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Chapter One



TER ONE
THIAD WARD

Almost half of Newark'as forty=four thousend colorad sitizans
are packed and fammed into fifty-six hundrethe of m squere mile of eound and
fury. This is the Third Wardj in ares, the seventh smallast of tha antirs
ecity, with a denaity of seventy-four parscms to an acre, Situsted in the
ecanter of what is locally cslled the WHill" section, the Third Ward ia e
cropg=gaction of avary city's Negro population, replsate with bad housing, de—
lingueney, poor health, the various strata of soclety, big-time reckets and
a tremendous church-going population.

This is one of fite placens where you would have to go (asm we
did) to mee first hand, what ie reproduced heare on paper. "Fire Sweeps Tepe-
ment on West Einney Street"..."Woman Near -Childbirth Evicted".,."Man Found
Froren to Death iIn Charlton Street Hallway"..."™'wo Fmtally Injured in Broome
Streat Fight%..."FHA to Survey Third Ward Housing®..."Study HReveamls Houeing
Belated to Delinguency Bate®. These ars actusl headlines interpreting Third
Werd life.

Or you could climb the nearby Ormnge mountaine on a clasr
winter night, where the mir is clean and the housea clome by mre eat beck in
spacious grounde. Look out over the lighte of the dazrling ecity beyond, If
your syes ware good encugh, you could see tha Third Ward cut thers, partly
haloed by red neon and sprawling iith!.uf bright linss that are big important
atreats, Thara ara aven, steady-burning rows of lights from the Frudential
Apartmente—the firet attempt at producing decent homas for the colored in
Newark. Thoss faint, hardly-visible flickers come from kerossne=1it flats.

That blue smesar of light that sesms to vibrate in the sir is Scateland st tha
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foot of Montgomary Straet. Three small movie houses that cater almost ex-
cluaively to the Negroes in the Third Ward, send up a vari-colored, regu-
lated flask of light. Notice the splotches of darknesa here and therew..
those are the butcher ghops ("Specisle on chitlings, hogmawse, souse and
eracklinge"), grocery storea ("We Cash Relief Cheacka"), ahoe-shine parlors,
dry=goods, haberdashery and ten cent stores — all closed for the night.

Perhaps you will laave this rocky perch and go toward the
Third Ward, on High Strest, Avon or South Orenge Avenua, Eeep going until
you hear the Third Ward., Walk slowly so that you don't miss anything. Walk
until you hear the sound of Negro veicee...happy, angry, drawled, intensas,
rich and colorful voices.

Visit a tensment on Morton Strest. Climb up some rickety
broken stairs. The bannister's s littla shaky so ba carsfnl how you walk,
It'as dark in here, but the atrest light flltere in and reveals ocracikad,
eagring walle, the peper=filled craciks in the windows, the mouldy floore
that creak as you walk.

You come to the first door. There is no ball} kmock softly,
thare might be a child elesping on a low cot in the cornsr of the room, Orest
tha tall, stooped brown man who says, "Come in. Rest your things en the
kitchen table. This ie the warmest room to sit in." Make youreelf as com=
fortabla as possible in that wobbly chalr near the smsll wood stove. Don't
ask gueations too fast. Pay no attention to tha wall of the sick baby that
penestrates the thin walle from the next flat, or to the sporadis torets of
argumant that coma from the apartment on the floor above, Juet listen (ea
wa did) to the story of a steel-worker, waitress, besutician, housewifes,

chauffeur, on any aidea of the atrest.
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"l was born in Marisnna, Florida, Janusry 23, 1883, 1
never knew my mothar as ahea died the day after I was born. I was brouwght
up by a step-mothar. I went to schosl to the third year, schocl was only
three months in the winter. The rest of the year I worked on a rented
farm, When I was elghteen I went to live in Georgia, and got a Job tapoing
legves in turpentine fields, They paid ten cents a thoueand boxes. After
I got the hang of it, I sveraged about 10,000 bozes a wask.

