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JOMN W, BMITH

1 ' c¢alled as & witness, duly sworn, testified as followat

EXAKINAT X0
By Mr, Jaffe:

] Me. Smith, the Compission spprecistes your

eoming down here on & voluntary beeis. We have only two
¥ | questions that we would ask you. Under the rules that
| the Commission sdopted in going into the incident the

10 ||

first question is your full nape eand eddrecs and your

| oecupation in July of 1967. The second guestion would
" be a narrative in your own words ag to the events that

transpired on the night you were errested in July, 1967.

The rule that the Commission sdopted in going into the

1reident becsuse of the possibly pendency of other matters
is that no questions would be asked by the Commission
members, but you would be free to give us your explanation
of what happened.
Is that understood, sir?
oo, YeByoid
. The full neme is John ¥illiem Swith currently residing
at 47 South Street, During the night of the incident I
was employed ss & taxi cad driver,
Relative to the incident, I had pleked up this woman

| passenger 4n the vieinity of City Hospitel, and she vas o

|
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her way over to the Weequshie section, I took Sixth
Btreet south over to Fifteenth Avenue. As I recall, it

|| wes & rather slow night., It was somewhere between nine-

‘thiwy or eleven-thirty, somewhere between those hours I

|| would think. Anyway, I pleked this lady passenger up in
|| the vielmity of City Hospital, sné I wes coming over Sixth
|| Btreet to Fifteenth Averu. Yhen I srrived at Fifteenth

Averve I wade a right tum, and in raking the tum I sax

|| this poltee ear double-parkes at the corner of South

Seventh Street and Fifteenth Avenue, Vell, Fifteenth
Avenue 1s a major thorsughfare, but I geve then the
courtesy of & signal anyway, end then I passed end in the
Wamﬁ T was given a signal to stop. So I pulled over.
There wes a vacant space right at the intersection
of Seventh Street w& Fifteenth Avenue, go I pulled ints
the vacant gpace. The police car pulled along side, and

Il be ssked for the llcense and reglstration., 8o I got the

Ticense and the registration, and I gave them to him and
T seked him what happened. He sald I popped am inters
‘section. I said, "I don't see how hecause you were
doublewnarked angd I thought gou were working and I Just

|| wade & normal pass.” 8o he sald, "No, no, this vehiele

was ‘tn wotfon.
j*’ "Bo I saw then he was trying to play games with me,

‘turn we on. ' T Just told him, T seld, "G5 ahead and és
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what you want to do,” you kmow. 8o he evidently became
incensed about this because he Jueped out of the police
car and snatohed the door opem snd told we to get out
because I was under arrest. Then he insulted the passen-
ger and told her to get the hell sut of the car because
I was under wr«t;

Bo M put we 1n the dback of the prowl car and called
| snother ¢ar to come pick up the ceb. 2o we sit there in
| the car and wait for the other police car to come, 8o
| they came end said they would take care of the cad and
j then we proceeded to the Fourth Frecinet.
| B0 as he started off and made his turn snd started to
| the precinct, them ome of the policemen that was sitting
| fn front, ke turned around on his knees on the front geat
| and e started punching on we. So the other policemen
that was driving, be ssid, "No, don't let out on him.”
| I assume he meant Dy that not to beat him up, He said,
No, no, this bady is mine.” B0 then he proceeded to
' punch on me. He didn't seem to be getting the desired
| result with his fists, #o he looked down in the car some
place and got his nightstick and then he started using hi
nightstiek on me. S5 I held up my hand to try to protect |
Ry fece, snd then he jabbed me in the groin with the stiek,
8o then I fell over on the floor in the back of the cay
hm the two seats and starting throwing up,
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9 || and ome of the officers stuck his hand down in the toilet

- ® |l stool and threw that horridle polluted water all over my

n |

|| face, and then they were atill atriking we and one ghoved
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S0 vhen we got to the police station then they started
to draguing me out of the car end started dregging we down
the streat bocause I couldn't walk because of this intense
pain, you know, where he Jsbbed me with the stick. 8o I
couldn’t walk because of that intense pain, So they drug
me out of the cay mﬂ started dragging me down the street.

- Bome of the cltisens in the copmunity, they said,
"ou don't have to drag him like that," I hesrd seversl
sther volces gay, "You could at least carry him in.”
After this ouldurst fm the eltizens then someon

» picked
e By feet and they carried me in the station,

When 1 got inside the station it was probably some
kind of room or something. I don't know, I em not too

| familiar with the interisr. Anywey, in this roos they
15 | was Joined by about saven or eight wmﬂ, about ten of
them, snd they started kicking and punching me, and this
| went on for & lengthly period of time, Finally they drug

| e in & cell and they started punching on me in there,

my head over the toilst Bowl and one of the fellows in
| the car struck we on the head with the gun butt. Then he

| struck we again with another blunt fnstrument on the right
| s1de.
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Go after they finished their ssdistic party they
finally locked the cell snd left, and so & little later
on some oitizens group ceme in snd persusded them to les

thes see me. fo after they let these people in there

they asked me i I wes burt or if I needed to see & doctor,
1 tolg them I think they have caved in sy ribe. 8o they
reguested that I g to the hoepitel.

. They took me over to the Beth Israel Hospital, snd
over there during the course of exsmination end Lrestment
they found out that my ribs was caved in end there was
sther intemal injuries. 55 at that point the doetop
taped up this side and they brought me back down %o the

stationbouse down town, and I em still going to the doetor

K || for treatment frow the injuries that rescited as & result

15 |

of the beating and this torture in the precinet,

AIRMAN LILLEY: Is there anything else

you would care o say,; Mr, Swith?

vy o THR WITNESS: Thet's about it I would think.
IRMAR LILLEY: Thenk you very much,

“w te WILLIAM A, MERCE

R JR,

||talled as & witness, doly sworn, testified as Tollows s
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