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Say Articles Commended to To I he Bdilor : , -ivcr, One Secs No \Vorlh in The News' Series on "The Negro in 
, Sir-I am 'Yriting in rcf crnce t() 
/;l~e News' sc_ric·s of article s entit led, 

11.ie Ne;,:ro lll Y.;sscx." I found th 
.1rticle s to be factual as well ·· e ilion 

· the 
Essex\' lo Four Who Do f t' as rn-

orma , ive. I would like to commend ; 
J 

rma- Critic Criticized 
,that To Ilic Editor: 

no Sir-I haYc just completed reading 
the kiter by Shirley L. Heller of 

)lear :'lladison that appeared in The News 
.\pril 28. As an American, who · 

l !'f'rtl , deeply believe~ in the concepts u,pon : 
t-- • , ;d1ich our country was founded, I 

~ L ,; am disgusted and ashamed to see : 
wit - · such profound ignorance displayed 
, bv a fellow American. 
:c~\l 

O 

l\lrs. Heller states that the New­
'e ~ ark News is trying to make a not-so­
iaij% ~crious problem a real one. She does ; 

'fl';. not appear to realize that the United 
I u1 States is being Judged and found ' 
,Pl wanting throughout Asia and Africa , 
l, :;;: bccau~e of its attitude toward minor- : 

it:y racial groups, such as the Ne- -· 
groes, lllexicans and Indians. 

The assaults on Nat (King) Cole, 
Authcrine Lucy and the murder of . 
Emmett Till are front-page news 

I items in new sp apers all over South-
, ea st Asia . l\Iuch of work of the U.S. 
, lnforn1ation Service has peen viti- , 
, atecl by a very real racial pr.oblem. 

l\lrs. Heiler asks, "Do you really · 
, believe .all men are created equal?" 
i In a democracy this tenn applies to 
, equality before the law and equality 
of opportunity. Ho11·ever, it is un­
di~puted among competent psychoio-

1 gists and anthropolo gists that the · 

I, intelli gence levels of the major races : 
of the world are comparable. , 

Finally. lllrs. Heller uses the ! 
smear technique by stating ·that The ; 
Newark News might possibly be ad- ·1 

vocating communism. We have come 
a long way from the beliefs of J effer- . 
son, Jackson and Lincoln when an 
American insinuates that a great 
newspaper is following the Cominu- ·. 
nist line because it believes in equal- . 

! ity of opportunity and political I 

equality. 
I IllVING SCHWARTZBACH. 

E iwl.ieth. 

you and I certainly hope and pra I 
for more arliclr s of thi s nature. Y 

r'. - N cw ark. - ~~2-_ ~-HARRIS. 

Not Helpful, She· Says Stimulating / 
. To the Editor: · · To ~he Eclilo1·: 

Sir-Now that the sei·ies on "The f Sil'-! have ju st fini , he:d r<:~·F ,, , ?r the second lime, the fourth .. ;;'. 
i Nci;ro in Essex" has been complete-ct, ttcle ot The News• ser ies on "The ' 
ti wisl1 to ask you, just 1Vha.t bas been · / Negro rn Ess ex. " Your report shows • 
accomplis ·hed? · Your readers were many hot~rs. devoted to careful study 
certainly aware that a , problem ex- of. the existing conditions. I am . not . 

' isled. · . '. g_orng t? attempt to supply any adcli-
Let's face it, there are refined and tion~l 11.1formation, but this type of J 

· uncouth in every race, and there are .r,ubl!cation will, in no small dearec ' 
! good and bad in every race. Being say to the Negro: "Wake up! 

0 

Get' · 
a resident of ·an interracial neighbor- ;~·cpardd• 1• WC ar? beginning to· be ; 

. hood ( Clinton Hill) I can honestly ' cep e 111 Amen ca. Let's make a ' 
say that there are Negroes and bette~ place in which to live." · ' 

f Whites whom you eilher like or dis- · '.!_'his type of thinking, which is a , 
; like as neighbors. This also holds ~·efrnem~nt of the m ind, is, in itself, ; 
true in the neighborhoo ·ds - that arc ,rn erad!cator for delinquency. ' To 

, not inte1Tacial. · I the wlute, it stimulates the .-em-
Many of the newspapermen, poli- .ployer who hns been reluctant · to 

ticians and ,do-gooders who cry the fg1P10Y Negroes. And it encourages . 
loudest about discrimination against Ne employer who has practiced 
the Ne"ro will themselves I think egro employ111ent. 

'· 
0 

' ' ' Mea~w~ile, I wish to express · ~Y · 
'. . . . - .- - a~prec1at1?n of the thoroughness 

I 
~iserimma_t~ against a nationality or I wit? whi~h . the committee has · 
eve~ a religion other than their own. tackled th~s b.1_g job. I am keeping 
Artrcl _es s'!ch as yours will not help each ~ublicat,on for treasured, in-
the s1tuat10n. .- f?rmatronal, eclucational and inspira- ' 

Newark. HELEN BRADLEY. ' t1onal referen ce. And I have no ! 
. , . " . doubt that because of the whole-

I " ,, 

. hearted Americanism on your part ! 
f ~~~:~. worthwhile ~ffect~ will . b~ i 

1

1 
. (Ml:,S.) MOLLIE DAWKINS, ·1 
Assi stant Artministratoi· of Ten- · 

ants Rel ation Department, 
Newark Housing Authority. 1 

L · Newark. · · 

I 
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Answers lrrtcgration Critic !ion. i.' cvci· at cmptPd. Wha.l. non. 
1·0 //1,· l.'d i ror : ,~cn~c Even if humans all liad palo 

NrW /f:.H.''r,, Ri:F/:.RE.,\CL 

Nl ::.W Af<K ULJ,~ril< Y 
~ir- :\(·c0rct i11g In th,• "Ll'llcrs" I faces ancl certain definite predetcr-

,crti()n of Th e ~,·,, ·s Saturday, a mined shapes or whatchamacallits to T~e '~e(OJr@' iil" . ·ssex ' I~ 
\\'(111\,111 rca ct('r obj (·cts to your serie s, suit Mrs. Heller, how ,~ould thal _ 
"The NC'gro in E:i:iC'X County.'' and make them all dcscrvrng equal 
also lo ink .'.:r ;1tion . C\' Cn here in the rir:hts? How docs lack of such a 
North. The d,•grcc \\'ith \\'hich J\'lrs. ridiculous sameness warrant preju-
Hcll cr cloak s prC'jnll icc brhind fancy dice? . 
\\'ords docs not neces sarily improve Can't a child have the right. to 
her sense of logic. "row up without prejudice and ha-

•, t 

No Bed of Ro··es 
. D, ' . 

