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I:I for the other witnesses we ought to thank this

7 witness for appearing.

1 MR, DRISCOLL: [ think you mve been a very

rl nelpful witness. Thank you wvery much.

5 (Witness excused.) |
b i |
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MARION AlOD
called a3 a witnass, sworn, testified as follows:

EXAMINATION

8y Mr. Fortunato:

g Your addressl

A 158 Fairmont Avenue, Newark.,

'l How long nave you been a resident of Newark?

A ANl my life. This is my home. |
") How old are yout

A Thirty-nine,

¥] Tour occupation?

“ | am & housewife,

/] Are you affiliated with any formal groups?

A Yes. 1 am with the welfare Comm|ttee and -. wall,
1 am on many different programs in Newsrk. 1 am on the |
Tri-Party Board. | am one of the exscutives on the Tri-Party

Q  what is the Tri-Party Board?

——
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A That §s the conzentrated smployment. We call It |
CEP.

v Do you have any connection at ail with the UCLT

A well, I am & representative on UCC from one of the

area boards, Area Board MNo. 3.

Q Do you have any connection with the city admninis-

A Might 1 ask how?l

q Are you on tha payroll of the clicy?

A Ha .

Q Explain what this walfare group 1s.

A well, the welfare group i3 a group of welfare

recipients, welfare mothers that have come together and

14

15
16

¥

tried to iron out each other's problems, and in doing this
we have actually found out that welfare isn't treating us
the way they should and are not giving us the benefits that
should be given to all welfara racipfents that they are
 entitled to.

] Is this a paid job?

A Ko. This 13 volunteer.

'] Continue. In what respect ars they not receiving
the benefits thay should be?

A wWall, number ona, thay are not told that whan thei

Support payments are behind that Welfara can make it up.

Wi, LEUCHTER: Support from whomy

|
r
|
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THE WITMESS: From the father, or {f there is
a relative that can give same support, this can be

done. But mainly from the father.

Number threa, on school clothing we are trying

to organize some kind of system of having a grant

for children's school clothing at the first of |
September. we have here in Newark county and city.
We work with both and with city thare are
problems that we really can't get to because we are
cut off from city. Thare are m manuals that we .
have te follow to go through with to help people.
Like with county we can go down and represant
people. We can sit in and sit in while psople tell
the caseworker of thair problems, With city we do
have a problem trying to get in to have psople
helped.

Many & tme people not knewing thelr rights on

welfare have gone to bed many nights hungry. Soma
of the children are out of school for months at a
time because there Is not encugh money in the
budget to buy shoes #nd clothing. This 1s one of |

our main objectives starting a group like this, so
things we have learned frem people that are fnter. |
ested In welfare that are not on Welfare that have |

helped us together and we are able to help pecple ‘
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who are stil] afrald to speak out or to go to the
welfare office and tell caseworkers of their
problem in the home.

By WMr. Fortunato:

Q How many people on Welfare do you caome in contact

with during the course of the ordinary day?

A 1t varfes, but some days from six to ten that |
actually run into during the day,

Q Do you do his every day yourself?

A Yas.

Q Are thare others who do this?

A Yes. Wwe do have other mothers. There are other

groups that did start sinca | would say asbout August.

People in projects are beginning to organize becsusa we find
there are a lot of walfare problems in public housing. '
various groups whera pecple can't traval all ever the city,
they are just having 1ittle groups where people can come in
instead of having them go across he city to a big meeting
maybe at Area Board 3. Thay could stay right in their own

community and meat.

Q Do you feel there i3 good cooperation batween the |
welfare agencies of the city in your group? |

A well, in the beginning we didn't have cooperation, |
They sort of fought us. But we have found many other people
in welfare on the local level who have told us they didnit
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| their clients to us to get halp.
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E': where the family is the mothar of & number of children but
5 mo father at home?
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like the way the system was, Some of ths caseworkers have |

| sctually told us thay didn't like the way the Walfare :H:n+

| ware, and we have got some cooperation from them because since

our groups have gotten larger, some of the caseworkers send

50 1 feel wa are getting a littie support from wWelfare,

Q Are most of the peopie you deal with situstions

& Yes. In county we deal with a lot of that, '

] How about dty?

