¢ || 0 w0 There are certain areas where doctors can't
3 || W o desd, There are certain aress where I can't

3 || oo lesds  Any leaderless conpw

nity is a frusgtrated
4 it community. They have bean able to develop &

5 i number of young Hegroes that I think today may
6 or may not be connected with the Coumunity

7 Union, but are sctively making & contridbution

# 1 in the anti-poverty program, in other progrexs,
9 in politice; but they are active leaders today

W that are concerned about econditions in Kewark,

W I think this is one of the

good velues in coming
B to Bewark.

" KR, LOFIUR (presiding): Any further

K questions? Thank you very much,

B (Witness excused)
16

o mﬁw & s

W BARKY L. WHLELLR

| ealled as & witness, first duly sworn, testified as follows:|
0 |

By Mr. Jarfe:
4@ I wonder ir you could give us your address,
| secupation and what 1ittle it about your background and
| your aetivity 4n the City of Newark in the last few years,
i } Ao % yeside at 162 Hansbury Avenue. I was born
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| sdministration and the bBusiness cosmy

and yeared in Newark, I ss & product of the Kewark Fubld

| Sehood) Systen, I am currently s doctorsl candidete at

| Yeshiva University whe is lacking in funde to complete
 his dissertation. I am a wember of the instructional

| gtaff of the Newark Pudblic Schocl Bystem, 1 am & strong

advocate of change.

| 4 There ls & scientifie trulsm that seys that the
| only containing thing in the world ls change, and I am

an sdvocate of that position. I a» & black nan who
balieves in the dignity of black wen and the present and
| future greatnezs of Aperica,
Q Could you give us the benefit of your views s
to the things that you think has to be changed in Rewarkt
~ A The proble:m in Hewark is the attitudinal stmos-
phere produced by the callous indifference of the current

nitytes penchant for
doing business vnly and busiress as ususl. Ky basie

| thesis 18 that until such time ss the political establish-

Ly, starting

| with people like Orville Beall, come to grips with what I
| think 4s the solution to the problem, Newark is going to

| blow up again and when it does, it is going to make Detroit |
| look 1ike & minuet performmed solely by females, an '

| The .solution to Newark's problems is in the hands of
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the white comumunity. The black covmunity cannot solve
the problem. The black community is powerless. The power
is in the white cowmmun

ity, and the symbol of this power is
the dusinesa~rinance compunity of Newark.

In so far a8 I am concemned, I cen never forgive what
1 eharacterize as oommunlty-governmental irresponsibility
by Orville Beall. HRight after the riots were over an
effort was made o form & coamities to rebulild, and
Hr. lofton is currently eco-chalrmen of that committee.

@ Are you referring to the Committes for Comcemn,
edrt

A 1 sm pow referving to the Committee of Comeern,
but 1f was not in exisitence at the time, This was in the
forsetive stoages., I insisted that if we didn't have men
like Besll serving in the chalmunship and the
co~chairmanship that it would subsequently be un exercise
in futility. I urged that he be made to see and understmd
this and sssume the regponsibility. I subsequently got a

| reply through en intermediary which went sokething liue

this: I am prepared %o 4o one, twe, three, four, but on
this question of poliee brutality and on this questisn of
some of the political aspects, I can't be dothered with

that.

My indictment of lir, Beall is that you can’t be

|| seleetive in problems that produce human uphesvel and when
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you start to, Shen that borders on irresponaidility.
his fsn't the first time I have said this, and 17

| My, Banll was here I would tell him that for all of your

salfe-rightecumness and for all that you represent in

terms of symbolizing power in America, v me you are
irresponsible and there iz no other description for ysur
behavior becsuse Af you really sre sincere and deeply
feel the nead to attempt %o reconstruct sur town and Lo
restore at least the harwonicus racial relationship of a
decode agn, how dare you have the sudacity to talk sbout
1ipiting your ¥olet?

¥hat grester syubol of power in America then the
presidency of a billisn dollar corporation, The President
sented to get invalved in trying to bulld an Aseriecs end

|| 40 it immedimtely, and he callied on this man and they set

10,000 to give you an

idea of what some pevple think about his Infiuence,

-. Er, lofton and Mr. Talbst bave done & yeowan's Job on
|moving the Committee of Concern. I am more convinced

| that we could be much further along the road in tewms of

reetoring viebility snd some kind of rospech and dignity

[for 811 of the people in the City of Newark if My, Besll
' |[ed been willing %o assume the chalrmanship and not act

|in what I consider and charscterize & totally lrresponsible

. DY Ak Wy HNReY
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That ia Just the begimning of sy thesis. May I go

3 9 Yop,

Wl | MR, LOFIOR: Plesse do.
5 cow o THE WITKESE: The reasons thet spawned the
6 riots can be chayacteriged and esteblished as
7 basically social ills peculiar to central
W 8 citlies throughout mﬁimf There is an attitude
) on the part of the current adwinistration thet
il a0 W can do anything we wani as long &s we don't
il 1 incur the wrath of the businezs~finence commu-

= nity and, after all, they are so busy making
| money they ersn't going to woryy about what we
| do to those “miggers.”
j ¥ cors MR, PRIBCSLLS Do you rveally shink that
yj 18 is true?

o 7 St TEE WITRES)

B2 Bob reallyy I inow it is.

il ™ You are losking at ihe sort of person who

uut T 1 Goesn't go arcund makl

20

w0 is a student, who works &t this diligently.