'.His Position liere Is Reh er-hut To list the inju stice. discrimina- tred to make his life miserable, w~rp 
1 lion and \·h,tencr that is p1etcd out I his p·ersonality and interfere w1Lh 
I to N(•grocs to me ,,·oulct be a \\'aste I his career? It is easier, I suppos .c, 

Clf spar c : nobody can deny that. it to take !lfrs. Heller's viewpoint, ii:~ With · the spotlight of national att ention focu.rnrl on 
1 exist~: cn o11gh literature, pamphlets stead of trying to defend unforl \V, · the problems of .segregation in th e South, The Neu;;1rk 
. :rnd ju ~l about eYcry olher mcclium nates from om· o,thcnvise well-mead- : 

h:is shown 11s that. r. for one, would . in" "friends" and co-workers. , News assigned two staff report ers to look into the situation 
rathl ~r qur~tion :\!rs. Hellcr 's reasons \Veil, keep up the go~d work, at home. The series, o/ which this article i$ the first, is 
why such hatred should be allowed News, with your Negm in Essex the result of a six-weelc study of the stntus of the Negro in 
to ronlinue . I series. Yes, I'm white, but some- . d b I 

The "comparison chart_" suggeslcd times ashamed to say so. ·Essex County by these reporters, assiste y many ot ier , 

actually is a group of snide '.emarks Kearny. HELEN MeKENNA. members of The News staff. · 
about charity , car owner ship, eco- ·, i 
nomic slatus and IQs. If the Negro's \ By LUTHER P. JACKSON and GEORGE KE:'\TERA 

IQ does happen to be lower, it is Equality of citizenship and opportunity has not yet 
, becau se of centuri es of cultural im-
poreri shmcn1s. inf orccd by 11;hitcs. come to the Negro in Essex County. 
Economic stalus the same; that's no !· Despite state laws which forbid racial discrimina- ,! 
sccrrt. So far as charity goes, since /. : 1. tion,. he. finds his path to- · · 
when is decency or goodness meas-
ured by the amount ginn to charity? · ward social and economic 
That just happens to be one of our / bette :rment ~till bes~t wit.h 

: freedoms. Charity donations are vol-· 1 obstacles raised agamst his , 
untary, meaning you give what you ' I 
plea se. i; color. . .. 

The word "equality" is completely ! · The obstacles arc neither so 
misunderstood by :llrs. Heller. It ~. numerous nor so towering as / 
does not mean lhat humans arc born !·.,they were a decade ago. They :/ 
with equal mentali1y , looks, etc., but h j 
are born with equal right s and privi- ;: arc nevert eless present to a 
Jeges. The variation within the hu- I <legree that should give pause • . 
man species-size, color, shape, has f These are facts, borne out by l 
nothing to do 1dth human rights. '. findings of a survey conducted · 

I 
How can any sensible person assume 1 •. in Essex County by The New- :

1 that there is such a connection? r 
If people wonder why all the at- I ark News. Prompted by cur- '. 

1 tcntion to the words "Segregation" r rent tension in the South over · 
J and "N e?roe s" . thi~ year, pe_r~ap~ it I · integration of public schools, . 
, is a turmn g po111t ill our c1v11lzat10n, [ and by such incidents as the ,: 
' a point when humans arc really i' Negro boycott of buses in Mont- ; 

"growing up" and learning to love r gomery, Ala., the survey asked, · I 
each other. The opposite to this "How does this area score in 
was ?.Irs. Heller 's letter, a hodge- · ·affording equal rights for Ne-
pod ge of misplaced terminology, .: groes?" 
;iurc bigotry and obviously distorted · 
~ense of value s. She wants to make a 
"basic equality" exist by "equalizing 
ingredients." 

No equalization of physical charac­
teristics, nor standardization of IQs 
or living conditions is possible in hu-

, ~ans and W'"1ld only lead to dest:'1~ _ 

iGood ... hut · 
j. The answer: "Good ..• but . 

not nearly good enough." : 
Findin gs of the survey para!- j 

leled these words by Herbert H. · 
Tate, Newark attorney, former , 
Board of Education member 

. and former cultural attache at 
the U.S. Emba ssy in Pakistan: I 

f "Condi~ions are considerably . 
/ for the better compared to what 
I they were seven years ago. But • 

I they arc nowhere near what t.he 
Negro leader of the community 1 

I wishes to achieve. , 
· It should be emphasized that 1 
· the situation in Essex County 
. is not being comp~re? ~o !hat · 

. in such areas as M1ss1ss1pp1 or , 
' South Carolina. Increased eco· 

· 111;. ~u~ 
/ 'I ,{p 
~ 



-,; ,,i11i,::-;:•pp1•rl11nity ;mct r.rr:11.cr 1 

r r r~,111:11 frc cd,1m hn c rirc rrr­
t 1ficd bv \ho l'onlin11c•rl mi gr;i­
ti on of Nr):rors from the S0t1lh. 
()110 rxrim ple is the stc:idy rise 
in rrcrnt yc.irs of Ne r;ro rippli­
c:u,t s from southern st:ilcs for 
t carhing jobs in the Ncll"ark 
and Orange school sysl.rms. 

The Nl·p· o in Essex County 
is ncvcrthrlr ss , oflcn severely 

· li;11itcd in hi s sori:11 an<l econo­
mic mobility. The barriers he 
fares were 

0

idcnt ificd over and 
o\'C'r a~aln hy the scores of 
white ~nd N·r!!rO comm unity 

. lr:idcrs - ministrrs. tc;ichcrs, 
administrato1· s , emplo yer s. so• 
rial workrrs, politicians and pri­
ntc citizcns-,, ·ho wrre inter­
viewed durin; the sun·cy. 