A Wa say over a month we might have cases whare there
Is a father i1n the home and he Is with his family.

Q tiow many cases where theres s no father in the
home T

A I really can't even count them becsuse You come
into this every day.

q what is tha average number of children that are

A The highest that I have come upen, I think there

|were twelve children fn the family. |

*] what would be & normal range 1f you can tell us?

A I would say eight children. The femilies are very
large here in Mewark.

] That would be the average, eight children?
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| included in the Welfare budget. Supposing you had a mother

nidd 8/

[ Yas.

] what 1s the support money that is allotted for a

A Support payments?
Q Yas.
A It is according to the court.

Q You are mying that the support payment (s

with aight children., How much would she receive from wWelfarg
providing she was not recelving any support {ncame?
A She would receive Trom welfare about two hundred
#nd soma dollars, about 5267,
MR, DRISCOLL: For what period?
THE WITKESS: A month,
MR. DRISCOLL: Do you feal that s adequate!
THE WITMESS: Mo, it isn't. The support

paymant {tselfl maybe would everage about $17.50,

maybe 521,

MR, DRISCOLL: A weak?

THE WITHESS: Yes.

MR. DRISCOLL: In asddition to the $200 recei
fram welfare?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. DRISCOLL: Can wu tell us why you feal

that 1s not sufficient?
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THE WITHESS: Two hundred sixty-seven dollars
for a family of eipht and support payments of §21,
that is about $86 & month with the $21, and it will
bring the aversge between welfare and the support
payment to about three hundred something a month, |
with rent being as high as it is in Mewark, by the |
time you pay your remt, buy clothing, food, in
cases people have to make their own heat. Even ir
you don't make your own heat, it is still mot
anough money .

MR, DRISCOLLY what s the effect on the
children in these femilies?

THE WITHESS: when children begin to gat into
junior high [ think the effect is shown more so

there because then they begin to notice that other

children have things that they don't have and

then when they ask at home for it, they are teld,
‘pomemy will get it for you the first of the month
when my check comes." Sometimes on the first of

the month when the chack comes the check is aither

cut or if the pon-support payment hasn't come that
month, then the child is disappointed. That may

go on for a time, especially if the mother doesn't |

know that the support payments sre supposed to be
made up. It begins to have an effect on the child
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of saying this is a promise they get every month,
By the time it fs time for them to get what they
are supposed te get, one of the younger children
neads 8 palr of shoes or one of the younger ones
needs o coat, It s always something, 2nd this is
whare ft starts, when 2 child gets in junior high,
bacause he 1s mot @le to attend different things
because the money s not there to glve to him,

To tell you the truth, this is why a lot of
women do some of the things they do and they are
on Welfare. They go to work and 1t is found out,
or 1f they wil it, they take whatever she ecarns
out of the check, 5o you are not really accomplish
anything.

MR. LEUCHTER: Can we amplify that? If a
woman got & job for, say, $50 a week &nd reported
ft, she would have this 5200 a month taken out of
her wWelfare check?

THE WITHESS: A certain portion of it. If she
makes S50 & week clear every weel, then they would
deduct the First of the month maybe $20-30 from her |
check.

MR. LEUCHTER: Per week or altogether?
THE WITNESS: The first of the month.

Altogather.

—
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T MR. LEUCHTER: She could make $200 a month and

|

2

11
12
13

4 L Yes, | was,
ﬁi k bo you recall what time you arrived?
16

w  oe

P .

iFh were beginning to gather at the Fourth Precinet. They

|Area Board Three.

|tMrty. I would say sbout & quarter te nine calls started

1900d half hour we kept getting thase calls back and forth

20,

they might deduct $20 or 530 from her welfere
check, or wolild 1t be @ greater per centagel

THE WITNESS: It may be a grester per centage.
It all depands on baby sitters and stuff like that.

