• Court and 

·- .-· ... - · ... ___ - . 
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to the people of the co•munity tkat the Court is stronc 

enough to withstand this insult. It will cuid• by puaish 

but the punish•eat will be · lees sy•bolic, a toke11, an und• 

standinc that th• Court has th• richt and aaa th• •icht 

and it can exercise it, but for the sake of the future 

it will do coed. . .. 
COURT: Do you Jtav• anythi•c to . add to what 

your counsel nae said, · Mr. Co•erf'ord? · .. 

MR. COMERFORDr Yes, Your Honor. Thereat stri • 

at Stella Wricht Ho•es ~becaa , alaost tbree · year• aco. It 

began over one thine, · the · oeaditiona 1that exist in those 

buildincs • . ,,. t .... 

Everyone who has any fa•iliarity - with the City 

of Newark knows what the conditio•s ·are - like in the 

Projects. Everyone who has read th• papers knows what 

the conditiona are like in ;the Projects . .... Everyone knows 

that the elevators don't work i• a thirteen story . buildin 

where little children •live as hicb ·as 1th• twelf'th floor, 

where aenior citizens ·are ·i•prisoned aa · hich as the 

twelfth floor. 

Everyonft knows in these , days o~ antipoilution 

that we have an incinerator syst•• taat , backs up daily. 

You can wake up in ·th• ·•ornin• and aave , your nostrils 

covered ·witk soot fro• 1 tn• · baoked ·UP· iaoiaerator. 

We know what ' it ia ·like to idrive throuch the 
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Central W'ard ,1rl' -·Newark at ·nic.ht ' so we certaialy can i•aci 

what is aust be to walk inte , the ·Projeot• alone at nicht. 

Everyone who drives throuch the Central Ward sees that it 

reseables , a boabed out area; but if you have to live th~re, 

you realize even •ore. ·· You realize it •ore when you have 

to co to the store and there ·1• no store to co to. You 

realize it more whea you have dirty clothes and there is 

no place te take the• to wasa . .. Yeu realize it aore wkea 

you co a loac way to the store -to do your week's saoppinc 

and you aave to -brine the buadles ko•• a11d up tkose £licht 

0£ stairs. · You realize ·ft ·•ore ·wnea you kave little 

childrea and -they waAt to co out to play. · 

It is very ironic tkat a£ter ·alaast three years 

16 

of our tryi11.c to call attention te . these ·c••ditieas -- the • 

coaditioas that -everyone kaewa abeut · tkat we stand kere 

before you about to be sentenced over a •atter that kaa 

nothing to do with ·the oond:ltioas. We are dealiac witk 

bricht people, the people wh• ,run the Housing Authority, 

the people who sta££ tlle United ,States Departaeat of ,, · 

Houainc and Urban Deve1opaent . are ·s~ppoaed to be bricht 

people. Way aren• t -we talk:J.q about · tile :lsaues, ·· the issue 

of the conditions aad if · we are co:lnc to -talk abeut •o••Y, 

why after al•ost three year• iare ··w• : ta1ki•c about t94; 000 

whea at one poiat s2,ooo,ooo has bee• ·withheld in 1rent • . 

I can•t ·JJuHp but wonder :l:t'· tllia ··re£uaal te discu • 

----~i" "!::'00,-W:..,,-SJJ*~i ;;t;;t.---------~·-- ---·~ ~. . · ¥ & iii . £ WWW 
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tke conditions isn't a• i•plicit iway tkat th• Newark 

Housiag Authority and the ' Depart•••t of Heusiac and Urban 

Developaent and our ·eociety is ·aayinc · to people~- to 

black people and ' to peer ' peopl•a ' Tkat is where · you · belon 

a11d that is wher~ you are coinc to stay. 
1 

·' Tk• :..ceaditien• 

you are talking about are ceiac ·to reaain that way. 

If that is what is beiq said t• us, I think 

J7 

tk• peepl• should not -- ' I ' thiak !the Newark Heusinc Autho ity 

aJld HUD sheuld say very clearly wkat . ·taey are cei.nc to 

de about the cendi tioas. · ·- ·· ,.. 1 ... ·" 
• "' ' " v• r ' . 