An Indication 
A desire by the majority of 

them to remain anonymous was 
in itself an indication that prob­
lems exist. Some employers ex­
pressed fear of economic re­
prisals against their products 
if their views became public. 

. Some teachers feared repercus• 
sions from their superiors. 

In a couple of instances, Ne- 1 

groes expressed opposition to , 
the sun •ey. 

"If you can 't paint a rosy pic­
ture, it will give aid and com: 
fort to the Crackers down 
South, " said one of them. 

The sunrey paints neither a 
ro sy picture nor a discouraging 
one. Its findings show gains 
recorded by and for the Negro 
as well as instances for concern. 

Discrimination in public hous­
in g. for inst.anre. has been out­
}a\YCd. Yet in the vaslly lar gc1·, 
problrm of pr intr housin)! , the 
NC'r.ro is ~till br ;:(']y r,•slrict.t'd 
to "gl11•t In" .1r,•as h.v \\'i.J,•sprcau 
d i~rrim i 11:1 tnry pr~r l ic,' s. 

Outri ~:hl sPt r,•;;:1ti1111 in th o 
public schools was aboli shed 
long ago. Rut there is not a 

, Ne gro school principal or vice 
principal with in the coun ty, 
and Negro teachers in hi gh 
schools number only about 15. 

Police Prohlem 
In the la st few years increas­

ing numbers of Ne gro es h ave 
b een appo inted lo local police 
forces. N cgro citizens, how­
e ve r, contend a lmo st unani- I 
m ously th at whit.e policemen I 
tre at th em with undue har sh­
ne ss ancl contem pt. The Ne gro · 
is convinc ed lhnl he is a syste­
matic vic tim of " police brutal­
ily" in :Newark a:id it s suburbs 
anrl, indeed, throu ghout the 
co un try. 

Restaurant s , th eate rs. hotels 
and mo st motel s, some of which 
turned away or se gre ga ted Ne­
gro p at rons as r ecently as the 
pre -World War II period now 
comply with the l!l49 s'tatute 
which forbids rliscrim iantion in 
places of p11blic accommodation. 
But some of them do so with 
reluctance. .J 

The ·Community Chest: Day 
Nursery o! the Oran grs nnd Ma­
pl ewood is ju.~lly proncl of its 
integrated program, effect.eel 
voluntarily two yea rs ago by , 
the merger of one while nurs­
ery and two whi ch were nlmost 
ex.elusively for Ne gro children. 
Yet many whit.cs express revul­
sion at the thou ght of social 
contact between the races at 
the adole sce nt level. 

Public swimming pools arc 
open t.o all. But the cnse of 
the Enst Ornn gc Hi gh School 
pool, closed since 1!)34, is no­
torious among Negroes. They 
contend-and lhcrn is some cv· 
idence to support them-that 
it was shut down and boarded 
over to keep Negro and white 
students from using it together. 

The rise in numbers of pri­
vate pools and swimming clubs 
is also considered by most Ne· 
groes and inter-rac'ial. leaders 

·- to stem from the · reluctance of 
many whites to get into the 
swim with Negroes. 

Contrasts 
Of such contrasts is the pic­

ture in Essex County composed. 
Succeeding articles in this se­
ries will take up in detail the 

J Negro's status in regard to 
, }lousing , the public schools, ~, 

employment, public accommo­
dations and politics. 

The News' survey concen­
trated ·on four municipalities • 
which contain th e great bulk ' 

:·of the county's Negro popula­
tion of 105,383 as shown by 
the 1950 census. They are l 
Newark with 74,965 Negroes. 
Montclair with 9,065, East Or­
m11:e with 9,06~ :ui'd Orange 
wilh (i.'iti;,, 

~lauy N•·i:nll'H, l11l'id,•11l.:dl.1•, 
11n, ~11r,1o Iha!. th,i NMvnl'k !'lg · 
urc is extreme ly low. '.l'hry 
say that rooming houses 
crowded with two dozen or 
more Negro residents were 
commonly portrayed to the cen· 
sus takers as having tut two 
or three occupants because the 
proprietors were wary of . offi­
cial questioning. 

Interestingly enough, the 
elderly and well-established 
town ·of Irvington h.1d only 90 
Negro residents among a . cen­
sus population of 59,201. The 
number of Negroes there has 
scarcely varied during tl:)e last 
10 years . 

Sociologists have a ready rea­
son for this seeming paradox. 
Irvington, they observe, has al· 
ways been a middle-class com­
munity whose citizens were not 
financially ab le to afford do­
me stic servants . They note that 
Negroes gained entry to Mont­
clair an d East Orange when 
dome stic workers in those com­
munities sought-and found­
housing near to their jobs. 

The Law 
Although civil rights laws in 

. New Jersey date back to 1881, 
j .., 
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ZA o.,, ~~ .,.~ ;r. -.:z 
' Newark 74,965 17.2 1,927 15,881 30* 140~ 41 4 11 

Uellcv ille 777 2.5 70 128 0 2 0 0 0 
Jlloomficld 866 1.8 105 99 3 0 7 1 1 
East Orange 9,062 11.5 835 1,252 1 13 20 0 3 
i\tontclair 9,065 20.7 743 1,397 2 4 15 1, 0 

, Nutley 444 1.7 31 70 0 0 0 0 0 
I Orange 6,765 17.9 373 1,332 0 7 8 0 2 
I South. Orange 682 4.6 34 57 0 0 3 0 0 

.Verona 278 2.6 17 14 0 0 1 0 0 
·.west Orange 
All other mu· 

143 0.6 3 7 0 0 0 0 0 

; nicipalitics 2,336 44 63 2 0 0 0 0 

'TOTALS 105,383 4,182 .,20,300 38 16G 95 6 17 
•Estimated . , ___________________________ ., 

f.·real enforcement of them did 
;.:not begin until 1945. That was 
.the year new anti-discrimination 

·aegislation was · passed and the 
·New Jersey Division Against 
'Discrimination was created. The 

.. DAD, a part of the State De-
partment of Education, is the 
enforcement agency of laws · 
which prohibit discrimination 
in public housing, employment, 
public accommodations, public 

I schools and the State National 
,Guard. · 
. The laws are among the na­
. tion's most enli ghtened. Yet 
:: even in the very pro cesses of 
i l{ov,•runwnt-. NP1-!ro1•s some! imes 
' g,•(. liifl't•l't'II( . 11'1•:1(1\ll'llt f hnll 
/ whit.-,,. 