*During the war I worked in a powdar plant in Alabama, and
made from thirty to seventy-five dollers m week. After the war thers
wasn't much to do around and my aister mlwaye wrote from Jersay City telling
us how well they were getting mlong up there, mo I left the South, When I
got to Jerssy City I couldn't find work, but after a few months I landed ma
Job at Crucible Stesl. After work elacked I was let go and found jobe in
diffarent foundriess until the depression. Now I'= too old to gat anothar
Job. Thay want young men and a men liks me hasn't got a chance. For the
last two years up to August, I worked on WPA. They lsid me off there be=
eanss of moma 1€ month rule. Now I'm doing nothing and can't aven get on
raliaf because my daughter is working and the investigator says my daughtar

has to support me. ¥
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¥In 1322, my husband heard things were good up hare and ag,
moved us to Newark. He got & Job with a cement company here and we did fine
until 1931. Bueiness got bad, his ealary was gut in half and finally he lost

his Job. Since that time he's worked on WPA and right now we're on relief.
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"I was born on a farm in Sandvills, Georgie, in 1915, I

was the daughter of m man who fermed oo shares. My perents nevar ssamed

abla to make ande meat.®

¥l was born in Worwood, Borth Garolina. I 1aft thers whean

I was & kid. I don't mesd to tall you sverything I have done in my life,

That min't our businesal
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"] puess I can tell you tha little thet happensd in my lifa.
1 wae born in Green County, Alabama, Octobar 15, 18A5. I was the last of
14 ghildren. UMost of the children in our family died soon as they wers born
or when they wers littls kide. I think one of ths reasons they died mo

young was becsumse there wae no care taken of colored mothers awpecting childran.®

*] was born on & farm and worked there for many yemars, I
went to school only a few weekas of my life. Wa worked wvery hard trying to
mekcs big cropa. The school ran three months a yeari I only went during the
three months when the rain mnd snow wera ao bad we couldn't work.

B¥hen I was seventesn I started courting. My #lrl frisnd
wae atill going to school. We spent our sveninges togethar with har teaching

ma to read and write. I never could lsarn arithmetic tut reading and writing

cams aany to ma,
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*] married early so I started to farm for mysslf., I had
a mle and some farm equipmant and got to be the best farmer around theras,
reel prosperous, We had seven children and we sll worked hard mo wea saved
some money, Then I got a Job in Louvisisns se a Right Boss and atayed thers
from 1902 to 1910. I stayed until tha Boll Weavil ran me away. I was grow=
ing beles of cotton on my own tract of land but in 1910 ths crop fall ko
L0 bales a year.

"In 1910 I moved to Arksneas. <he BollWeevil didn't get
there yet, end I hed some pretty good crope. I voted the firet time in
drksnems. I was afraid to vote at first, becanes I never could wote befors
and T wasn't sura how tha Whites would feel having a Negro vote. My first
vote wae for Harding, The first yesr Harding was president I loat $1700,
and I wae nevar proeperous aftar that. I came to Newark sbout ten yenrs
ago from Arksnsas, My daughter lived here and telked me into coming to live
with har. Her husbend still got s pretty zood paying Jeb. I eold all my
horass and farm implements and comes hera with that money. I jJuat min't had

any luck since.®

Thasa arse the pecple who live oo Eroome Strest, on “rarltom
Strest, way over on 18th Avenus. Meybe you would like to make some cther
ptope.....look in on other lives.

It might be summer now in the Third Ward with sun-baked
straate and sweltaring elmepless nights. During the day the strests are crowlad
and ring with the high-pitched cries of Negro and white children playing gemas,

dodghng between tha wheels of tha heavy rumbling trucks that swarve by,
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Street vendors call out their wares and anxiously brush away the fliaas

that hover over the eticke of sugar-cane, slice pinsappla and coconut meats
stacked on their pushcarts. The smell of brewing beer wafta down from the
large brewary on Belmont Avenum., The kosher butchar shops on Prinoce Straat
and the meny Jewiegh foods mdvertised on stors windows throvghbut the ward,
give evidence of tha wvast J#“!.u'h porulation who share the poverty of Third
Ward 1ife with NHegroae ’;.F%ﬂ forelgn=born of many countrise.