• "' • i t . t' 

My invelveaent at '··stella Wrickt He•••· beC&JI 

over four years ac• when I ' vas statio•ed i• Qu••• of ' Anc• s 

Ckurck ia th• Ceatrai · Ward. ;·'·I ' bee•• · by '' vis:l ti•c t11• · ·· · · 

people ia t1le Prejeots anc:1·· talkiac · te : tk••J tryi•c to fin 

eut what was happen:l11c · there ' te ' ·fiad eut · if' I could be of 

service. 
: :. r, .r • . • ,,,. \ \ ~· r ,. i , :' ) '. ·t ,· • ·"' : . i ,., ." •. 

I found etit "'very ' quickly · tker• ifere ' ~JN'9bleas; · 

•assive probl••si but, th• proble•a wer••'t only the con­

ditions. Tll•r• were ~the · otller ·' prebl••• ~ ef' despair, ll•P•­

lessn•••, fear, · 1ack ·· ef ·' ce-unioati••• the lack · et' any ' 

... . . ... 

•• " ' ,. ... s Feur years ''ac• I 1Jeiited . tecetker ' with . a creup 

•t · te.11.aats at Stella ' Wr.icht "t• -beci• "·work:lnc tocetller te 

o~erc••• theae ' preble•• and tke tenants werked very hard 

and tkey kave .. overo••• .. a '' let ' et' tk•s• 1 pro bl••• beoauae " ). ~ · 
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there isn•t despair at Stella Wricht any •ore and there i 

not hopelessness. There 1a courace and atreqta · er yeu 

wouldn't see the courtroe• f'illed today - and tkere 1 8 · aope 

Reoeatly, ' Lieuteaaat Kerr •f .the Newark Police 

Force whe is in cllarce of · the · Houaiq ~Pelice atated taat 

statiatioally cri••• are lower ' at · Stella Wricht ·Athaa tlley 

are at Scudder Ho••• ·and ·Haas ·Ho•es &lid . this caa be ­

attributed not to any · pelice · action th•r• because•• has 
., ,. ,l.. . .... -'~\ . # .: 

--ci. 1:,• • •. . ·.iJ, l ,..>~,,t: : :, . \." .... 

attributed to the u1tity . a••nc t.he · tea&llta t.bat ····are watelti c 

18 

out for eacll otlleri '~ But ; , tiler• ·are , •••• · pratbleaa ""'t1lat ' · 

the tenants caanet dea1 ··.w1t11r caiutot t cope 'with, · TJaey . 

c&m1ot f'ix the elevators. · ::Tkey c .... ot ' replace · the :l•cine 

ter syst••• ' : Taey · c&JUlot "' keep f· tll• 1 bulldezera I fr•• k••ckin 

doWl'l all their store• and ' all. '·the ·~ etker ~ alteraative heus.:i. 

a-

and for••d a ten&Jlts :assec ·iat:1en. 1because · tllat ia what you 

are auppoaed to de. 

Tltey f'or••d ·, • ten-ta •, aaeeciat:lea ~ that ·weuld 

represeat aad be able · to · speak •- :f'or r tlle ~entire · projeot · aad 

:ln · tile · ceurse o:f' tllree years i we:,:kav•• • t Jiaeard a d:laaenti• 

voice at Stella Wricllt · :fro• ' the ·,ve.tce · et tile ' • teaaats ·' 

asaec:f.at:loa and al•o•t · three "yeare ·' •C• !c'..they becaa Jaoldi•c 

back ·t.he:lr · rent. ·, 1 
•• ' ' J I I ·, ~- { ' 

• . l ., , , . : 

C 

•• 1 • ~ · . , •· Wllen tlley bee•• , I vae " on• ... f the oaea .' they aake ' 

• » .aJl,!.!!..: ;;a z; ., . -· - ··-. IH :,. • 

~·~. 