(11111 lll11,1tn1111111 IK tliu J 11v,1, 

· nil c divi,don or Lho 1:i:~1ox 
· County l'rob:ilion Dcp;u·Lment. 
White probation officers, wiU1i11 l 

1 
th~i~ as~ig_ned distJ:icts, work ..; 

with juvenile probation ers of 
both races. Negro probation 
officers, on the other hand, 
deal only with probationers of ! 

their own race r· 
N~groes think o~ things like 

that when they observe, some­
times in tones of irony, that 
the things the Southern segre ­
gationist fears most have not 
come to pass in the North . . 
Negroes · and whites rarely live 
in the same neighborhoods be­
cause of anti-Negro housing re- ' 
strictions. · No real viol ence 
erupted over school inte gration. 

As for the seg re ;;ationi s t"s 
g rl'atc st: b11}::1l1no, inll'J'Jll.11'· 
1' i11H1\ Np11·:1rl, 1 'ih· llnll Vl'II•,·· 
11h.~ r.,1,1' I hr, l' li .1• h;,. 11111 l.o 111•,l 
111111' " lh ,111 1110 11,·.: 11w• r .. ,. 
111ixcd 11i:trrl 11/{u~ in th o ! .. at 
quarter-eentury. 
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1~~ No crosses burn on Essex lawns as a reminder to 
+t

1
; ~ Nrgrocs to ~tay in their place. There are no bombings 

~ , or demo11slratio11s. But the segregated pattern in pri­
- vale hottsing is rigdly maintained in .most Esscx _C.gu~!..tl. 

co11111111nitics. Jive in Newark, ll'iontclair, East 
Negroes arc mindful l)f Ora_n~e and Orange. 

, . . . Livingston, the fastest grow-
mer rased rducat10nal . ~nd i11g of the county's 22 commu­
employmcnt opporlmutles, nities, is the best Essex ex­
but thr y find lhi?ir money and ample of a trend towal'.d- all-

i education don't count for n~ttch white towns which has been ob-
1 11 hen they try to buy a house, served in all parts of the 
! or rcn_t an apartment: · country. 
· Th_eir f eelm,g that mte6rat_ed It is th is trend which sup-

~ousmg 1s basic lo full e9u_allly ports the conviction of Negroes 
1s sh:ire:1 by John P. l\IIIJ1gan, . that the least progress in race 

( ) 
relations has been made in the 

I Second in a Series housing field. Indeed, some 
, fear that the outlook for intri-

director of the State Division ! grated housing is worse nO\V 
Against Discrimination . ' than it was 20 years ago. 

. H ~ says: "If we solve the Tendency to Stratify 
hou, mg problem, then we've ' The exclusion of Ne"roes is 
soh·ed the other problems . · . . 0 

• 

"' hen you get people Jiving to: a pa'. t_ of a larger . tendency to 
;;ether as neighbors, the other stratify _ housing and its ·occll· 
problems disappear." pants. Public and private hous~ · 

1'Li'1ill"' In~ ers speak in terms of low-iri-o . 
i The Newark News survey come, mi~dle-ineome and veter• · 

shows there are no Negroes liv- ans housing. Added most re-
l ing ~ril h whites as neighbors . cently to this list is "housing 
J? Lmn gston, Cedar Grove or ' for the aged" or as one federal 
N orlh Caldwell because there . .' . . · 

1 arP. no Negroes in those com- housing offlc1al would have 1t, 
mun ilies. "housing for our senior citi-

' All Negroes in Essex Fells or I zens." · 
Roseland are employed as do- Negroes are wary of such·. 
me t ics. Negroes "livinr< in" at I stratifications, particularly the · 

1 th e homrs of their en;ploycrs one which is designed for them 
\ ,,J , r, :11·r:n11n: fnr mu · It of the :-"minority group housing.' '._ 

~mall c:;ro populations in Glen One Negro noted that each year 
Ridge, South Orange, West Or- the National Assn. · of Home 
an?_c and_ ;"llillhurn. Builders pled6es to allocate 10 · 

1 he p,1ccs of homes in some per cent of its construction to· 1 

communities place them beyond minority groups and · each yea'r 
th e rc:ich of all but a few the NAHB falls short of its I 
Nc; rocs. Yet the middle class quota. · 
town of, Irvington, wit h a l!J50 F_ew builders even consider l 
popu,la~,.on of 59,201, had only sell1111, houses to Negroe s ip ,_ 
9~ .~c .,,10cs, or _0.152 per cent. otherwis e all-while develop- J 

, N~,;1 o pop.ulat1ons m other mcnl.s. The only new inlcr -
micdl e class communiti es rncial developments found in 

1 
r ~nged fr ~m 1.7 per cent in r The News survey were a 52~ 
Nutley. Lo 2.6 in Verona. It is uni t gard c11 proj cc:t iu Monl-

, no accident that nine out of 10 clair, owned by a Ncgrn 
of the county's 105,393 Negroes corporation, and a four-unit de~ 

vclopmcnt in South Orange. · 
I. Samuel Sodowick of New­

ark , who is a member o[ the 
NAHB Committee fo1· Minority 
Housing, says builde rs run into 
opposition from town offici,lls 

· in land purcha se for Negro 
housing. Ho clcscribcs land 
and morl ga;,:c financing lll'OU· ·, 

. . lems as "murderous.'' 

---- -- --- - ----- - ~ 
(\' I I J-' I' 11: .' ·. I' /' ' / I :i< 1 . ; o1, I:, 

• l 

~uying Old Hou ses 
Soclowick feel~ there is a Yet Negroes arc buyin; llld 

tremc11dous nwrkcl fnt· Ne;;ro homes in all-whil e ncighb()r. 
housing up lo the $12,000 pri~c hoods in scatte red section, of 
level. This opi11ion is largely East Orange, Orange and :--:cw. 
based on Sodowick's experi- a rk. Ne6rocs arc also sprcad-
cncc in constructing a 100-unit in;: out from ;\lontclair 's fo ,i rlh 
developmen t in Union County. W:ll' d. 