They pay for a baby sitter. A1)l of these things

have to coma out.

q I am going to leava this srea because 1 wanted the

By Mr. Fortunate:

briaf facts concerning the riots and then maybe wa can come
back to it.

Were you at the Fourth Precinct on wadnasday, July
I2tht

A To my recollection we were at & meeting at the

F q what time was that meeting scheduled?

A The maeting started at sight, scheduled at seven.

caming in in the Area Board that thera was & scuffle or

Samething at the Fourth Precinct. 1 would say for about a |

that there was & cab driver that had been beaten up and that

—
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really wvanted the people from the Ares Boerd to come over to

find sut what had happened because most of all [ guess you

Iwould c2ll the lenders and things like that were at this

Elllﬂﬂﬂ because we were in progress of trying to get things

ready for the camp. Most evervbody was at this particular

|meeting at that time.

Q Mid you go to the Fourth Precinct?

A Yes. we al1 lefr and went to the Fourth Precinct.
Q What was the situation when vou arrived at the
Fourth Precinct?

a When we arrived there, there were people that were
®i1ling around cutside. They were talking, saying what had
happened.

9 How many?

a I would say close te one hundred pesple.

Q What were they saying had heppened?

A Different ones that you would bump fnto as you were
caming down the street, they were saying thet the cab driver
had been beaten up by the police.

Q Did they say where he had been beaten up?

A Ko. Mo one really specified where. They were

|Just talking that he had been drug out of his cab,

Q Did they say they had seer him besten up?

A Ona woman did, m“idthnmh-d:mhimm
had beaten him, mllmuhmhﬂn-mttath
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precinct, and she had come out on the perch and seen him
[+] what time was that?

A The time that we al] left the Area Board must have |

. been betwoan quarter after nine and nine-thirty.

Q How far i3 your meeting at the Area Board from the
fourcth Precinct?

A About three minutes by car.

4 S0 you arrived at some time after nine-fifrtean at
the Fourth Precinct. Dfid the people who were telling you
sbout the beating of Charles Smith tel]l you what time that
i this alleged beating occurred?

A Mo, HNo one mentioned tima thera.

Q what did you do then? Did you stay there?

| A 1 stayed because I began to see different people
|I really knew from the UCC.

Q  when did they arrivel

| A I must have been there about fifteen minutes.
i q Whom were you talking about, Tim Still, Oliver

‘- T“- m“t
Q Prior w their arrival was there a time when a

reup of pesople who were part of the dewenstration went into
the Fourth Precinct?

A None of the people went in. They were trying to




o m Kidd 23
1

|! ge in. They wanted to find out vhat had happened to the cab
.| driver, and each time they made & move toward the door they

3 were told to stay outside or, you know.

§ ] Did you talk to anyone who went in?

§ A Ma, I didn't get to talk to anyons that want Iruld.|.

6 @ As fer as you know, no one went inside? '

s |

“ A I seen Mr. Stil) and Mr. wendell and Oli{ver Lofton
' go in., That was after angry argument outside the back door
9 | bacause they did want to see the prisoner and wented to know

10| why he had not had medical treatment. I believe they got

i1 | together and went in with the polfice captain or sergeant at

12 | the Fourth Precinct.

13 q Did at soma time Mr. Smith come out of the Precinck

14 | in the custody of other policemen?

15| A Yes. This was after they a1} had gone inside,
'ﬁ: @ what time was that? 0Oo you recall?
H A No. Time I didn't really know. We were just all

5 there. 1 couldn't specify time. '

Q Did you speak to Hr. Saith st that time when he
T | came out?

| A 1 got & glimpse of him when he came out becsuse
thers were many people there and the police had him and they |
were trying to bring him te the cab.