T

a1 ME. DRISCULLT X recognize you a8 & student,

rg wild statements; who

. uf but 1 ask you sgain W search your conscience
1 and 6 tell me whether or ROt you can charsce
terize business leacers in the City of Newark
or'in any other large city as being too wuch -
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hed with making money and not caring
about what heppens (o someone who has & color
other than their own,
o THE WITHNEBS: Mr. Priscoll, I sssume that
you are still board chalivan of the Warnere
Hodnut Fhermaceutical Company

KR. DRISCOLLE Vermaer-laubert.

THE WITHESS: And you came to that through
8 gentlieman by the neme of Eimer Bobst with
whom I understand you heve been friendly for a
long tine, and you sterted as the president
after you becsme Govemuy, In the pormal step-
by-step piucess of the business~finance conpu-
nity you beceame chairoen of the board, and
because you brought expertise and you brought
an lmage, your company bae grown by lesps and

unds. You are locked upon as & successful
top executive in America, and I am telling you
that pevple like you and Bobst, Foger Blough,
cui B E&Iﬂ%a&% Isu omn leave some of those

the Sun Uil pecple, Standa:

vat.

THE BITNESEs let me finieh,
oo Tomervow L8 there was some force that would
bring the one hundred largest corporate bodies
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1 in Auevica togelher in a meeting of their re-
| spective boards of trustees and these gentlemen
3 decide that there would be po longer any fom

4 | of racial diserimlnation in any aspect of

5 | American life, this would be the firet major

6 | slep toward making the Axericen drean & reality
1| for all Americems..

il SRS ¥ 1 we cite an exapple for you, this is
A part of my baslie thesis., Let's take Blminghaw,
1 Alsbama, repn, swned lock stock and berrel by

| United States Steel, and Mr. Blough is cheimman
" of the board, If their twelve, faurteen or

¥ tuwenty meabers, or whatever the board is mede

" up of, met today end they Gecided that all of

il the discrinination amé all of the social evils
% and 11ls &re to be eradicated and we are going

i to begin by setting the exsmple and it starts

e 'um this mens to Lhe president, and then have

“ it filter down through the full corporate

" structure right dowa to the people wio run the

" works in Birsinghas, my friend, give Aperica

n five years and you wouldn't know her.

b oo S0 this is why 1 indiet you. You bave the
o power end you persist i all kinds of intellec-

2 '

tual facades to satlsfly what to some degrea may




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
22

2 |

Wheeler 86
be & gullt complex -~ I don't know, but one
thing I do kmow, Mr. Driscoll: you have the
power in this coumiry. If you scted in concert
by your example slone, we would be well on our
way o setting up ihe machinery that would
Ering the end of rebellion in Fewark, Detroit
or anywhere eise; becsupe buasically all the
black man is saying is, "I have esrned my spurs,
but you mre still denying me,”

in & pluralistic sovliety,; whieh in the
wéstern woyld 43 the diess of all men, and you
can't escape it, we cean get involved in an
QM and 1 can predate and support, and I
am sure thet you can, but when you remdve all
of this end go to the heart of it, the power

rests with you end you have not done it., Vhen
1 say you, I am talking syubolicslly now, not
you necessurily as an individuai.

RIGCOLL: That snswers my question
then., I mean the latter phrase.
~ THE WITRES

53 It is pot for me (o pass
Judguent on you as sn individusl because you,
too, are part of the system. Tou don't eontrol
the syster ss en individusl, and thank God you
don't.  Thank God that America is stlill a
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plursalistic sccliety, even though it bas basic

shorteomings. of course, the only bad part of
it 48 1 seer % be wore victimized by the
shorteconmings than any other people in America,
Bo longer can you say we haven't made the
contribution or we haven'it earmed our spurs.
This hea been dope, but let me add one other
thing to show you how far you have slipped.
There was & time in this country if you sald
Merie, 211 of the well-spirited top executives
af the buginess sompunity, the churches and
everybody would rise up in srms. Every
federal building in Fewark that is being bullt
bas & Mafls contrasct involved.
© MRy DRISCOLL: The electriciant
THE WITNEBE: o one says anything; no one
speaks ocut. The order of the day 1s: "Well,
lat Oeorge worry ebout it,”
. It you look at the history of this movemenie

MR, GIEBONG: The order of the day is to
give pecple due process before we indict thes,
oo THE WITKESS: Just & moment. If you want
to apply that and you continue to let them do it,
when they run off with the countyy, like I will

be standing on the sidselines looking at you,
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Baby; bacsuse that is what they are going to do
Af you Emow anything sbout the history of it.
et mwe tell you: you can talk sbout due process
8ll you want to. They bailt the federal
bulléing down here on Broed Street, the federal
bullding. The electrical contractor for the
bullding, look at his vecord and backyround.
Then look at every sew bullding going wp in

the tewm, -

o kife nagazine has esrtsainly astieupted to
spur the right-thinking people on. You heven't
kearé a word, They ran s two-series story on
the matter. Nothing bas been done, 4As &
satter of fact, post white people are more con-
cerned sbout Eegroes fighting for thely rights
shan svil, That is purely an evil, end I merely
eite 4t to point out in terme of my own educa~
ticnal background you bave glipped in terme of
whet 4s good for this eountry.