" l have never seen people This mrJVcrnent has br.cn 
so h;1ppy lo receive the dcccls peaceful, l~ut some real est.ate 
Lo their homes," he says. brokers r eport instance, in 

The dearth of new con:;lruc- which whil es have un~ucccss-
tion for i..,cgrncs in r~ssex f)illy sought lo buy out the 
County is partly shown by the first Negro to enter the neigh-
1 borhood. None of the r eal 
ocalion of developments which estate r!1cn, however, could re-

have received m'urtgage guar- call . a sm~le recent instance of 
anlic s from lhc Veterans Ad- pamc selling in the wake o[ a 
min istration. . VA guaranti es Negro "in vasion." The whites 
h have stayed long enough to 

ave been obtained for about get. al least market value for 
60 per cent of the total d'well- their houses. One real est a le 
ing units constructed in New broker estima tes that ,~·hite 
Jer sey since World War II. sollers are getting 10 lo 20 per , 

~he _Y~ keeps no records · cent more from N , 
~htch rn_d1catc wli'ether dwell- they would from w~?[0

~5 th~~ 
rngs are rnt<::nded for white or · 1 Negroes often buy

1 
e13uyci s. 

N cgro occupancy. But the blin homes wh · ? ' ram-
agency's record s do show that ' foungd ic_h whites have , 
almos11 half of its 5,291 .:nort- I tain as u~~:~Fa~~;~al 1?d mam- . 

#. · / ~ .. . , ·1 Th' . . . . res1 ences. 

VA H . I is IS particularly true in 
ousing par ts of N·l!wark 's Clinton Hill . 

I 
sect10n, which are still zoned 

This table shows 15 Essex for one-family residence . 
County municipalities ·with the iAccezllance 
number of housing develOJ>· 
menls (of five homes or more 

I 
But initi al resistance to Ne-

each) built under Veterans Ad· grocs in Clinton Hill has grad -
ministration mortgage guaran- u,ally ~urned into accep:ance. 
ties since World War II. Also 1 '.I he C!m.ton ~ill Neighborhood 

. shown is the number of hous- ;Co~ncil is quietly working for 
ing units included in the de• racial harmony. 
vclo1nuents. One Nc?r~ broker says the 

Developments Units mo~t gratifying phase of his 
Belleville 9 289 bu~mess is the number of 

1 Bloomfield 17 1 • 757 w~i_tes who refuse lo be budged 
'. Cedar Grove 22 905 'I , 

Glen Ridge 1 10 by the old saw !11:it Nc"rocs 
Livingston 25 1,US depreci ate proper ty value~ an 
Maplewood 1 20 opinion which has bcc~me ' 
Montclair 1 24 fixed in the minds of most : 
Newark 2 31 sellers o_i h_omes, It is even in- f 
North Caldwell 1 31 eluded Ill the Code of E thic ' 
NuUey 5 76 of the National Assn. of Real ' 
Roseland 1 20 Est ate Boards: I 
Short Hills 1 5 . "A realtor should never be 

. Verona 12 421' Instrumental in inlroduc in" into · 
West Cal<lwell 10 366 a neighborhood a eharact~r of 
West Orange 24 915 pro.rerty or occupancy 01· use 1 __ wluch will clear ly be dctc ri-

Totals 132 5,291 mental to ,prop erty values in J ------------ i that neigh~orhp_gd." ••. 

gage guaranties for multi-dwell­
ing <levelopmcnl.s have gone to 
Livingston and Cccl:1r Grove, 
where there arc no NP J!l'OC~. 

Liviniist.on l<•:Hts :di J•:ssf'x 
COI\JlllUllitics with } ,'IHI VA 
guaranties for 25 developme nts 
and Cedar Grove is third ( be· 
hind Wcsl Orange) with 905. 
guaranties for 22 developments . 
By contrast, only 55 dwellings 
have been constrncted with VA 
guaranti es for multi -clwclling 

, projects in Newark and l\Iont-. 
clair. .No such VA guaranties " 
were n·porl cd in E,1st 01·angc 

• or 01:angc. 
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"Ortrimrntal'' -1-- f housing in any olhcl' commu ' 
Ildore the kplily or rr~lrie- nity." mrnls was made by Negroes 

tiYr rc ~irknti.11 co\·enant. \\'as The Trnl.h living in the South End section :. 
~triken ln.• the linitcd .Slalc~ , · l t t Over " 10-year period the 

The trnlh of then· s a emcn' amount spent fo1· improvements 
Snprrnw Court. lh:it l'lhic in- f,w r~sscx County al least; is in Uppel' Montclair exceeds the 
rludcd !ht' phrase " ... mc-m· borne out b~ The Newark News 4th Ward total by $275,000 but 
bers of any rare ,Jr 11:ition;ility survey. Equally true is theiL' the heaviest migl'alion of Ne· 

,, hosc.._pn'~l'lll'C will be cll'arly · 1 grocs into the South End sec-
drlrim cntal." One mort gage sworn asse r tion lhal "lll t IC lion has been within the last 
lender inlen-iewcd in The Ne1rs brt.lc1· da ss residential areas five years. 
surycy, conunrnting on excln· occupied by ·whites it is dif\i· 

· sion practices. Jumped Negroes rull . for Negroes to obta111 New CouslrucLion 
with funeral parlors and gaso· housing." : Upper Montclair far outdis-
line ~lat ions as "ad1·ersc influ- Those who would exclude : lances the 4th Ward in new , 
encrs" in neighborhoods. Nr"roes from better neighbor- · construction with a reported 

The practice is spelled out hoods ii~ Essex County and be· expenditure of $6,23!l,922 ovel' 
hy 1\ldlicha<'l's Appraising yond might lake a lo~k at. the the 10-year period. Yet with a 
i'\I:rnual, a "bible'' of real estate South End o[ r.I?nt.clair. Ab?ut . new construction total of only 
appraisers. The manual rates half of the a_rca Is 1.n the _Tlmd · $182,000 in the entire 4th 
racial and national group s ac- Ward and. I.he remamder m the· Ward, property values in the 