~ 

a 
r 

1 
. I 



' . -· 

• -t 

:--," . 

- · > 

( • 

. } 

. 
1 ' 

,. 
ol < 
I, . 

;; 

:! 

()~ 

I J ! 
I 

I ss 
'I 
I f l 
l 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

- 15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

· 23 

I ~i ZS 

I 
• I. 

to watca the •oneyi tG aold · it f'or th••• I don't know 

if anyone here has · ever held ••••one el••'• ••••YI but, 

when you do that, you are ~very oaref'ul about it aad tae 

•ore •eaey that :le · :lnv•lved aad !the ••r• ·that ••••Y ••aaa 

to the people, the •ore careful · yeu are. 1· -

In Neve•ber we were •faced wita · a situatioa wher 

we saw the Court about te take · that · S94,ooo aJld turn it 

over te the Newark Heusi•• ·Autiaer:ltyr .... tJae Newark Houeiac 

Autaority whica ·kad · done ·aetai•c ~t• better · tae conditions 

over the last twe aad a llalf - years. - i . • -· ,· ' • ·" . :: • . ,r 

Oa tae ••• JI.and• ;·ve .. knew '·w• ,were uJlder · a court · 

order 11.et te alter , the · f'era ' er ),. tJae ,r. place •f tJae · ••••Y• -. 
Oa the other h&Ad, · we ' lleard aad i J:·;Jaeard tae veices of' ·· · 

tenants tell:lac •• ' to ·'· retura ·-taeir , ••••Y · te · tlle• aot t• 

destroy it• net to burn :lt• ; net te waste - :lt, ... 11'.o~t• loee · 

itJ but• siaply c:lve :1.t· back to the• and let tae• settle 

•attera with th~ Newark Hous:lq , Author:lty &Kd·w:lta tae 

Court. \ f • ,;. , ...... ~ r l r ' ' . ·! ... • • • . . ' ' ., ?"" t • • • - ~ J . ..... 1 . 

1 • A•oac the peeple · wkoae - a8aey I held was the '· 

••••Y •f Mrs, Threadcrat"t • ~ Mru TJareadcraf't paid .his rent 

ev•ry aonth :late our fuad , r I celleoted . :lt f'r•• Jaia. 

· , '· : Ia March et 1971 aa •• ·· wa• ooa:lnc ao•• f'ro• wor , 

he · atepped into an elevator aad wae aucc•d there, left 

uacea•ci ous with hia Jaaade -, tied .behiad Ja:la back. It waaa' t 

uatil , tJle · ae.xt - d~y tkat h:le •,w:lf• ·· f'ouad k:l• :la City Heepit l 

------ -~f~ar--s:raw;'l~~ .... ~-~ ----......,..-:-~··~-
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in a coaa. He died · a ' fev daya later ~ - . • . , 

Was I •oin• to · •ive 'Mrs. · Threadoraft'• ••ney . 
' \ ... ,., 

back to the Newark ·Houaiac Authority waen the elevators 

still didn't work and ~there ' still is · •e •aeourity ~there? 

I held the •oney of Mr, Dawki•s. · Mra. Dawkins 

told us aace that ia the •iddl• · •~ · the ' •ickt ker·asth•ati 
'i t'<f'f l N •ii · ,J· 

. . . ' ·~··· . 