Yorgat the rebellion for the moment. Just
Jook at Axerice and what bes heappened. This
kind of thing is going on all over the country.
5 A good friend of the Attorney Generalls -

ce and the State Attomey General, they get
‘dnvolved in whether or not there cught te be an
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investigation, you know. I can remember as a
youngeter that the Newsrk Evening News in the
Gays of Mr. Wachenfeld in this couniy, the
people would eliebd wpon their white sieeds and
come roaring down the sain streets such as
Broad Strest to drive out this kind of element.
1 don't see sny of it today,

Under your segis as Governcy there wasg
KD, thet orime commission or something or
other, and they hed some responsibility sbout
this kind of thing. AlLL I em saying to you is
that, nusber one, there are other things

ag that certainly represent & tremendous
threat to what all of us believe in, Lecause
all ihat the blaek man is talking about is,
you know, "I have earned it. Jow can you deny
me nowt"”

The whole thrust in Newsark is & bistoricel
pattern of the demiel of the black man, and
pow I sm going to tick off some specific imeis:
dente that produced the human upheaval,
in the philosophy of the white community as it
been that if the black community will Just go to
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sehool end educate yourself because under our
systex education 1z the greatest equalizer in
the sobllity wpward, o we believed this.
‘Jeany of us were fortunate erough by per-
sonal efforts and sthervise Yo pet the Rind of
eduention to place ue in & position o show the
et of the world that the black man, too, is
(8) & part of the main stream, and (b) ecan do
the Job, Ve have been having all kinds of
probvlens In educationm in Newark, and we still
o and they have gotten progressively worse,
but the wayor 67 the town, in keeping with the
seoretary of the board 2t the (ime, decided
that {a) the secretary would apply for retire-
mant, end part of the deal is he would be kept
on ancther year to train the wan who is going

to come In 8s & consultant at more money then

ﬁhnwag.xuﬁtivtﬁi'&i seeretary) and thet (b) the
gan to Be appointed was & fellow who had not

graduated from high school. As & councilman in
- Bewark he certainly hed rosdered service,
Fersonally wy pesition was and is that 1if the
peopie stdil want him to bde ¢ouneilman, fine,
et 4o offer this man, coupletely lacking in
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the final breaking point in the history in

that the Job required, and ingist that he de
eppointed ae against a black man with all of
the credentiale, all of the credentials, wes

sugpicion and dlstrust on the part of the black
coupunitly and the black community exploded.

. khat the black community saw was that the
hope was now destroyed beceuse Af the white
community vould permit this kind of thing to
i on, then the whole philospphy thet we had
been guided by wos vitiated and had gone wp in
the alr, snd it produces en added king of hope-
lesmness. Cub of this state of mind you hed
the kind of unrest and uphesval that helped to
1_&&& to the day of the rebellion, That ls ons
aspedt, _ _ : _
o Nember v, like elways, the white cowmunity |
decided that for progress, like when the took |
the land from the Indlens for progrees, we are
going to bulld e medical-dental school complex
and we are golng to bulld it rxight in the heart
of g@guhaggxfyaiawaiﬁx because thie is for the
black compunity. No one ever ssked the pecple
of the community, the bleck people, if they
wanted 1L, Mo one ever conferred with the black
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comsunity. what they did, end this is &
standard pattern, they took their Negroes,
meaning the adwinistration, and none of them
dived 1o the community wvhere the medical school
way going to be bullt, and they trotted thee
dewn Yo Trenton and had these people testify.
Subsequently they ealled thew together, and
these pecple sald it is goling %o be good, but
they still haven't heard up until this day from
the pecple who live in Lhe srea where they want
to bulld the medical sciwol. Etandard proces
dure, They are mwﬁn, you know, end they
don't kmow, As & patter of fuct, I M’t Enow
whetber they even have any rvight to know,

Some of us say wait & minute, you knowj
there arve some guldelines la terms of urban
renewal., The ciily is faced with a confiscatory
castastrophe., We are & half step away from
benkruptey. Why Newark? The answer to that
was it is going %o belp the black cowmunity and
it 48 going to bring jobs and all that. That
is total nonsense, Lotal nonsense, because,
firet of all, what they are doing to build in
their plens for the initial steges doesnit
tnclude the Negro community. They are going to
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be telking about bringing in medical and dental
students. The black coumunity says, "How can
we qm:{xw for that? Ve have got the sorst
public school system in Auerica, low wany of
aw'yﬁwurﬁ. on the basis of a deteriorating
sehool system, can reslly qualify to utilize
the facllitlies thmt will be flowing from this
nedical complext”

" Becondly, "what do you mesn, jobs? If
you mean the Janitorial force to kesp the place
clesn, w6 are Lrying to get away fron that for
too long." ' '

Thirdly, does it say snywhere in the
contractual relstlomshilp thet you are going %o
take over the elly hospital so that the services
there for the black people in the cosmunity will
be lmproved? XNo. |
| et me descride 1or you what 1: the most
callsus, indifferent kind of bebavior that 1s
conceivable., They got involved in how many
atres of land the medical school wanted. At
one time they were talking sbout two hundred.
Then they brought it down to one hundred eighty,
then one fifty, and then in June before the
blight hearing the city of Kewark signed a
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eontract with the board of trustees of the
medical college for one hundred thirty-nine and
one tenth acres of lend, Fully it is one
amms ﬂ_-_rty__ if you ineciude streete., The loss
in ratables is mor

&, and this

is mt_ an income~-producing ingtitution, which
meens thet this loes pust be born by the other
taxpayers in the City of Newark, Mind you, at

the very time we are facing

uptey, e much
5o we had to go to the legiglature snd get
enabliing .Xeguuﬁm to ficat a bond because we
didn't mﬂ the borrowing capacity. ‘

We have signed the contract for the one
hundred thirty-nine and one tenth acres of land
¥ould you belleve it, gentlemen, that there is

no contractual relationship between the City of

\rk and the New Jersey College of Medicine |
and Denistry for them taking over the operationel |
nW%s of the mmsitsm t We have _5&#@ up land
that represents over 39,000,000 in ratables.
W.’am going m dislocate and drive out people
in hrm nmﬂ: There is no irmediate advan-

ormunity from the
school per se, and we don’t even have the kind
of contractual relstionship between the board
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of trustees of the college and the city to
foree them, il need be, to at least provide
efficient, solentific heslth care for the
cicizens of the town,

a1 1f you want o talk about irresponsibility,
this is the best exanple of it in terms of gove
erpment that I have seen in & long, long time.