4 Q was he walking?

L A Yas. He was walking like in & slump 1ike he was
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| ona had safd he hadn't gone and that the prisoner was alone

|!IH want over to the hospital.

¥

in ageny. 1 just seen him as 1 got to the car with him.
(¥] when was the next time you saw Mr. Smith?

A At the hospital.

4] what hospital?

A geth [srael.

Q wWhat timal

A That I can't even say. Time 1 ddn't look at ne

more when 1 left the Area Board, The time when I actually

left the hospital was about midnight.

'l To go homa?

A No. I left the hospital te go back te the area
because [ had went over in the beginning when Mr. Walker had
once got into the car with the prisonar when he was going tog
' take him to the hospital. Wwhen | looked and seen again some

and | sean anothar fallow worker that I usually work with.

1 sald to him, "Let's go to the hospital.” we all got in
the car, I, myself and two other fellows.,

Q@ was this Mr. Rush?

&  MWr. Leroy Mush and 2 boy by the name of Tony. We

] Did anybedy tell you te go to the hospital?
Mo. wWe had taken this on our own.

A
q How many others llke yourself were at the hospital)
A Just the thres of us.
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15 &ctually happened?" This i3 when the doctors begin to talk
|

Did you see Mr. Smith at the hospital?
Yes, I did, |
How dd he appear to you at that time? |

> o P o

wWell, he wes still slumped over |1ke he was in
sgony, &nd he looked more afraid like hes had been told not tJ.
sey snything. When we arrived inside, there was & lady th-rd
that had a 1ittle girl that was sick. She called us to the
side and said, "You seemed to be concerned about the
gentleman that the police brought In., [ want to tell you
what happened. When they brought them in here they sald he
hag stumbled snd fell.” This is what the police told the
doctors,

well, we begin to talk amongst oursalves snd sald, "Thig

Is not reslly what teppened. why don't you tell what really

o the police to find out what had actually happened te

[Wr. Smith because he in the baginning didn't want to have myl

medical work done,
Q Oid you hear the conversation batween Mr, Smith and

the doctors or the police and the ®ctors?

Just when they asked him what had happened,

Just when whe had asked?

The dbctor.

And you heard that?

» o P oo B

I heard the doctor ask him, but I don't know what

— |
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| he snswared beck.
Q I understand you were almost killed during the riot

A Yes. The night that Gowernor Hughes had passed '

martial law, that same day, Friday the 13th I think, well, we
| a1l had gone to bed in cur hame. About ten-thirty my sister
called and wanted to know If all my children were at home. |
vas talking to her, Before I went to bed around seven-thirty
we had seen tha HNetional Guard and the State Troopers and

police. They ware parked down on the corner of South Orange

Avenue and Fairmont. There were pecple there talking te them

and everything. About ten-thirty whan she called me things
were quiet outside. All of a sudden I heard the sirens
blowing and telling everybody to be of f the street.

I got up and went to the window and just as [ got to the
Iﬂl-inu. a lady on the second floar was talking to me in cone

versation and all these trucks started moving frem the

corner and they all went in different directions. The

National Guard truck came down ocur block, and ] am about the

fifth or sixth house in from the corner, They started

shooting at the time they got &t my house. [ didn't even
(know they had shot in my house or 1 almost got hit, I anly
knew I fell to the floor, and I didn't even know the place |
had besn shot up &5 bad as it was.

| We put out all the Vights and everybody cravied on the
floor for the rest of the night, Az they went down the

- I
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streets we could hear the gunshots.

Q How badly was your place shot upf?

A 1 have two big holes in the bedroom wall sbout thai
big, and then the window still has the hole where the bullet
went through, and my drapes. 5o Che window shade was down
and the room whare I was, | have & blouse that was hanging.
This is the only thing that saved me, | had & blouse or
coat hanging near the window. The bullet went through the
blouse and just ripped it. 1 had @ raincoat. | guesi the
raincoat stoppad the bullet because If it had not, | know 1
would be dead today. It come right clean through the house
from the outside. If that raincoat hadn't been there, 1
know | would be dead today.