child had an attack. Ske lives ' on - the tenth floer of 

2J2 Prince Street. You ean•t ·~et cabs · to c••e ,te the 

Prejeets at nicltt aBd · you can't cet · tlH police. So she 

had to take 11.er child out, aa : . .'astJa•atic cai.ld ... ,..d c• by 

20 

bus to the E••rcenoy ' Section -e:f ' CityHeapital. '· Mrs. Dawki s 

was pregnant at tlle · ti•e. ·· ·Ia : the p:ltcll darkness because 

there were no lichts 1 in tn• ·aallway ,or the ' eta:l.rways,alae 

walked dewn tea :fli&llta ~e:f .. eta:l.ra .. aad 1 tw• blocks to · tJae 

bus atc,p I had her · child ·treated aad breucht {-tht ~,~ hild -back 

he••r walkinc up ten ~lickta ·, e:f .. ataira. "' Shortly afterward 

Mrs. Dawkin•• okild 'was · atillbern it'· ,, Waa ' I coi~ ;, .... ~o retur• 

Mrs. Dawkins• money te the Heuaiac :Autherity wllen ••• , 

still lives on the rtentb ' floer , and llas :five or six childr• 

I held the .. meney ~et' fMr. a•d Mre. 1 Slouae. r had 

a special a:ffiaity to Mre. · Sleane : beeause ·· alle waa tll• enl 

other whit• person livin• ·i• tae 1 proJ•ot a•d r · was at a 

•••tiac at tlleir houae ·when Mr. Sleaae aanouaced that tke 

were aovi•• out of tke preject ;becauae hie wife kad ,beea 

z . • . .. e .:.... ..i . ;, , _, tw _ _s ~. ~·, :i(il .-~-: ·- · .. - .-· - . -• 'T 
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mucc•d for the f'if't!t time. · Waa I •oiac to' return the 

Sloane's money to the ' Nevark Houeinc Auth!rity when the 

conditions were · still that bad? · · . '' , .. ,.,. • •• • ,I • • l · ~ 

I remeaber returaiq ' Mrs. · Raclaad'a •oney t• he 

She lives•• tke tentk f'leor. · ~A• · I cave · it back to her, 

I told her tkat this ••Y :lnvolve · trouble for her1 that ' th 

Newark Houai•&' Authority would be · after .Iler. ' ·n:1.d she 

really want her money back and · she leeked at •• ' ·very 

day and every day I have to 1• coae 1 up 1 Ud walk : up tea 

f'lichts of stairs. I Just caa•t · t:ake :lt ·•ueltloncer. We 

have a serv:loe every Sunday ,··aicht '·:la ' the preJect. Every · 

Sunday •icltt I walk hoae wita 1.two : ladies ;. vko 11:lve :I.a •Y 

buildinc and every Sunday aicht we walk iato tlae ' filthy 

buildi•c and I hear thea ·aaap with horror at tke f'uaes. 
':"•·"', ,1J·~~~·f}~! ; 

We try the elevator but it never ·werka :·er 1 aeldo• 'works ' an 

in and say what can we ' do? d "Was x:.·t• c:lve tkeir ••••Y ·back 

to th• Newark Housinc Autherity? t ·i.'1:·t ·1 · ,·1" ·· -r ,, 1 ·,t ,., · ~ 

' .... : · Tlae court is eona:l.der:lnc a very aarrow issue, 

a li•ited issue of eenteapt ·ef · court -,over the ;·r•nt funds. 

I ask the Court, while it a:l.cht ·pass Judc•ent •• ' this '· 

narrow iasu•, to c•t ua ' back ••··tll• r.icht track. Th• · 

when I . thiAk of · Toby I thillk ,·et th• ··ti•• ·11e t had ·: to brine 

«a.Li --·- ~-·~:a;:=::-:;;a111•. "II!', ~.r-.. ~ -:zr~-,,11"':>Jl'!',.,,crs ~~~. ~-""' AP"P.': . .... • -: -- -:;...,.. • • ...,,._...,._.._.., , -- . - ,, · - ...,- --
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his wif'e and hie sick child home ··f'ro• the hospital. Toby 

lives on th• eichtk ' f'loor et' 280 ' Priace Street. 1 

The •levator waan•t workinc ao he had to ao up, 

as so •any people have te do, the adjoi.11.:ln• buildinc'• 

elevator. In brincina hia ·.-wit'e ' and a little baby home 

f'ren1 the h9sp:l tal t ' they had '.to ' walk ' across th• root' and 

co•• down their own buildinc to : the ' 'e:l•hth t'loor. 
,; , ·~ ..• 1. . , . . : 