I am not only indicting the sdeinistration; I
am talking sabout -« My, Wechenfeld, are you &
member of the board of trustees?

DEE WACHENFELD: Nos I am on the county
collage.
THE WIThESS: I was about to indict you.
' JUDGE WACHIRFELD: I expected vhat.

THE WITREBSE: You have byoad shoulders.

The point of the matiter is they got isbor
in, They took Mr, Gruber from the UAW and
brought them all in. If the eity didn't do it,
the board of trugtees, if they reslly are cone-
carned sbout progress and the eare and health
of the black pecple of Kewark, should bhave.
2t welds for this lend and for your loss of
yatables and to display Shat we are really
concerned und honest and sincere say, "We will
anter into a contractual relationship whereby
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we will provide the knowehow, the expertise to
offer Newark the kind of health facilitlies that

are second to none in Awerica.” But this didn't
happen, and, you see, Mr. Driscoll, thay are
not right. They didn't intend to be in the

g, and this is enother interesting
aspect about this.

© The major forces in this thrust are in-
voived for different reaso

s at varying levels.
I am pure Kr., Addonizio's reason for the medical
sehool is not the sape as Ny, Beall's, and I am

further sure that My. Addonizic's reasons for
the medical achool are not the sewe a8 Dick
lughes 's.

All the bleck conmunity is mm is when

the hell are you going to stop finessing ue?

khen are you going W Just come down the hizbwey
honsst with black people’ khen, becsuse you
have the power, are you golng %o stop exploits
ing us and then saying it is for cur good?
That was another important fector. Them
in the process of setting up the &Mnl o
produce all of this the law says, by New Jersey
statute, for land to be condemned, dlighted it
bas to go through & hearing condueted by the
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local planning board, So Mr, Danzig, with his
stellar stalf, prepared thelr spplication, and
they were the applleant and they sppeared
before the plamning board. By now 46 is &
total fight. B0 the compunity appeared with
its experte because 1t is & question of submit-
ting date and heving people (o guestion the
data submitted, ste., in an open hearing.

imn,- our atrategy was, and we made no
bones about 1t, we were going to talk on the
applicetion wntil hell froze over because we
knew that the application was faulty. If you
look on the front page of the dally papers today |
there is & front page story about the medical
school being held up. You know the reaszon for
4t =~ faulty application; gentlemen. Vhat they
pay "tain't se." I can speak firsthand because
I 444 the researchy and what we did was, we
went to New York and got some more people, Ve
had to do it this way because the order of the
day in Newarg is, "It is wrong, but, hell, they
have gobt to prove 1t sand they don't have the
rescurces.,” This 1g true of the community
groups. When & communily group gets ready to
start out to fight, one of the grave .
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shorteonings is & lack of resourcss, and this
was Lrue in our case. We still have problems
of resources. Howaver, we have been able to
invoive the legsl defense fund for the legsl
thrust, ané they were thers on Sednesday night
at the Plamning Poard meeting. I sent a pre-
pared slatament to let thes know that the
opposition wes there.

But let me take you back t5 the hesrings.
At that time the chaimean of the Plamning Foard
uas & fellow by the name of Al Booker, & Negro,
After sowe exchanges to establisgh the ground
rales, we got the hearing underway. We had
1inéd up so many people thet the sdrinigtration
was literally shocked because they saild that
basicelly these people don't care. 5o then thg
got imvolved in the chicanery of changing the

hearings from evenings to daytime hours, knowing

£ull well that most of the people signed up to
speak worked every day. BSo this then meant
mt we had to start lining up our professionel
people because the moment we didn't show up
with enough peopls for the hearing to be com=
ducted foy that tine they were going to ¢all an
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B EOre pecpie o be heard.

We did o well that they made & faial
mpistake. ‘me day out of a clear blue sky
during & daytime hearing the acting chairman,
As dJoseph Cocussn, stood up and said, "I am
bringing these hearings to an end,” and at the

very time there was & person speaking

88 &
patter of fact and there were people in the
room walting to be heard and there was a list
of sbout fifiy more people who hed signed wup.
The statute says that all pepple interesied in
the blight heeying bave to be heard. The
statute does not give any kind of inherent
power 1o bthe chariman to exercise discretion.
It simply says that all people interested have
to be heard,

The session was submar.

ly and arbityarily
snd capriciously eut off, Eight now the Legal
Lefenpe Fund is preparing & cese thet invelve .
that sspect along with the faultiness of the
uhole relocation plan contained in the appli-
cation,

MR, LoFICN; Mr. ¥Wheeler, I hate to break
in at this point. However, as the cheirman of
on, or the acting chalwman of the
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pioh, we are functioning on & timetable.

1 understand that Mr, Harris wes 8lso scheduled
to testify, and I understeand that he has some
piher conslipents and thet we would like So
have hix heard.

THE VITHESS: Ny, Chaimmen, I would only
say thet I would hope that the Commisgsion would
be coneerned enough to give me the same kind of
egual time as fowminick Spine and that if I
must leave rnow to make way for Nr. Harris that
it wvould be understood that I shall return to
complete my presentation.

I think he should have
that opportunity.

MR, LOFION: I ceriainly do, too.

KR, DEISCOLL: I agree on that,

1 was sttempting to comply
with the timetable.

In fact I think you are
digerininating against him for moving him out
for svmeone slse.

