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To those of our fellow Christians concerned about the building of Kawaida 

Towers: 

,,.,,. j '.· 

Dear fellow Christians: " 
I 

I 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with -you. 
'I 

I 
"The love ,of Christ constrail}eth us" to , listen intently to the concerns of ' 

all and to take them · se~iously. . . . . , I 

I • , 

Those living ,tmmediately in the North ~ewark 

' I 
'I 

situation and affected most directly by it pave perceptions ' of Kawaida Towers 
\ . . 

I ii• ' .. - I 

that must be respected ani taken se ·rif.ously. ·
1
Likewise, there are other ' and , 

! \ , / I 

) 
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sometfmes confl _icting concern !% that must be resp,~cted. ' · I 

. ',•,, ' . 
, ', 

In putting a picture . on ~he wall, we need tp st _ana back in ,__,c:>'rd~r1 to determine · 
~ J 

I\ l \ ' ~ I I ' '.,I I , < - . ......: 'f 

whether or not it , liangs st~aight -. Similarly, we be~ieve __,t:here is need for 
I· \ • • ~ . '\ ). 

· all of us ,to sta~d back from , tne pres~nt : ·cont ,fove 'rsy ·1~ ordei;: : ,to • fop.us 1\lOre 
• ' ,J ' , I ( 

clearly upon 'what ·is iQvQlved ~- As ·.in.embers· ,4?._f tlie 'wid~i; ~hristi~ '·;couµnun:tty, 
I ~ \/ • J / ,' ., / '{ \ - '" 

we -are called upon to "to speak · the t 'rutli ., in : iove" . tci~ on~ , ~ano ·ther ,as · we direct 
. I· , ' ( . . 
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our faith to th~ !ss~e ~hefore us. ,, ( ?; " 
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I 1 , I ' - d.' I I I ( As we see _it, tJie issue is .no~ .wl\etlier .. a r¢.fl.1gio;us ' or i eolog:L_cal group in ' 
. / . - , ·~ .' ( i < , ' 

. I( , . . 'j I ' ! " ,~ ' . . ' ~ ' I 

this case - the Temple ,, ~£ Kawai 'da) 1 has , a r ,ight ~to , 1=1ponsor a p\,lblicly ' financed 
I, _ l r / ' ~ ~ ' ' , • 

housing development o Any '~elig~ous ~tou.p ' h'as 1 thi!3 , right . und ,er the hous!ng 
l ( ( I I i· I I 

I . I ~ ~ I ' 

statutes '. The Methodists · :i.n nearby qeal~y'Tmiers , exar ,eiaecl thio ,,r ,ight \ 
.; I' ' , I I I ... 1 1 \\ 
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. as have many 'ot;hcr Nem:rrk .group s ·, - 'both l>L~c?; ~~.d :w~i~e. 

The issue is 

ther e is such 

I I I I 

I" ~1 , I r•• ',, • I I t,. \ , --: \ 

not . whether · ihere i~ a need ~dr houping :i.n·~ewark. Obviously 
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a need; at le 'ast ' a third ,o·t ·pne ho~oifl ,l. is suo""st kmdnrd • . 
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The issue is not whether a group can sponsor racial~y 'segr~gated housing. In 1 

accordance with New Jersey's civil rights laws, occupancy at Kawaida Towers 

, - I 
must be open to all races and et .hnic groups. 

The issue 1in this instance is not wheth~r to have high rise housing. Regardless 
I 

of its wisdom, the high rise policy is al ,present reality. The neighborhood \ \ , , r 

is zoned for and located near high rises ·. ); 
I 

1 . 11, . 
The issue is t;J.Ot that of one group displacing anothef. The . immediate 

I 

neighborhood is already racially mixed, including la:r;:ge numb'erfoi of blac~, , 
-I 

white, and Spanish-speaking people. 