When r think of Ed Satterf'ield r think of tne 

many hours he has put in tryinc ' to . bet"t•r " conditions at ~ 

Stella Wr:1.cht Homes• i: I th:l.ak " eape .oially : et the time when 

af'ter •idaicht aerviee on ·chriataaa Eve heva• at any 

apart•ent and lef't to ao ho••· l ·xt va11
1 

about " three ia th• 

•orning. H• «ot ' on ' the · eievator in h:la ' bu:lld:lnc and apen 

f'ro• three in the · 111endn& until ·seven · thirty ' in '· the aorni 

These are ' tke oecurrencea that happen daily and 

for every peraon :ln tile . rent · fund ".'. tb 'ere ; :le . an iacident. ' 

There are a nu•ber of' ' incidents . tllat · hav ·e taken .. away a 

J • • .. " ' • 

f•r th• f'uture. 

' Ve stand before you·today · aa 1 th• defendants• 

22 

but the •uilty people are · th• peopl4t 1who f·have reepona:lbil t.t•• 

-- creater responsib:llitiea ·: than · v• ., have · recard:lnc the 

rent · fund and who ·· t'a:ll : to addreau, ·' titeae respona:lb:llitiea 

and I•• th:lnkiq ' of' the · Newark Houainc Authority. 

------ . , ,. ·--
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If the Newark Hou ,e:f.nc A.uthor:f.ty canno ,t 1:f.ve . up _ 

to its obligations on . :I.ta lease wh,.:f.~h. requires :f.t to 

rend~r dl'toent, safe, . . and san:f. tary _ l:t ,v::tnc .conditions, then 

it should say so • . .. / . 

If :f.t oan•t f:f.x the elevators -- :f.f ~t can't 

clean up the build:f.nca, :f.t _should say so. 
' . 

I am thin.kine of Waah:J.ncton. I am t _h.inkinc of 

HUD and I•• tk:f.nkinc of the White House. 
r ' . • . 

The bu:f.ld:f.ncs at Stella Wricht Ho•es are 
I, , , • I ' • ' • ' 

~.bu:f.ld:f.Jlgs. Ult:f.mate;I.y:, _they , are th~ _landlord. Teday the 
. . . . ' . ... , -~!' ... ,::;·';i':;,,1, .. 

Court is coiq to _speak ,to u~ 
1
ab~ut . :our failure , .. to . i:-ul:fil 

a reaponsib:11:f. ty t .• t~• .. · Cou~~, ~~~. ~• -, t~e C,ou _r .t . ;•v•r . . 

coinc to speak te the .-~andl~rd? ; Ia it ever c_oin.c to ape 

to the teras o:f that lease tha~ Jtot . _only _ requiZ'e . .s us to 

pay rent but requires the111 _ to Pr _oviqe decent, a~fe, and 

sanitary livinc conditions? 

I am much 1:f.ke ' you, . Judce Ki-elman. I am whit. 

I •• suburbans I a• •iddle . classtt ,. My _ lawyer ~ae 1very 

richt when he said I ua not _used I to : liv:f.•c .in _tp ,ose .Proje 

and I a• not used to see:f.nc p~op .le treated lik ,e ~,th~ ,t 

because they de•• t treat whi~• people ,li~, , , that. , They 
I • '·· 

don't treat the peeple . t.hat ~ .~~o~ . l~ke that. The Court 

doesn• t even . treat the• , like .t .ll•Y ,:~ave l;,~•1'.' treated ,.! ver 

the last two and a half years. , 1 T~.a~ _1.i• . why I caa• t Ju .st 

walk away :fro• the scene. 
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My lawyer was very riaht in eayinc that we live 

with these proble•s every day and I don't have the luxury 

at nicht to co back te suburbia and ~orcet. I live there 

.. ' -~ Rnd I look at tht'!! people and I logk at the people as a 

white person who is automaticaily suspect to black people 

~nd I have said over the p~st thrco and four yoara we can 
·1~ " ~ R!,•lj ... ~ • ., ., . 

do somethinii• 

I look as a priest who ' repre .sents a church whic.h 

' . . 

represants a relicioa which claims to~ speak for God and ··· 

for richt and for Justice aad I say rwe ' can do soaethi•c • 

I •• askinc the Court · today to · understand what 

is iAvolved here and speak · ·not · only to "us · 'cf' &uilt but ' 

speak to the other parties involved • . ; We ran a rent strike 

for alNost three years. We ne~er ca•• iht~ contact witk 

the Court until six weeks aco b~t still we are not talkiac 

about the is~ues. .. > ·., f . ,... ! ! .... ' ... . : } , ~ f . . . .; . . -~ ._. 