THE WITHRESS: I would simply say that I
con understand the wihole question of the time~
table, and I would sisply want to be sssured

that I would be allowed to come back at a
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subsequent date Lo complete ny presentation.
- JUDGE WACHENFELD: We would be glad to
do that.
L MR

IOkl I would be the last one that
would like to be charged with discerimination.
THE WITHESS: It 4s peculiar to the ecoler

of your skin.

OFTON: Not omly as to the color of
my skin, but peculiar to my nature, but I think
what we can do 1is that we ought to continue to
gsee whether or not we can conclude 1t and see
what can be worked out,

MR, JAFFE: I will see what I can work out
with Kr, Harris.

JUDGE WACHENFRLD: JHow lomg will Harris
take?

MR, JAFPE: I will ask him,

PRI 6 4
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< THE WITKESS: [ had just finished the dis.
cussion of seme description of the Planning SBoard
Hearings, and | now want to go into the housing
problem. You have to understand that there is @
proevailing attitude in the black community that
urbean ronewal means Negro removal, and this is
rather an accepted fact scross the country. To
my knowledge for over ten years the Newark Housing
Authority has been pramising to bulld decent,
moderate-income homes for the black community and,
as ¢ matter of fact, slowly but surely the
building of soderate-income homes for the black
community hed worked itself up to the position of
Humber One priority in terms of Hewark's wrbsn
renewal program. Lo and beholdl »Mr. Denzig
callied @ meoting and brought the Newark repre.
sentative of the Philadelphia regional office up, .
the Mayor was there and ai) of @ sudden they
decided that the Number One priority would be the
medical school, HNow, understand this psychologe
ically: Here you have these agencies that have
prowised over & decads, "Don't worry. We are not
imvolved with Negro removal; we are going te bufld
homes. You have that problem of money, but now
you are Nusber Gne. You are at the top of the
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fist. We ere going to bulld homes for you.*

They take the very thing that {s going to
grive tham out of the homes they live in and mske
that the Number One priority of the urban rencws|
program in this town. So famediately the hue and
¢ry fn the black community was: @ll they want to
do is drive us out of our community, and by
virtue of doing this dissipste gour pstential
political strength end perpetusts and maintain the
political fiefdom of the current adeinistration.
it was cheracterized as o diabolical scheme, and
they had every justificstion for this position
because in the whole dialogue of this problem
pesople seid this: “Before you lay one brick as
it relates to the medical schesl, build homes for
us as you promised.” “Oh, no, the medical school
comes first and, after all, 1t 1s for your good
end welfare and we con relocate you."

Thet is the bliggest iis that has ever been
projected by public officials in the history of
this town, and let me address myself to that as
an indivicual.

one of the figures that they project for
housing svailability is the so.called one Mnaﬁ
turnover in the public heusing setup. They just
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guots the fism_'c to you, one thousand. They don’g
give the room complements of the one thousand, 1f
there is one thousand,

Segondly, they fall to mention thers are at
feast five people on & waiting 1ist For sach one
of the one thousand they are talking about.

Furthar, there isn't one thousand becsuse,
you see, the public housing program is self.sup.
porting., Thay can't allow ane thousand vecencies
because {f they do, they will go under for that
year because the fmcome from the projects sustaing
the cperation,

Me, Oriscoll, if you ars running an mruioq
end lot's assume that the average rental 1s $50
and the income frem all of these spartments s
the sustaining budget for the operation, could you
permit one thousand spartments to he vacant and
you be solvent?

wo MR DRISCOLLY Are you esking me & question?

THE WITKESS: Yes, 1 em, You don't have
any other income, The operation 13 solely ﬂu.
tatned on the rentals from the sparteents.

v MR DRISCOLLS You have answered the
question.
Cho0 THE WITHESS: I would have preferred having
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Avenua section, 555. He is talking about the

‘Streat., He is talking sbout Acadamy Squires that

‘19 an sconowic bar for the people that are going

- of fncome to make them eligible for the so.collied
- vacancies asdvanced by Mr, Warrence. Ooes

‘he say 1t publicly? No. what he simply says is
“ghat in the private sector there are over three

w0 Ome of the reasons there is @ front page
“'story i the daily papers today is because

MR, DRISCOLL: 1 will be glad to answer ft.

The snswer i3 no.

THE WITRESS: Thank you.

Let me tell you about some further sspects
of the hig tie. Mr, Warrence says that in the
private sector alone there are over thres thousang
spartments available. You know what he s telking
sbout? He is talking sbout the Mount Prospect

Colonade at Clifton Avenus and Broed Strest. He
is tatking about what Padula has built on Elfzsbeth

ts controlliad by the Kislak people. A wery ine-
teresting thing sbout all of these units -« tm+
to be uprooted. They don't begin to have the king

Mr. warrsnce say this in his application, or does

thousand units available. An uwitigeted lie.
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Mr, Weaver's office has been doing soms checking,

and what they have presented fn their application
and what Mr, Weaver's office has found are two
different versions.

Black people know this. They know they ere
being hoodwinked beceuse they con cite Instance
aftor instence after instance where Negroes there
have been movad out of thelr place of aboda to
meke way for urban ranewal just do not find their
wiy back, There is & theory going ercund that
mr., Danzig s the architect of & master plan that
says to the white politicien, “If you acquiesce
and go along with me, 1 can be responsible for |
bringing back the numbers of whites that will help |
to continue you in office and prevent the blacks
from taking over our ¢ity.”

You might say, “Is this possibis?” The
answar 13 yes, because Mr. Denzig has already made |
8 survey to show that in the history of urban
renswal only & small percentage of the Kegroses
move back into the very area from which they were
uprovted,

<o Me also dossn't sey that the Kegro didn't
move out of Newerk; what he did was double up end
creste more slums n other sectiens of the city.
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One of the reasons for him doing this {s becsuse
he I8 In & very limited housing merket, Thers is
no such thing as open housing for Negroes in
Newsrk or Essex County., A1l of 1t fsn't racial,
Some of 1t s econamic, and I am the first person
to agres with this, but what 1 am simply saying
to you is there aren't too many places in Essex
County snd Newsrk that & Hegre can live sven when
he has the money. Let me cite seme specific
exsvplies.