"] Have you ever given an affidavit te that affect teo
the Newark Legal Sarvicas Project?

A Yes.

] nave you saved such things as the drape and the
blouse containing this holel

A Yes.

'l Have you registered & formal complaint to anyone
other than bringing it te the attention of the Newsrk Legal
Services Projecti

A Mo, no one else.

MR. DRISCOLL: Ofid you recover any bullets
fraom the walls?
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THE WITNESS: Wwe did, but my children ware

fascinated by the bullet and they were showing them
and they got mislaid. | remember recovering two,
They ware shattered very badly, but 1 haven't been

able to find them since that morning.

MR. MEYNER: Do you receive assistance?

THE WITHESS: VYes, | do.

M. HEYNER: For yourself and for your
childrent

THE WITNESS: Yes.

MR. MEYNER: This is recelived through the
county?

THE WITWNESS: That's right.

Mik. MEYNER: The Aid to Dependent Children
Program.

THE WITNESS: Right.

MR. ME/NER: How many children do you have?

THE WITNESS: I have eight. Une is grown.
Me is out of the hawe. | have » son that is

twenty, but he 15 not receiving assistance any
'“’-

MR. MEYNER: S0 you have got six that receive

assistance and yourself?
THE WITMESS: That's right.

MR. MEYNER: Dfd your husbend desert you?

g
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1 THE WITNESS: Yes.

1' MR, MEYNER: How lbng ago?

3| THE WITNESS: About nine years.

4 MR, MEYNER: How mich do you get each month

5 for yourself and the six children that are eligible
6! THE WITHESS: Three hundred-one dollars a

1 month.

MR. MEYNMER: And how much rent do you pay?

9| THE WITNESS: At this dete | am paying §125.
10 | MR. MEYNER: For how many roomsi?

1 | THE WITHESS: 1 have seven.

u!‘ MR, MEYNER: Have you done any work in the

13 | last eight or rine years?

14 |i THE WITNESS: well, I was doing domestic work
15 | just up until last year. My little girl started
i6 going to pre-school. '.
17 | MR, MEYNER: Do you get support from your

8| husband?

4 | THE WITNESS: Yes. It would be $17.50 & week,
0

| but they put the extra two dollars on for back
' payments, 30 1t brings It up to 520 a week. '
b Mit. DORISCOLL: One of the {ssues that has

frequently been mentioned in conjunction with this

whole poverty progrem (s what steps can be taken to

maintsin tha family unit., Hew can wa o0 about
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praventing the high per_centage of broken homes that
wa have not only among blacks but whites as wellt

Do you have any thoughts on that subject? '
THE WITHESS: Yas. We have meny thoughts on
that particular subject., we feeal that if a man
that is in the home, if his salary does not cover
the expanse of the home for rumning 1t that h‘llflr1
should give him some supplemantal help as long as
the f@ther is in the home, But ft seems as though
the county does not & this., They say if a man's
salary is 560 a week or $63 or 560, maybe he may bhe
sble te get help from City welfare. But 1f he
should po over that and ha iz on City Welfare, thay
will cut the family of f Vike, say, he sterts

serning 875 & week, saylng he 1s moking encugh

incoms to teke core o his fomily snd thelr neads.

This §s why & Tot of men do leave home, becsuse
the salery lsn't high encugh and we have gone du\nll
many times and said we would much rather me our
family together ond petting some supplementz] help
frem county end the femily would stay together. But
county says this can't be done. The father has to

be out of tha home,

One thing we have found out, that the counmty

will support & waman if she has a boy friend and he
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is Viving In the home, She can take @ boy frlﬂ|
Into the home end they will combine his income with
her's and they will still give har help, But §if |
fs the natural father of the children, he has t
ba out of the homa before any help can ba given,
MR. DRISCOLL: Then you relate a lack of
opportunity on the part of a Megro to earn Imuﬂ
fncome to support his family in pert at least to
separations that take place, 1s that correct?