When are we ·aeoing . to ' ta1k about the ·--·.:·a,.-d if' the 

Newark Housill/l Authority rmd HUD continue not to talk 

about the issues we are "oin& to be back ' here 
1agai11 aad · 

acain and a~ain and it ~s i oiric
1 

t~ eet more ·and •ore ·' 

painful for more and m~re ·p~ople and ·all the 1 while th• 

lives of people are bein4r drained · 'away. ,, .... , t I , • ., .: t 

' f COtJRt: Father; · .r wa11t· 'you to knew . that wk•• "' : 

you a,ake a blanket statentent that ' a white 'is auteaatically ; 

suspect of blacks~-
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MR. COMERFORD, Suepect to blacks. 

COURT, You do net speak for everyone. , I want 

yeu to understand that. , · ,. 1 , • , "' . .. I!. · " ,' 

Now, wh~t tave you the impression that Jud•• 

Herbert was about to order the money you were holdi•• to 

be turned over to the Housin, Authority-; : 

MR. COMERFORD: The ' statementa th a t were ooa-

tainsd in his brief of October 12th, Your llonor ; which · 

indicated first of · all that while .. the conditisns were bad 

at Stella Wri&ht Homes, the Newark , Housin~ Authority waa 

doi•c its best aad he could see · ao · way of · takinc ·' actioa · 

aiainat them to speed up the conditions and in recard to 

the $94,ooo, he indicated in that opinion of Octeber 12ta 

that it wasn't doinc anyone any coed and it should be put 

to use and his other comments in court and privately i• a 

•eetin~ with the lawyers and ,the tenants he indicated ai• 

appare•t ~otive to turn thi~ -money . over to tae · Newark ·· · 

Hou•in: Authority. ,, 

It ha3n't been done ; yet, but it certaialy was 

in Jeopardy. ·If we ·had . allowed tae •oney to be turned 

over to the Housing Authority -- I •ic.ht add we could have 

appealed it ,and -they probably ·weulda't have cottea it 

until tlte appeal was · heard. That '·also · meaat we weuld wait 

anethe r six 111onths or a year · •• 1 the ' appeal. ·' 

~/e waited, Your Honor,- two ·and 1a hal:f years ·'C•r ! 
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aoae iaproveaent over th• c~aditioas . aad acain I . repeat 

th• conditioas that daily -- daily are ,takinc away the 

live• ef th~ people. Th• ~rejecte are used for the last 
....... "! ' "1.:J ..... ,·,. 

fiv ·e· yea .rs as the City' a d1:1mping ,:round. . Every ' ·:-hoaeless 

family -- every problem fa~ily , that the City has on its 
I , 

hands is not sent out there to . South Oran ge or to Maplewe 

or Short Hills, but it is sent . into the Prcjects aad tlle 

~ood people who are . trying to ratse their f <lrni.li.Jt1', their 

children decently live in t~ose . surroundings and this is 

forced ,en them. . This . sa1111e .collection . of people . with so 

•any problems put . in the , worst type .. of .. environmeat te cop 

with their problem8 of their . children . co inc .to •clloel. 

You know what school . your . children co .to. You know the 

ataosphere in that classroo111 . ... : Well, the atmospJaere ia . 