For & Kegro to buy & home in Forsst Hill he
has to go through & group of agencies and he has
to get together all the do-gooders and thay have
to go sround and talk to people, and thea fimally
tf the bank will grant & mortgage he may be able
to live in the Forest Hill section.

This may sound far.fetched, but I can supporg
it with a sftuation whare the gentisman invelived
with whom you are familier, Mr. Oriscoll <. you
know Herd Tage, You have known Herb Tate for @
long time. "

MR, DRISCOLL: Thet's right. A very fine
person.

" THE WITHESS: Merb Tate lives on Laks Streest
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You should have heard Tate refats to you the step
by step procedure that he had te go through to
finally buy @ homo on Lake Street. You might say,
wwell, gee whitg ha has got the home there.”
That's not the enswer. The answer is in the twe
highways, and you must ressmber thet Herb {s very
fatr in coler and he represents, in the jargon of
the bleck left, the kind of Negro that 1f white
people have to deal with them, they would prefer
desling with him. This §s not to cast aspersfons
at Herb bec

puse this yerdstick was established by
white people, not by Herb Tete. But I just wanted|
to point out to you what the difficulty fs.
when you get into the Vailsburg area, you
run into an entirely different kind of discrime
fnation, but it 1s there, I Jfve in the so-called|
weequahic sres. 1 live on Hensbury Avenue. The
Jowish peopla, having fled the city and seliling
homes to Negroes and in meny instances &t exor. |
bitent prices, but let me tell you how you might |
buy & hems, 1 heve some friends whe sre resl
estate brokers. 1 said, “Go lJook at it. 1 went|
you in full honesty to tell we in terms of the |
going merket how much should I poy.” So my fﬂmi
went angd toock & look, snd several of them csme




1 back, There were two figures invelved., Ome

2 figure was twenty two.five and the othar figure

3 wis twenty two., I went and looked at the house,

4 talked to the poople, and asked the pecple to give

5 me & price., They started with the price of twenty

6 sin«Tive, when they offered the price, I sald,

7 i am 8 busy wan and I don't want to get invoived

8 in a lot of dlalogus about the virtues of the house,”
9 et cotera. I will give you $20,300 for the housey™
» You would have thought that the reof had caved in,

" There was all of this saif.rightecsus fadignation

i displayed and "How dare you? Look how besutiful

i this houss 1s." 1 said, "Plesse, 1 don't have timg

i to discuss the merits. § am simply telling you as

# # buyer what § will pay. If you don't want to

16 sell the housa, I will not ke angry.”

i S0 this went on for six wonths. To make the

18 story brief, 1 bought the house for $20,500, The
p 19 reason I had to do that wius becsuse Newsrk had

i just dncressed fts tex rate. 0o you know I poy

2 $1,450 on & house that 1 paid $20,500 for on &

2 twenty five by one hundred foot Tet?

23 T JUDGE WACHENFELD: what are your taxes?

% v THE WITHESSs One thousand four hundred fifgy

b dotlars. 1 am only eiting this as it relates to
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the housing situation to point cut the problem,

When white people say to me, “wWell, why,
Harry? Why did this bappen in Newark?® First of
@lt, 1 get insulted Lecause what yeu are implying
fs that there is nothing wrong with the system as
it relates to the legre, end every whits person in
Amgrice with one ounce of intel!ligence knows
better than that. Any conscious, intellfgent
parson would have to agree that certainly the
besic problem in America I3y when are we going to
provide the machinery for the black men to snter |
the main stream of American 1{fe? There s no
question sbout this problem, no question shout 1t
at 811, But we still heve the temerity to ceme tol
Negroas and say, “why!" The housing problem, the |
chicanery, and the whele urban removal movemant
is snother reoson why.

- Finsily excessive pelice force on the part of|
the Newsrk Polfce Departmant fn the black com. |
munity.

MR, DRISCOLLS: You mean excestive police «« _

THE WITHESS: Excessive police force, exactly|

as 1 satd 1t, by the Newark Police Department on |
the black community.
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THE WITHESS: Yes. [ was giving the title of
it and then got invelived In it. This is what 1t
anang to mo.

1 think I ought to start by describing Nigger
fay. MNigger Qay 1s when young, ambitious white
policemen decide thet on this day tha first group
of "niggers we ses we are going to best some heads{"
That is Wigger Day. Here ngein this is not far-
fatchad, and this 1s not 2 fantasy. 1 want you t9
understand the strength of my convictions in this |
matter. If you bring Dick Spine here tomorrow and
you sit him there and sit me here, 1 will tell
him that there 13 Nigger Uny and 8t one time “you
participeted in it 1f you ars not deing so now."
This i3 how prevalent it hes been and continues
to be.

- Let me just give you a first-hend reference. |
At one time I 1fved on Hunterdom Street and just
across the straet from my house was the Fifth
procinct, For reloxation end trying Lo keep the
woight off of we I play golf occasionally, This
morning it wes sbout one thirty in the worning,
and 1 had on @ tarten platd cap. My clubs wers
in the trunk of my cor, I parked my car on
Hungerdon Street mot too foar from the house, got
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house when out of police headquarters, or the
Fifth Pracince, coma shout three or four pelicemen)
“share are you going, Migger!™ They seid it te
the wrong person, I seld, “lone of your demned
business.” “Oh, you're one of thess fresh Niggers,”
5 safd, “There 5 nothing fresh sbout wme, but 1
have snough Intellfgence to know that you don't
have the right to eddress me in that menner and
the mement you tose respect for me, then | am not
compelled to give you respect.”