'Ipe main issue is not parking 1)-ot size, schoc,~ crowding, 1sewa~ ·1dispi,sal~ t ·ax 
1 · 

abatement, or the approval process. 1 Although ~ucp ponce~n& ; ate important and 
I • ,. . .• , , ;-.' 

in some cases should be , explored fur 'ther, ,,they do ,not go~tci the ji~a.,l't ·of · ~he 
' \ 

~atter. · I , I, 
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. And finally, dear brothers and sisters, we must 
' ' . ' : ' ,' 

-I . · I , 
especially emphasi~e that the \ 

/' ,.,\/ I~~ 

issue is not Imamu Ba~aka or ' his teaching~ -. ' We kno,w that some 'persons feel ' 
., 

' , . . /'r . c \ / I I . 

threatened by tlie Kawaid 'a, movement~ ·We ,t:Jhare , a deep cpn~ .e~ aoout these fears. 
' • J . ~ ~ ,I ~n- I ,- I! ' ' 

We affirm our onene~s with · 1YOt.1~ our ' f~llow ,lChrist,ian~ ,,; as you ,grapple with 
• I I I' ; (, ',, 1, l . I "'\! , 

these comp~exities. Nevertheless, we must aii sta~d for ' ~he basic rights 
) . \'' \ - .I 

of all - even those with whom we might / disagree or by whom we might feel 
\ , 

' t 
\ 

threatened. 
• , I ', 

Our American constitutional system affi~s pluralism and I . " 

I ,t I · 

gu~rantees certain basic freedoms and ri:gbtf,,. ~any 'i)of 1our foref~thers ~1:1ffered 
I 

and died as Christians and as noble Americans 1 to win and ' pr~serve these 

freeq 6ms and rights. 
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The basic issue then is: Does any sponsor whi 71' has gone through the iegal 

steps to build housing have the right to build with,out reference to 'the 

sponsor's color, creed, or ideology? When thus stated, the answer ' which must be 

. given by fair-minded Christians 
1
or Americans is obviously "yes". To answer 

I 

otherwise would be , not only a denial of the basic American princtple of liberty 
( 

and justice for all, but ,more fundame ~tally ra ret 'reat from Christian commitment -,, 

a retreat f~om the biblica \ call "to ', ,do just'i~e, to love mE;rcy and to walk 

humbly with your God." I 
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Seeking to speak in tre Spriit of chr i s t", ~e' urg i 'rY.OU OU~ 'f el{ow Cht is t' ians 
!' 11 ' _ 1'/' \1 ,. i I I, 

I t t r I " i, J \,'"'11 'i 

not to allow secondary concerns ~ however imp'ortant they may -seem - t ·o pulL 
, # • , 

1 
r /. 1 1 . '. . , l .., •• 11: 
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you away from the ·clear issue. JWe further. ,urg~ the 1.'C?risti~n . community .-J_to 
I l -' '·\ '\ z \ . - l~ . - -.-

/ 1C , · ~ .1' 
move beyond remaining neutr a'.1. 1t ,' is ii~t .enJ,ugti .rt o 'aiqa1.t ' ,a/.·(in:a1 .word from 

the courts ,, which is no subs~ i tute f or / ~~e-.e~J.'!e~ "~; o~ 
1
of 'cq~s ~ ik~ ce £: om the 

/I - ': \ ·/ I' ' ' ! I ;· / 

community of f ~ith. It is tim¢ fp r go~d ai14 -decent 'peopl~
1
;to :take a positive 

' ' ' ' \ '1, \• ' I' . y < • 
r . · . ~ / 1.; 4 I , ~ 

stand. It !s time for Chris t ians ' to stancj .,,f0.r
1

~j,ust i ce. Affi'bing the ri,.,ghts l~ 
·1•· , '. ' J I -.. - ' t 

r 
·' ' . ' . '<( . , '' I .-· L 

' ' • • ', ' · "? -.: 1 ; \ ·d, ' \. ~ _ I , ' 
of all must if.nclude affirming th ~ . 'i;tight;: ',of ' ,K:awaid·~ fQWQl"S _, l nc • t"O,, build a;t , the 

( . ~,· ' ·,~."\ ' ,. \\ l • 

, ,, ½ I , . .-, , , i 1 1 a ,:\ ( I •/ 1 , ..,. 

Lincoln Avenµe site. ~ot ,?n).y-~as . a • matter , ~f i i>f fn ·cip ~~ bu~ t-al.so .\as a matter · 
' ~ \o"t-\ ,la - 7'-\f I I \l ,l 

1 
') \ fl'A J • °' J \ \ I • 

of self-interest - we must ,affi~ t~e i rights ~f all. · ,'I! the rights of any are 
,' • ,J I , I , \ ( 

' r ', :,,.\ 

taken away the rights of all are th.reatened. 
r. ; 
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May' the Spir i t of Ch~-t.s ~ <iil~ne us ·~nd s~t .~:f:~ ,us ~1.<.,_&nfn.1 
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