On the streat cornars, @en in shirt-slasves stand listlessly
watching the passershy, A group of loudly-laughing youths stand in the
ghade of mn swning, to escane the fury of the sun. The youngsr mem look
identical, wearing tha same axeggernted "English drapa® suita with jackets
that mrea bromd st the shouldars mnd taper down Just Below the hipe. Their
trousers all look the sams, pegeed or blousy at the top and narrowing down
to emall cuffs at the ankle, Their hata ara wide-brimmad and ehow the
influense of wild-wastarn maganzinaa, Thess men fedél they are " =hpalk"
or dressed at the haizht of fashion (even in the summar) and they call them-
salves Phip-kittiss" (those who have been initiated inteo the art of parfact
talloring.) Thelr shirte are opan at the neck, and a few have their necktias
drawn s0 tlghtly that the knot scarcaly shows abova tha "YM of the jackat,

A serawny black oat slinke out of an alley to the streat,
indifferently surveyes the scena, yawnas, and curls up in a cormar o¢f shadas,.
The doors of dusty, dark hallwaye gap open, thair interiors resking with
the acoumilated odorm of anciant and Inadegquats plumbilng. On Prince Streat,
the open chicken markets breatha a foul blast in your face as you walk by. 4&n
anthueiatlic pusheart vendor nearby clutchas the arm of a prospsctiive customar,

That vacant store on Kinney Streat with the dirty red curtaines hung unavenly

on string, is occupled by a band of Oypeles. Ona has come out on the streat
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and angaged an ovarallad Negro man in convarsation. He pausas momentarily,
regarding her swarthy faca warily, then shufflea slowly away, sheking his
head.

That brown Wegro with the luzurlant hea®) growth looks like
a figura out of tha mnative quarter of soma Oriental city. Ha is a membar
of the Moorish=Amerlean cult. Thars are many of thees in the Third Ward., The
tall, hu:_‘upnctnf:lad youth who walks so straizht and etares mhead of him
carries a blble under his arm.

Hara is & Fathar Divins restpursnt. Orude letters painted
on the window advartise meals for ten, fifteen and tweniy=five cants. Ooing
ineides and sitting at one of tha longz tablas, you are created by s lsan,
dark woman. "Pesace," ghs eays. The manu ie written on 3 blsck board at the
rear of the room and includes Southarn dishes, soups and daesartas, The food
ig surprisingly good, tha service is quick and no one smokes or talkes leoudly,
4 pleture of "Father® cccuplies the hend of the table and a tribute of cheap
paper flowers are in a vase in front of "His" chailr,

Thera is a two—etoried yellow brick tmilding mcross tha atreat
that has an intereating history. It begen me a lodge home and yeara ago
dances ware held there nightly. With prohibition, ite popularity diminished
and it was finally closed. It was finally decorated and re=opened me a modern
night club aftar Hapasl. Oparating several months at a loss, it was pgain
cloged, Now 1% ig a Father Divire Eingdom, & place of refugs and prayer for
his "angels," conveniently placed opposite the restsurant,

That woman standing near ths corner across thes strest and
higslng at Wegro and white men in passing care la a proatitute, called a "

JhJ.”..h,LhJﬁeruLL- Cl o P
"mudicickar® in the jargon of the Third Ward. ﬂ'ﬂﬂ‘ lined face'ls marked #ith

dinsipation. Sha hails a truck driver who slowa down. They talk awhils, Sha
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watchas him drive off. Her business will atart in sarnsat, later in the
svening with customers of many coloras, some in flashy cars from nearby
countiea, many from "batter" mactions of the city, some from just around
the corner.

Here's a strong=-looking attrentive Neagro woman passing us,
ecarrying a doctor's bag in har hand, Let's follow her down Hillaids Place,
walking away from the busy center of the ward to sections wharas treas lins
the streate and there 1le gquiet. Thias is atill the Third Ward but unfortyu-
nately reoressnts less than one eighth of its entire aram.