· cording to thl' ir desirability, Fourth Vv arc!. . ward's south End section have 
wilh Ne groes listed just above The 1?11lk o_f the yop~Jation. of not only held up but have in- , 
)lexicans as low men on the the Third " ' ard !s still white, creased in a number of in­
totem pole. but Negroes ·constitute about 7? .stances. As one Town Hall ob-

The exclusion policy - was per cent of Fourth War~ res1· ' server ·put it: 
aided by the · Fede ral Housing <lcnts. The I F?urth. extends "When it comes to Negroes 
Admini st ration. whose manuals along tl~e Glr Ridge !me across and property values, people say 
once advised again st introduc- Bloomfiel~ •. ,ve. t~ Wal~ut St. this and . people say that, but 
ing Negroes in ,1·hit e nei ghbor- The w~rd s immediat<: area on the deeds . that come through 
hoods. FHA offici als now say both sides 0,f Bloomfiel~ Ave. here don't show any drop in 
the~· cncom age "ope n occu- is on<: of tne worst bhghted value." 
pancy·• hou sin g- but .har e no areas in . su? 11:ban Essex. . Montclair recognized ·an in­
conlrol 01·er holl' pr;\· <1.te bu ild· . Town buildmg rec_ords, how· crease in South End values in 
ers make use or FH.-\ 11ortgagc ever, show that residents and 1950 when it rezoned sections 
gua ranties. businesse~ in the 4th Ward of the neighborhood from sec-

Some Ne gro real estate conservahvely spent $5~0:000 ond residential to first . residen- . 
brokers-and there are non e from 1951 t? 1955 for ~.dditions ' tial. Town Planner Robert Ed· I 
\':ho are members of the and alteratwns to then· prop- . wards recalls that the areas had ; 
county·s real esta te boards-also erties. This exceeds by $70,900 been previously zoned down in j 
help perpetuate the policy by the total am1~unt spent for 1111· antic~pation of large-scale apart- ·: 
adl'i sing 1rhites th at they provements in the 1st WarJ ·1· ment · house construction which ; 
~hould sell bec ause Negroes arc l Upper Montclair), long · re· never materialized. But he also : 
buying into the neighborhood. garded as one of th~ wealthiest ·, credits South End property 

re sidential s~ctions m the coun· owners with seeking to protect , 
1 Small \Voncler tr y. There is no doubt among · themselves from conversions 

Small \Yonder, then, that as a factor in the planning 
· th ere are "For Sale" sign5 up r-- , . board's decision to rezone much , 
in the neighborhoods th.at are 1 .i.11LJJ,~ove11ient of the neighborhood. . 
"turning" from while to col· Then, as now, the motivating · 
ored. l\loncy spent for building . im- factor behind South End peti· ; 

A striking refutation of the provement in two Montclair tioners is pride in home owner- · 
belief that Ne groes always de- wards: ship even though many of the 
preciate property values is the Y~ar ht Ward 4th Ward houses are obsolete by modern 
South End of Montclair-a l!l46 s 120,829 $ 38,935 standards. They are the best 
quiet, tree-lined res idential 1;)47 · 72,396 · 47,260 that Essex County Negroes can : 

neighborhood whose re sidents l!J48 118,497 ,49,950 obtain. · : 
ai'e engaged in a pitched battle 1949 . 178,925 65,872 An effort to make more hous- · 
with the United States Army. 1950 117,821 60,3!16 ing available to Negroes was . 

The neighborhood is a trian- made last year by former Essex . 
glllar section which straddles Totals S -608,468 $262,413 Assemblyman Edward T. Bow- . 
the lower end of Orange Rd. ser of East Orange. Bowser in-
The cau se of the six-month dis- troduced a bill which .would pro-
pule is less than four acre 3 of 1 1951 S , 89,086 S236,155 hibit discrimination in "pub· 
Oran ge Rd. land · which the 1952 ' 12,228 24,575 Jicly assisted housing accom· 
Army prop oses to condemn as 1953 · HG,OG7 116,841 

1

, modations ," including all hous-
the si le for a reserve trainin g 1954 110,621 113,620 ing with VA and FHA mort· 
cent er. 1955 114.0,238 78,186 gage insurance. ' 

Embattled re ident s of the · Died Quietly 
ncighlJorhoocl ha\'e filed a for- Totals S 498,240 , $569,377 I The .·Bowser bill unanimously 
ma! in te rvention in the United Grand · 

D. · c tot,0 Js Sl,106,708 $831,7no passed the Assembly, but . State s 1st.net ourt. Asking " " 
the government to dives t itself ' quietly died in the Senate judi· 
of any intere st in the Oran·•c real estate rr.en that the lion's ciary committee. A similar bill 
Rd. site, re sident s said: " share of 4th Ward improvP.· · was introduced this year by 

"The selecti on of the site pro- - -· ----L.. · - · - - · Essex _.~ssemblymen Donald J. 
po.,ed lo be condemned is ar-
hitrary and caprici ous and will 
cause hard ship and suff~ring 
to lhe defendant intcrvcnors ... 
ina smuch as they arc Ncgroe .~ 

and cannot obtain . comparable - ·- ·-- ·- - --

Fitzmaurice and J. Vance Mc·., 
Iver . The bill has not been re­
ported out of the Assembly · 
judiciary committee. 

The National Assn. for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People is aware o( the impor­
tance of integrated housing to , 
its entire freedom drive, rcaliz. 
ing that schools will remain 
segregated so long as racial 
housing patterns prevail. The 
NAACP has begun legal action 
in Philadelphia and San 1''ran­
cisco against discrimination in 
publicity assisted hou sing. 

With only half of its battle . 
against school segre 'gation won, 
a call for free housing accom­
modations was sounded at the l 
NAACP convention in Atlantic \ 
City last year. Delegates were \ 

·. warnPil · against . complacency 1 

· now that school integr ation is ·. 
under way. 