Morton Stree:t School and \ve,Bt , Kinney Street Schctel is not 

an atniosphsre that is conducfv ,e : to . learni~. Two and a ,, 1 

half years aft .er the . r,n~ , stri~e ,. ,-::-,7 twe . and a halt' years 

of ~arin~ . do ,some thin~ 2.ri d the . lJeople : who , have . the power 

' •1-.:~ ~ 

to do it -- the Houni.n ,:·. 1i.uthority, HUD -- were t.be people 

land vacant • 

Se two and a ". hal£ ,... Y.ttflr .s ,is .. r 
1
~,onc time te wait 

an~ . if we had . appea,lttd, we ~!!'r't~ hav4? . wa~ ;t!,'d an•ther . six 

months another year. We couldn't wait any l••c•r aad 

I hop., the Court is able to , ,.1:e9oc•i'f~ . this , that .. we haven• t 
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c ••• ~tor•i114: after the Ceurt. We haven't abused th• 

'ourt. ~. have cone threu•h the lecal prooesa and we were 

puafted ri~ht into a concern and 
0

it was either to surrender 
'• •• ".I; , 

the first nine • onths 0£ our effort in the rent strike er 

fa ~e co ntem p t of c U%'t and, a"ain, that dociaion to return 

that fund w·asn•t mine. It waen•t l'oby•s. It was the 

decisi n of the tenant association and it i~ not the two 

ef us who should stand here before you, it is all the 

tenants because it was everyone's decision and it ••ant 

muoh more to th••, Yeur Henor, than it did to•• because 

I can leave Stella Wright. I can leave there. 

I can co out and a•t a Jeb somewhere and have 

a nice life, but they can't and there is not too •uch aore 

taat society, that the City ' ~d that · the aovernment can 

1 

do to the people who live in those Projects. They .have 

taken away all their service, &iven them ' the worst poaeibl 

enviro~•ent1 endancered their livea daily1 •iven th•••• 
educatienal system £or their children, leCt th•• a oity 

where more and more Job3 ar• loavin& aad now ia 'aayinc 

,to · ·tb.•• throuch the refusal to addreao · the con~.:l-ti••• that 

that is the way it is coinc to be. That ia ta• way it i• 

coinc to be. Now, aive us your •oney1 pay up or £ace 

evictioa. That i• wha.t · is b•iri• said. : ' What more caa be 

••id? 
I, ' , ~ , •' l ' I ' ••>,1 , 

COURTs ~••• anyGn~ 
1

ela~ have anyt~in• t• say? 

__ _____ ,1::t;;j. 1.Mitlllil!-'. ••- ... ~9'--.---:----..7 r-:--- - ---•-· .... · ..tee 
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Very well. We will . take · • ve~y . short recess 

and I will consider the re••rks of ,. ceuasel aad the reaark 

ef defendants befere decidiac what · will be d•ne in this 

case. 

' ' .. ,,.~-.4r ' 

, I 

Just a few minuteD, gentle~en • . 

(Thereupon a short recess was taken,) 

COUHT: Mr. Henry and Mr. Co~erferd, . will . yeu 

please rise. 

Gentlenten, by your plea of guilty , to a .. charce 
· "' .. · "r•,<.,\. '~ 

of contempt of court y~u have ad•itted violatin« a ,Qeurt 

order which eblicated you . te h<0ld ,.. i~tact , some $94,000 ., , 

o~ rental funds deposit~d by the tenants of Stella Wrickt · 

Ho•es. •.:-·~ ! • f ' I • 
. . ) ... 

,,. ' \ The court . order which required the , .. .£.UMS t• . be 

safeguarded h a d nothin g to do with ~the meri~e of . tk• ~ 

cf!>ntroversy between th n tenants and . the New~rk Heuaiac . 

Authority. •. ; 

For p resent purposes, gentlemen, ,_ I ".' asau•• -d I 

can acree with you thRt the conditions at the , Stella ,. 