We pass house after houss eat back from the streat 1in tha
shads of lawn treass. The woman doctor enters this houss on the laft. It's
a 2% story frames structure with soms recently=spplisd tan paint, much like
ths othar houses on this strast. A tarrace with cemant- atapa lasds up to
the double front doors and thers ie a rock garden on aach side of the steps.
A emall, trimmad hedge sncircles the lawn. You can look up into the windows
of the house and suspact that thars are parquat flooze, glistening snd gpob=
less. A bay window jute out to the left, revealing the shiny fot sides of
s grand plano that eits neardy. Thera's a doctor's shingle near the fromt
door. ©Shall we vielt with this woman doctor who has had to overcome the
handican of color in achieving a place for hareelf in a profession where
evan white women are ecarcel

T was born in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1900, I finiehed the
local school and was graduated with honors., I went tn Talladega College in
Alsbama and majored in the physical sciences, When I completed my work thers

I teught for a year.
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"1 saved moet of the momey that I made while teaching and

then came Worth to Women's Wedical College of tha University of Pennsylvania,

to study mediczine. I worked hard each summer, trying to earn encugh monsy

for tuition the following Ssptesber. My work was that of waitreas, chamber—

maid, or any of tha other jobz that ona finde at a summer re=ort. After m
tarrific etruggle which almost lad to a nervous braaidown, I received my MD.

PAfter graduation, I went to Emnsms where I served my in-
tarnaship. Whean my lnterneship had beesn completad I cams back Easb. I

didn't have esnough money to btuy sguipment and open an office so I worked as

A mald with a wealthy femily here, After a year, I had saved esmough monsy

to open man offiea, mnd did so0 in Fhiladelphis. I practised in Fhiladelohis
for sevaral wears snd enjoyed my work, but was not too succrasful financially,

Just at that time, I married and moved to Newark with my husband who i a
dentint.

I 've bean practising in Newark since, and thoroughly enjoy
my work. Aftar I was here for a while, I was appointed tn the venareal clinie
of the Departmant of Health. I became interested in the study of eyphillis
and smw the nesd of moch publicity end sducetlon to spreed informetion about
syphillis snd its treatment to the people. I gave lacturas, at churcheas,
achooles, and bafors various organoizptlonm.

it present 1 am doing graduate work at Columbia University,

tepide my clinic work and private nractime,®

Hera's anothar professionals house down the strest, No

doubt we will get another story of struggle for education. .
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"I waa born in Winsboro, South Carolina in 128G, one of
twalve children, My fathar, a minigter, died whan I was fourtesn yasrs
2ld and I had to go to work to help support my mother and the othar
children. My sducation was neglected through leck of time, and I wns
thirteen befora I reached the third grade. My mothar diad when I was smaven-
tean and I waes filled with a consuming mmbition to go %o school and make
something of my=elf,

Biftar leaving the Winsboro school I matriculated at Frisnd-
ghip College in Rockhill, South Caroline, and was gredusted in the class
of 1905, 1 later attended Shaw University in Haleigh, Nerth Carolina and
was & four-latter man in athlatics. After graduating from Shaw im 1915
I continmued my studiee at Howard Univeraity in Washingtom, D. C.; whare
I went to the gchool of dentistrys I was married while still in dental
school and derived great inspiration from my wife who was as interested in
aduc=tion as I.