"As long as residential seg re­
"ation remains," thl}-y were told , · 
~we will have won a victory in . 
theory but will have suffered a , 
pr:c~tical defeat." ; _, _J 
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R'w ~§ §·ex 11? .~n.vs. "l want a good sclw~I . i.il'k system show th at, hv .Junc,

1 

R~stcm: Nc.wark ha.s the hi gh- th e H2 r.chool s I cxclucli;,;; r e· 
r. L p1 ofcss1ona,I sl,111d.irds in c1al scho '>ls, such a~ those for ' 

, the state, ancl Id. say they com- th e handic ,,ppec.l) 1,Ill hav e ·,o: 
1 par e favor:.ibly with any system sluh stitut e tc:1chcrs. Some" 4~ , 

JI~ th_c 11;1trnn. Wh en a Ne gro .Per cent, ()r 1:1/l substitute s, wil l 
c,incl1~atcs meet s the .standards be in 17 schools wi th largci 

: he will gel the appointment- Negro en ro llment s alt ho u"h 

Secs Se(~Tco·atiou in County's Schools . and I'l( be_ Ve? happy abo ~ll it.'' some pr edomin ant ly ll'hrr c t, 
0 

. Nc g1 ocs :11 c nol convin cc rl. s~hool s al so face simil ar silua -' 
, 1 Among them arc Mrs. Grace lion s. The pictur e will he con-

1 

, . , . . , , Fender son, daughter: of .lam es sid erably ca~cd by next fall 
lly LUlllLR P. JACI\SON and GEORGE ICEN'IERA 111. 13axt.~r and a Newark I.cac her with appointment of about 100 

(Third. in " Seri es) ' n.~\~ retired .art.er 42 year s_; Mrs. new teacher s from applican ts . 

1 :· The Negro is far from satisfied with his status in 11.1•11Y .8. Bui ch , iloard of l~diica- who pa ssed December 's exam-
~ ;, t1on member from 1951 to 1!}54, inat ions. 

the public school systems of Essex County. and some current teachers. 
t..Q i\lost. of his complaints, the school administrators They think it "curious" that no Touchy S11hjcct 
C\.l . . N ll l N Negro h:is pas sed I.he promo- I New ark. admini strat ors wcre l 

rns1st. arc not juslified. ever 1e css, cgro charges tional cx:iminalions for pr·111c·1• t d !!O so rca y to discuss another 

C... of ctiscriminat ion in the '· · ·-Hcv. John Dillingham of 13th pal or vice principal since they touchy subject-the number · of 
~ · ficlcl of puh\i~ education Arenuc Baptist CIHJrch under- · were begun in 1946· N.egro teachers assigned to 

I 
;..;..·"' lines, from a different view- "We arc not satisfied," says high schools. Some scl100·'1 
, ; arl' so serious in nature Sam Haynes, editor of "'l1e Ne\" 

1 

point, . this innate relationship ' • heads would not g ive the in-' 

J 
...;.:.'J and of such 1011g standing of the community to the school. ~crsey Afro-American and pres- formation, even of[.th c-rc conl ') 

( h .1 t th r y de~rn ·c scrutiny . "The Supreme Court decision idcnt of the Newark NAACP. unlcs~ authoriz ed to do 50 by j 
(outlawinl! . public school •el!- . · "There arc Negro principals in · super10rs. The autl1or1·z.at ·1on' 

In br gc measure. th e Negro's - "' - Phi'! d I h' I N · - resr:ilion) does11't n1ean too a e P ia am ew York was not «iv n (N 
di~cont ent i$ directed at the much," he says, "as long as the Certainly we feel something i~ say New:r k \~ s 11 ~~r~tfJ; ; ~i 
Nc 11 ark systri11. This is to be segregated ghetto exists." ~vrong here. We are not accept- . teachers re gularly ' assi gned to J 
expect ed. if only on a numerical Housing , then, with an assist mg the board's continuous ex· · the high schools.) 
basis. Ne1rark is home to five from gerrymandering practices I cusc that no i'll'egro teacher · One of the strongest cr itic s of t 

· of vear t I · could pass . Nor do we take the · the Newark schoo ls 1·s lllr s . . 
of e\·cry se1·en Ne 0 roes in Essex J · s pas ' 1~s. give~ some I attitude that we should have a · . "' schools very lugn ratws of . N Burch, the recent Board of Ed- .l 
County and employs more than I Neg ro students . The Cen·tr·al : . egro principal just because he uca t ion member. She is also a ~ 

8 
r is a Negro." f per cent of the county 's I Ward .. is not alon 'e; other ·exam- · . former Camden · each er , for- } 

.Ne gro teachers. . pies include Ashland Avenue No Vice Pl'iuci:,~ls mer member of the boa rd of :j 
By and larg e, Ne groes ·(and I School in East Oran"'e Glen- , Dr. Kennelly says only about . managers .of Clin ton Refor m- : 

son1e \\-hites as well) have field School jn Mont~l~ir arid · . . a dozen Negroes have taken j -, - - ·- --- · _.. · ~ ·• 
&.hree major complaints: Oakwood Avenue School in Or- the promotional examinations \ ( atory, 

· Tlic fact that not since 1909 ange. · . in the last three or four years and _director of the 
has a :i\egro 5erYed as a prin- · To such . schools, · Negroes · an~ 11:ost o~ .those tried for vice , Leaguers, Inc. , a group of al-· 
ci pa l or Yice principal in the complam , Negro teachers are prme1palsh1p. Negroes reply r_most 500 Negro high school and 

1
1' ewa rk schools. often ·sent automatically. All , .-y_ou must be a vice principal of I colle ge students which she 

T ile hi;;ilc r percen tage vf '; seven of Orange's Negro teach- , five ye ~rs' standin _g, or the equi- '' founded to promote their social 
· sub sl!l ute tea che rs in Ne w- ers, for example, are at .Oak- • valent 1ry. a supervisory capacity, . and educat ional welfar e. 
ark 's pred ominantl y Ne gro .. wood Avenue School. to ql!allf_y for the principals' ; Mrs. Burch ass er ts that many 
schoo ls as comp ar ed to In Ea st Oran ge, on the other . examm ati~ns, and they point ' Ne gro stud ent s are "mis guided . 
Fchool s 11·ith pr edominantly hand, _the 14 Negro J eachers : o:it tha~ N_ewark has no Negro or neglected" by hi gh school 
while enrollm ent s. · work m 10 difierent schools. . vice pr111c1pals. counselors and that Loo often 