By this tine they were on me and one of thes
was brandishing the club. He seid, "Yas, what
does this mean? ¥We are going to tesch you & lessod,
Nigger.® I safd, “ell, 1f you went to be entere
tatred, come on.* The fellow with him ®id, "waft
& minute.” So for some recson they went beck end
got thres more. By this time, Mr. Oriscoll, my
reaction wag, Number One, I wen'nt going to runj
Humber Teo, 1f 1 hed to die there, well, this was _
the spot for me to go becsuse | was not goling te |
let then abuse ma,

' They came back ond there were exchenges, but
the brandishing of the clubs had stopped. Fimally
I turned snd wolked away., My inwerd resction was
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if 1 am followed, then this is the end of the
ball gome, but they didn*t., But that is & des.
cription of Nigger Day by the Newsrk Police
Department in the City of Newerk.

At is common knowledge, "All you bleck people
look &like anyhow, wWhat do you expect from usi®
Further to highlight the sttitude of the Police
Department, there was @ womsn by the name of
Carrie Powell who was vice-principal of one of
the local schocls, who heppened to be in Penn
Station while they were besting @ men. You have
to undarstand the kind of woman Carrie Powstl. is-.
very soft spoken, very dignified and a lady in
every sense of the word., They were beating this
man while she was standing there. It got so bad
she finally safd to this officer, "o you have to
beat him like thatt” what did she say that for?
He sbused her orally, and he arrested her.

_ Now, in thc black comeunity they know that
this wasn't right end they furthar Know that had
it been & white puaan,_lt would naver have hap-
pened, io what | am talking about is the numplcta.
lack . qf respect on the pert of th. Police ﬂqp. :
srtment for the Black community.

;pilgg,prutllltyggr_!,Ilying fcctuin ﬂgunrh,
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and I want to talk to you just & moment about
Sats* office and this whole public relations move
by Addonizio on the question of police brutality
where he said thet after all of this problem on
the police review board and that kind of thing
that any cases in police brutality would be ref-
erred to the FBI. He went on to imply in the
public relations thrust that by virtue of this
that sugust agency would certainly render an
fmpartial docision and we would know. There is a
cuteh in 1t. The Fiél is purely an investigatory
agency and when they finish with their investi.
gation, what they normally do is send it on to the
Justice Department to determine whether or not the
civil rights of the individual have been abridged,
and not police brutality.
what hepponed was Mr. Addonizio used the FBI

to hoodwink the black community becsuse once the
investigation goss to the Justice Department there
{s nothing in the fedaral statutes that says at
that time findings must be returned to the local
community.

0 Is that right, Oliver? You are an assistant
federal OA,

L0 MR, LOFTON:  Irrespective of that, 1 don't
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think the result s that the report is confidentiall.
it {s not made public anyway.

THE WITNESSs 1 told you in the beginning 1
was born and rearced in Newsrk, so I} have been @
first-hand observer from the cradle. If you went
10 measure the stendards of the so-celied solid
citizen, my femily cwned property, sent us all to
school. 1 did all of the things that the average
American boy will do, made the honor role in
slementary school, the Nationa! Honor Society and
the iistory Honor Socfety im high schoo!, played
foothall, went on the track team and got all of the
fdolatry that is peculiar to that kind of Americen
boy dream, went on to collage end came back, and
in Hewark right up to this very day the attituds
of the Newark Police Department is the seme, and
this sttitude starts with the Director,

Here again, having lived in Newark all of my
life, | enjoyed this kind of adventage. | know thT
Sirector and | knew him before he beceme Dfrecter.
Thelr attitude hasn't changed as the result of
human uphsaval., As a watter of fact, they have deqn
more oppressive, and 1 would tell him, snd the mtq
reason 1 don't mention anything further fs I would |

iike to say in his presence that your design is te |
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make Newsrk @ police steste because you don't know
any better. You don't have any common grounds for
coming together to develop this kind of dialogue
that will produce some understending.

This is why | can sit here and tell you that
if the attitudinal stmosphere of the (ity of Rewark
dossn't change, the people aren’t going to weit
for the long, hot sumar., The rebellifon will come
atong in the long, bitter winter months. It is
just below the surface for snycne who has been an
observer of ail of this. without there s some
drasatic changs o8 1t relates to the respect and
dignity of the black man in -eeha_u City of Newark
this is what you are going to have.

Kow the final point of what | wanted to say,
I was part of the comittse, with Wr. Lofton, that
spoke to the Governor in the serly periods of the
reballion, and at one time urged de.escalation,
and 1 wnt to tell you that when de-escalation
came, 1t was not so much bacauss we had been per-
suasive but because in my opinfon Dick Mughes
realized that neither he nor Colonel Kelly really
had the contro) necassary for them to be trying teo
protect the ¢itizens of Newsrk becsuss it fs &
fact that the State Police, the Natiens! Gdard and




10

10

12

13

14

15

16 |

17

18

19 |

20

21

2 |

23

25

the local police indiscriminately went around

shooting up Negre establishments becsuse they
becams incensed by the fact that for the first
time in the history of rioting in Amarica the
black man decided that the destruction would not
be in the black community., 5o what you had was
those charged with the responaibility of protecting
becoming the culprits of destruction. It involved
each level of the police force and the National
Guard, ths local police, the State Police.