W] was graduated from dental echool in 1512 mnd spent tha
following year in the United States Army Medicel Corps. I've bean prac—
tising dentistry in tha Third Ward since 1920 snd have participated in many
phassas of community lifa through my church and through political organiza-

tiona,"
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Lat"m walk back fto tha streets of noley kida, hot dog etands,
pool parlors, end cheap-loocking brick fronts. Back to the sgualor and povarty
that ie the Third Ward, made vivid and brilliant by tha intensity of peopleis
lives, by the desirae and strivings for hetter things. Back to the lowest

vibration in the Amarican spactrum,
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It's gotting darker now, the heat is leas ororessive. The
tensments empiy themselves with peaople hanglng from second snd third and
fourth story windows, trying to got eome mir. Tenénts csn be sesn on the
roofe and fire-sacapes, some heve half-naked children in their arse or by
their sides. Thick clovde of mothe play about the streat lights and etors
windows, Throuzh the open door of p atore-fromt church, you gan hear the
rhythm of a tambourine and the voices of those in stbendance. One wonders
at thelr enargetlic worship in such heat as this.

Hear the gigantic Prudentiml Apartments, little knots of
people talk togathar on the streat or ait on the benches in the court.
Glowing ende of cigarettes identify persons here and there. Shiny, well-
kept cars stop and atart as people leave or come to the Apartments. BSounds
of laughter and sosic comes from a party in a first=Tloor l:rart'llnt..;fihht'u
atop this man coming toward us now, Ha'e wearing m whita apron over his
thin summar almcikta spnd his shirt sticke to his back, He's probably a
restaurant worker on his way homes from a humid greasy kitchen. Parhaps
he'll spend a few minutes with us, eipping a cold drink at the spda=fountain
acroess the straat.

"] was born in Jamaice, Britiegh Wast Indiss, in 1820, A
German merchant brought my father to the ieland when he waz a boy of tem,
¥y fathar wae born on the Wast coast of Africm, knmown ams the Gulnea Comst,
and had besn orphaned by a slave raid. FHis father and mother had been taken
to be eold me slaves to America.

"My fathar always sald that he lived by hie witas bacause
he had naver hed a hona or a way of earning & living. This Oarman marchant

1iked my father so much that he treated him not as a servent but as a son.
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¥Fhen the merchant died, ha laft my fathar hie a=mall
generael ators in Jamalcm. Although we wara British subfiects on British
goil, my fathar alwaye had a desp-rooted love for Germany that ha probably
got from hie friend the marchant. I guees I sbmorbad a lot of lova for
Garmany which I 8till have now, but to a much lessar degraa.

"As A boy I made good marke in school snd finished the
Sth stendard. I intendsd to go to Englend for further aducetinn when =y
father became 11l, I pursed him and took care of hie business on the is=
land imstsed, wntil he disd four years later,

Fafter my father'e death I married, clossd the store, and
took =y wife to New York for a homaymoon. I was thrilled by thie country
end decided then and there that this was the place for me snd my wife. Hers
wa would live and raiee our family, if there would be cns. After we got
hera, I hated to leave this country tmt I had to go back and settle my
businees bafore we laft for good,

"] returned and opened s emell grocery etore in New YTork.
Fueinees wae vary bad and I mlmoet loet the store sesveral times. I ran
into ma friend I once kmew on the Island who was living in Newark, New Jersey.
He had a large restaurant in Newerk and persusded me to move to Jaresy and

work for him. I've beaan here ever since.¥
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Te could maks one more atop befors 1t gatas dark, Lat g
turs inte this sour—sgmelling tenement with the children scettered over tha
front stairs, listlesaly playing together. Taks the firat flat on the

ground floop,...donlt keep the occeupantes talking btoo long, muppsr hes to be

fized for the childran.
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*1 wae born in Hartford, North Caroliom, im 1905,% gaye the
dAprk brown woman who looks only 25 yeers old. "I was the youngest of four
children, two baye and two girls., My fathar died when I was 12 years old.
Ha wae vary strict wlth us and it seemed that we weni to sesd when he died.
But, anywaY, I mnnaged to finieh my first year in high achool.

‘#] fall in lova with & fellow who became the fathar of my
first child. He didn*t marry me but laft town inatead. One ysar later I
mat anothar fellow that I went with stemdy, and pfter a few monthe I dis-
covered that 1 was golng to heve another baby. This time I went to the
law, btut discovered that this fellow was slresdy marriesd. '

WMy reputetion at homes had become very bad tut I only felt
that I had hard luck and d4idn't feel that I wae really bad, My mother was
good and kind to me during all of my trouble. I got a Job in eervies,
gleeping im, at five dollars a week., Most of the five dollars I got, I
sent to my mother whe was kesping the childran.