THE WITNESS: Do I say --

HRA. DRISCOLL: Do you feel there 1z a uluinq-
ship betwsen the opportunity on the part of the
Negre man to earn an adequate income to support his|
family -- that is a factor in the number of
separations that take place?

THE WITMESS: Most of our cases we do find
it Ifke this.

MR. DRISCOLL: Alse, then, 1 would assume that
you would feel there is @ relationship between
broken homes and the failure on the part of the

Negro to have an opportunity for sdvancement in his
job status?

THE WITNESS: If 1 am understanding you cor.

ractly --

MR, DRISCOLL: Let me pur f¢ this way: 1¢
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a Negro had & better opportunity to advance in his
position and hence make more money, would you
believe thera would be a better chance of keeping
the home togather?

THE WITNESS: Yes, 1 really do. In a let of

cases sverybody can't get along together, but in !
cases we have worked with [ balieve this is true. i.

MR. DRISCOLL: But the psr centage of braken
howes would in your opinion be dropped?

THE WITNESS: That's right.

MR. DRISCOLL: This problem of getting along
is mot uniqua as fer as any particular race is

concarnad.

Mit. GIBBONS: 1 think we have another witness)

MR. LEUCHTER: Before she goes | would like to

axplore for just @ couple of minutes one other lr-*
with your permission. Is it & paying propesitien |
for a woman with four children to have another? Is

there any financial advantage gained by having
anaothar child?

THE WITHESS: Many people feel that 1s why
more people have more children, because they are
going to get mre money, but this 1s not the case,

MR. LEUCHTER: would the average mother who s

recelving ADC fn har confinement and delivery use
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elty hospitals and go to pre-natal clinics and
possibly post-natal clinfcs?

THE WITMESS: Yes, sha does.

MR, LEUCHTER: With the cost paid by the
county?

THE WITHNESS: Thet's right.

MR. LEUCHTER: Is any birth control infor-
mation dispensed at any of thasa clinfcs?

THE WITNESS: Just recently.

MR. LEVUCHTER: In your opinifon, having 1ived
in the center of Mewark for 2 while, how extensive
fs knowledge of family planning or birth contrel?
Is 1t axtensive, or 1s It not? Do most woman know
that birth contrel or family planning is possible,

or do they not know this?

THE WITRESS: As lete as February or maybe
March this information has been able to be glven
to the Welfare client. The caseworker didn't have
the right to tell the client about birth control
or aven that she should go down to the Planned
Parenthood. Like mysalf, I might find out frem
someons else and go down.

MR. LEUCHTER: You say this information has
just baen available in the past year?

THE WITHESS: Yes.
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walker
M. LEUCHTER: Do you feel this results im

sdller famiiies among poverty-stricken people,

or do you feel it will not make much difference?
THE WITHESS: [ feel that it will iF it

doesn't affect the mother's health. [ feel many

woman have gone to the program, It started In

HMartland. They have classes, pre-natal sessions.

I haven't been to the hospital for quite some time,

but mothers have gone and have had bables and have

{1

2 |
3]
4
5

been told by the social worker they have classes
ond they heve been told where they cen go for birth
control .,

MR. LEUCHTER: No further guestions.

HMR. GIRROMS: Thank you wery much,

- o m

Whersupon,

JAMES WALKER
called as a witness, sworn, test!fiad ms followst
EXamInaTION

By Mr. Fortunato:

Q I would appreciate It 1f you would agive us your
Mme, address, birth place, how long & resident of Newark,
A dames walker. 1 reside at 10 Custer Place 1n
Newark, 1 was born September 3, 1918, end 1 have been in

Newark thirty yoars.