I don't cure how mony swards the Nationel
Confarence of Christians and Jews gives Colone)
Kelly; I don't care how many swards any other so-
cal l“ right-thinking mency will bestow upon
Mr. Spina or the gentieman who i3 now in charge of
the National Guard, they perpatrated and forced
upon the black conmunity the worst kind of in.
tolerable behavior Yor @ force charged with safety
that has ever happened In this state or city
because shibboleth “Soul Brother" which was sn
fdentification shibboleth so incensed the law
enforcement bodies when they lsarned what it rep. |
resented that they went around shooting up Negro
ssteblishments indiscriminately, and the most
important historical fact as 1t relates to the
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histery or riots is the fact that this was the

first time that those whe participsted mads sure
that the destruction, whatever {1t happened to be,
wos not in the MRack community. The dstruction
in the black community was brought sbout by the
people charged with the responsibility of preo-
tecting atl of the citizens,

There wiis ona other interesting note., In
past years when the social scientists have gltlw'e+
around & table to discuss the causes of riots, one
of the things that they have alweys looked upon in
at least a surface pathetic sannsr was the fact
that in 811 previous rioting the people who suf.
fered most were the black people, the very people
involved in the redeliion,

what heppened in Newark and {n other places
represents @ kind of growing up in the black com.
munity, and this growing up, more than anything
else, served @s the catalyst for the intolersble
bohavior of the law snforcement bodies that were
charged with keeping the peace snd some degres of
safeoty for all citizens.

It seems to me that {f this Commission does
nothing else and only on the basis of the facts
gothered that you cen See no reason why at the end
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there will be tha kind of confrontation that will |

advocate there is safety fm numerical superiority,

of 8l thess hearings there isn't & public in-
dictmant of tha Newark Police Departwant, the Statp
Police and the Nations! Guard, because they in
fact ware the real dastructive force.

when you consider tha fect that a youngster
was shot down bacauss he hed six cans of beer, you
know, lawlessness is lawlessness, and thers s the
prosecutor's attitude about lewlessness; there is
the social scientist's attitude about lawlessnass,
but basfcally the one factor that transcends all
of that {s some humsn understanding and human come
passion, This was nuver operative at these three
levels of law enforcement. Bodies went about in.
discriminately destroying Regre property, sbusing
and killtng Negross wantonly when you consider the
fact that & women was kflled tn her apartment.,

I could go on to snumerate story after story |
that says ona thing: that 1f scmeons, those with
the power don't coms to grips with the attitudes
of their own people a8 it relates to black mu,.j
oake the wWwar of the Rosey which was a hundred year
war, look 1ike mere child's play, and those whe

and that 1s the business of 175 million whites
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sgoinst 25 mitlfon blacks tn America, T hasten to

point out that () America was born cut of &
rebelifon and that (b) fn that confromtetion the
wmother country had @1l of the nurericel supsriority
that was possible, but psychologists will tell you
that you can oppress man so far and then in
emptional make.up one man becomes ten. Than 1Ff you
want to get involved in the numerical gere, and 17
there is any validity to the psychologicel prin.
¢iple of the emotional state making one man ten,
you begin to telk asbout 175 millfon whites versus
theoretically 250 million Blacks.

My position fs that I &» prepered to work
unttt the lest breath of my body 18 removed to
keep us from that point, but, gentlemen, T will
tell you thet 1 1 fail, then I wil) be in the
front lines of those muerching to the confrontation |
that 1 have just described. |

T heve only ene other request, Mr, Lofteon:
that I be sllowed te bring some documents that can |
be reproduced end displayed before this Cowmittee
st & subsequent date to further varify some of
this oral presentation that I have mede, 1f I can
be permitted to do so by the Committee, because 1 |
think they cught to hove this kind of mutiw;
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‘o JuAs alright for Harry to say it orally, but

“ghow me." what | would 1tke to do 1s give this
Conmitten the benefit of some of the things that

i have compiled to support the pressntetion thatg I

o heve made this morning and part of the early

afterncon,

MR, LOFTOM: Let ma say this: {t has been
the past practice of the Commission to accept
whatever documentation a witness wanted to make
available to the Commission to the executive dir-
ector of the Commission, and that those dociments
would become part of the sbundance of material
that the Commission has besn accumulating to sup. |
plement the oral presentations made by witnesses.
S0 1 con say with safety that those documents will
be dafinitely recefived by the axecutive director,

THE WITHESS: Then I would ce tafnly 1ike to

Cexpress my profound appreciation to the Commission|

and to the exscutive director for permitting me
this opportunity to make my presentatiom, Thank
you wvery much,

(witness excused,)

- EARL HARRIS
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| est108 @s's witness, sworn, testified as follows:

| Street 10 Nawerk, I wes formerly Republican fresholder of
| Essox County, and prior to thet 1 was adninistrative alde |

| to resigning. 1 have beon very sctive with the varfous

generel subjoct matter and give us the benefit of your views

 EXAMINATION
'8y Mr. Jafte:

@ Hr, Harrls, would you state your full name and
sddress and would you just very briefly give the Commission
your background tn the City of Mewerk and the kind of
sctivities you are fnvolved in?

AT My name 1s Earl Harris, I reside at 60 Crawford

to the incunbont Mayor, Hugh J. Addonfzio, for one year priog

groups in the City of Newark for humen rights of all peopla.
g Mr, Harris, 1 would Vike to just put on the
record cur approciation for staying through Yunch and our
épologies that we could not hear you any sooner. we had
some scheduling problems, snd 1t just couldn't be aveided.
Ve appreciate your staying and giving us your views,
The Cormission §8 very much swere that you have some
very strong views sbout those problems that face Newark
generally and some wigws 2s to the riot that occurred lTast

sumer, 1 wonder 1f you could address yourself to that very|

the Commisston ¢on act on end some recommendations you think