"one Thursday when I was off I mat Jim who ®=ae working at
tha locel o0il =ill, He seked to be my besu and I consented. Aft2r going
with him for a few montha I found that I was to hecome a mother for the
third time.

"He didn't marry me right away btut instead came to Few Jarsey
to work in a brick yard. He mede very good money there, mnd after the baby
wes born he sent for me and we were married. After the first summer, he
got a Job in Newark running an slevator and I started doing work by the day
and cooking special dinners and preparing special dishes for parties. I
had learned to prevars thess dishss st school, and from my mothear who has

been & good cook all her life.
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"My busband worked am elevator operator for about a year:
then the people put self-sarvice alavetors in the building. With my hushend
gut of work and with ma not melking enough to support five of ue and with
a fourth child on the way, wa applisd for relisf. We were given relisf, and
my first child ceme about the same time as our first check,

*] gpuase we wers mome of the first people on relisf under
Frasident Hoosavalt bacause my husband worked under all the systems of work
reliaf.

¥Ha was working when you had to do a certaim amount of work
to gat any relief, he war workinge when vou got paid svery night, he worked
whan you got relief for your food and clothing, and hed to work on the side
for avery thing #lsa. He &a atil]l working on WPA.

"During this time I have had four more children which makes
sight altogsthar; Two of tham are Teine., In August I will have snother
gddition to my family. I hope it's a bhoy, because my only som gays he needs
gomeone to play wikth.

"At present my mother livee with me, 5he im a great help
because ehe csn do my cocking and teke care of tha smallar children whilas I
am out working. s
"My huibend ia very faithful sbout spending his WPA check
for the children and the rent. The relisaf atill gives us food. We deny
ourgalves all of the lururieses mod meny of the necessitiea. We try to esend
the childrean to szhool looking nice. We hope they will repey us someday

for our peerificea.”
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Cut of this tenement, and dewn the darkening streat. Peat
the rollesr skating rink snd sounde of mueic and leumghing kide, They snatch
thalr fun in greedy mouthfuls but thera's nnt much thay cen get withomt
paying for it....Past the bar rooms and suunde of nickleodeons and Arunksn
volcas,...paet the dimly lighted rooms and tired, wormout peopls sltting on
front stepl.....

Tha=a are tha sounde and colore that hind the Third Ward to-
gather liks s gendily wrepped birthday present, like a Jack-in-the-box that
surprises you Efﬂﬂitmﬂ you 1lift the 1id even though you know he's thare all
the time. There is a nation underneath that 1id and it takes more than
lifting the cover to undaratand what makes thie littls world of the Third
Vard g0 around.

Suparficially gaudy, tewdry, humorous or pathatis, thera is
mwore to this Third ¥ard which ils representsd in every clty in thie country,
ard more to its psople,than we could guass from the typss we have been made
familiar with through caricature in litareturs, ths theatra and radin,

Bagids ths normal slum problems of housing, health, adneation
and resreation, thare iz segragation with sll of ite implications, to be
coppidered in understending the urbanized Negro. By these conditions are
developad complex attitudes toward the outsids world, eand conflicts within
the group itmelf. At the cors of these probleme is ths beginning of a wall-
dafined, if embryonic. culturs and a national wmity that haas arisen from the
history of the Negro panple.

It is the obligetion of thoes who have had the opportunity
to obeerve these dynamiema in oparstiom, to clarify and present them to others,

This is what we hevae triad to do, so that all parsona, Nagro and White alike,

may batier ses what lies behind what the Negro thinka, what the Wegro saye and
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what the Negro dosa. Thism we heve tried to do in the hope that facta
will croes the guparficlel barrier of physical differance to make way

for a willingness to understend others.