Wrieht Ho111es are not what they should be 1 Jhat 1 tlle , ceadi­

tiens are bad, even deplorabl~. ; I ~hink you ., are ,. er were .. 

and may still be under a Calse , impre•sioa 1 w~en yeu pr•- : 

surwed · that the court would side wi~h . the ,.Newark Heuai•I' -

Authority. I think you 111isread Jude• . Her1?•rt ceapletely , 

whe.11 ,YOU assumed that h9 miiht aot .•r .der . a , cerre .ct:loa .. 
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) 

of the conditions at the Stella Wricht He•••• 

The $94,000 which you were obli4ated to keep 

intact and even the 1.2 million dollars werth of rental 

which has been withheld could very well have been used 

to correct the v~ry conditions of which you now and have 

in the past complained. 

I am certain that the funds would not ' have . been 
.:~ "! ' .L .J ,)_.,.. 

turned over to the Housing Authority in complete disrecar 

of the rights of the tenants without any conditien that 

,· .. those funds be · used to remedy the obj ecti ona-b:l ,e; ,cond.i tion 

existinc at the homes. · Yet, you · centlemen in yo~r ~•al 

chose to take the law in your own hands~ 
:._ · : -;; ,, 

I want you to know that the ceurt fj ' vit~11y 

interested in the welfare and well beinc of the tenants. 

However, that does not alter the fact . of your actions. 

Although you may have been motivated . :l;a return! 

the Money by what you ch~ose to call and firmly believe i 

a higher moral authority, your actions~ nevertheless, · 

were calculated to e mb a rrass, hinder, artd obstruct the 

ceurt in the . administration of · Justice 1~~ Justice net 

only te the Heusing Authority, but
1
' ju8tice to the tenants, 

and your actions had the effect of ~les8e~int . the
0

autkorit 

and dignity of the court as a co-equal . branch of covern-

ment. To allow your acti~ns to .go unpuni~hed ' becauee - you 

pro _fess to follow a hi~h~r naoral obliiation wouid e>niy 
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l 3 
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c ontr1 . ute •nd l11ad to aaarchy vnich •Y oath o! •!'!ice 

&Jld •y • o ral oblia•tio.n te society c•••anda •• t .o prevent. 

It ie £~r •• a ead coaaeatary oa pr••••t day 

val p lr who a nit thy have little or a• reapec 

!or th lawf.'ul o rd ~ £ a c urt, neverth le ns , CAA c••• 

into th v ry sams co rt ~nd a 3k for ju ti 

ito h~n n . F rtunately fry u .r c urt 

cono ti u ,. oti ,ll ben n ver b .a c kwar do in 

of ju ti c for tho8• wh v u id un der•i n• i 

ths of n rs. 

and dicni ty .,. a t"' n c h 

t d ·r•·•• a.n 

and aercy at 

m •• it ia 

c e~ideratio 

utllerity. 

I ' I l tt C\n u t of •• b r you aoi .17 warra:at• 

ha ehou d 8 t 

thelesfl th n ("n ~· 

you Th a 

ty here, c•n.tl••••, i .t 1• aeYer-

his c.,urt to you Tob,:; ~ ary · and 

o r lea of cui .lty to th• chara• 

•f conte"1pt that y u l>e i.m risoned at th• Easex C•Wlty 

Correct! nal Center fr a ter• •f' 45 days. 

Nay I hear fr~ Nr. Silber with respect t• the 

charge rentainin&' · ~• inst Edward Satterfield. 

MR. SILB Rz As I indicated laat time vh•• v• 

were he~e before y , u, I h d moved to dis•i•• that c~ara• 

J. 
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because the State simply dees not have any evidsnce te 

present that Mr. Satterfie1d vas oae ef the parties that 

COURT: That motion will be cranted and the 

char&es a~ainst Mr. Satterfield will be dismissed. 

,. ·, The Court is now in recess. 

MR. BERGSTEINa May tAe sentence be stayed 

•pendiq a filinc •fa notice of appeal this aftern•••• 

I'd 1ike to appeal the aeateAce. 

COURT, You have yeur richt te appeal the sen-
,,;,,..\ . ' 

tence and if it is te be stayed, it will aot be stayed 

by this Court, but you ••Y make such a11 applicati•• t• the 

Appellate Court. 
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