' Their fcelin ;; th at Negro And in Newark, such teachers They also note that William their expressed ambitions for 
student s 111 Ne1rark, Eas t Or- 1 are well dispersed, although H. \Yatson, w~o holds a doctor- higher education are di scour-
an ge an d Or;mge often suffer Negroes say most are in the ate 111 education and is princi- ag ed . Dan Anthon y. director 
from in adequ ate, uninter- Centr~l Ward and few teach {n pal of a_junior-senior high sehool i i of the Mayo(s Commis sion on 
es te d guid ance coun selin <> a·nd the high sch .ools. · rn Ralei gh, N.C., took the most I' Human Relations, says lie has 

. ar e being stee red away from First And Last rc~ent tests for principal-and ,',r eceived informal complaints of 
coll ege pr epa rat ory studie s H · . . . / fail ed to pass. 1 like nature from Ne groe s. Simi-
and into indu st ri al and voca- . ousi~g ~nd education com - I Another is sue troubles Mr;: 1 lar ch arges from Newark . East 
ti onai .::ourses. ~ide ,agam, if only incidentaUy, I ·· Fender~on, a board member of 1 Orange and Orange have also 

The Ne gro leader is al so sen- m the controversy over Negro ·. the national NAACP. She ob- I come to the attention of 
sitive about the disciplinary principals and vice principals : serves, as do others, that w~ite 11 the E.ssex County Intergroup 
pr oblems which exist in some in Newark Th . r J ,teachers ·often regard assign- , Council. : . . 
schools in the old 3rd Ward j , · e ~am~ 0 ames . · The ch ar ges are .cate gol'lcally 
ll is chil dren compri se an over: :M: •• Baxter, who died m l!l09, is mcnt to Centr al Ward schoor · ·1 denied by _Dr. Carri e Losi. di-
wh elmin g m

3
jority of the area's born e by a public housing .· . . L . . " . . ,, :s : r cclot· oigu1dar,cc for the New-

_ school popul a:.ion. proj ect. He was the fir st-and . as .ippo111 ments to S1hcr1a. I a rk scho ols; by Fr ed Lanclolphi, I 

X D 
'last-Neg . · · .· . . 

1 
. 1 Dr . l(enn clly \acknowled ges her pr edcc csso t· and now prin -

oc sn'L Equal Y arl · !O pui,cip a m New- 'that thi s attitude by son\e white 11 cipal of South Sid e Hi gh School, 
Thi s prob lem prom pt s Dr. c. teachers has posed an admin- and by Miss Pan sy Borders, a 

Ed i1·ard F. Kenn elly, sup erln- Dr. Kennelly asserts strongly ist.rative problem in staffing i Negro _who is coordin:i t_or ?f 1 
l 

I 
that no discrimination is in s those schools. The situation is good_ will an~ unders tan~1ng in 

enc ent of Nc1rark schools, to volv ed in the selection of school . rrllcct ed in the relatively hi gh I public relations for Newark 
mak e the fol!oll'in g observa- heads, nor in any other process percenta ges of sub stitute teach- schools. 
lion: "A school is a center of a of the Newark system. ers in many schools in the . '',~Vhere youn gsl_et·s have abil-
nci ghborh ood c~mmun ity. If. ·· •• · •• J ward .. Educators agree that 1ly, says Dr. Los1, ·''r egardl ess 

1 
"" sub stitut es-a s opposed to per- 1 ,of coloi:, th ey ar _e urged to -pur-

you 1ave ·" con ducl in th e com- . man ently assigned teach ers - sue their edu cation and helped, 
munily, you can 't expe<:t y eon- tend_ to bring an imdesired in- ' where necessary, to get schol ar-
duct in the school. It (thQ st ab_1l1ty to teaching st:iffs. 
sch ~ol) will re!l ecl dir ectly the Figures supplied by the New-

clh1c,,J a ,1d moral standards oi 
Jhc coipmunity." · · 

..... \. 
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,hips anct fin :rn~ial a~sist:mce. school that they ctid not need 
Our basie philrn,ophy is to en- algebra to . enter nursing , 
rourn,!;c yo11n_!!, ll'rs to gr! as schools.-
much educati on as pos,iblc." . lllrs. l3urch asserts that many 

nr. Lo,i drrbrcl- that whcr- s1m1lar case s can be found 
among Leaguer membership 

c1·cr ~hr has im-cst igatcd such which inclicatcs , to her that 
compl;iint, , she has found them N t t y RFFl:J<f.f\lLt 
unjustified. ln au.v case, she egro s ~Hcnls ~re getting lcs~"IJF:f,f! JF;RSE . , 

t.han then· due rn the coun sel- . · LIHl<.AHY 
say,, the final choice of any ing and scholarship programs.I\ (H' ,1 HK 
course of study is up t.o the stu- She add s : "The fact that so 
drnt and his family. Landolphi · many Ne gro students graduate 
adds that. the guidance counsel- from high school without a plan 
ing program at South Side and unprepared for anything 
which is 50 per cent Negro, wa~ specific certainly indicates that 
rated excellent 1.ll'o years ago the area of guidance needs 
by the :lliddle States Assn. of c:ireful scrutiny ." · 
Secondary Schools and Col- .;.... _____ ....:.. _____ _:.....:..__,..: 

legcs. 
"In many instances, and this 

may gini rise to misunderstand­
ings. youn gsters hal'e unrealis­
tic Yiews of their abilities and 
vocational i:::oals." sal's Dr 
Losi. "We -bend ove1~ back: 
11·ards trying to be fair and 
just in all cases." 

Some former students, now 
members of the Leaguers, Inc., 
·do not agree . Two girls, for in­
stance , who graduated from dif­
ferent high schools in January, 
say they are now taking algebra 
at night school to qualify for 
nurses' training this fall. Both 
claim their counselors mistak­
enly informed them in high 

'f~~e Negro in ~sseJ! 

Good Jobs ;Aplenty 
E1npI0y1nent Barriers Tun1hling 

By LUTHER P. JACKSON an1l GEOR~E KENTERA 
(Fourth in a Series) 

. N_ew j o ~ openings, in the · Essex area for Negroes" 
wit~ !ugh skills are commg up· so fast it is often .difficult 
to fmd persons to fill them. . , 

Fair employment policies in industrial North Jer-
sey compare favorably with -
those in any section of the But Negro floaters in the 
country . Barriers remain- labor market are still in trou­
even for trained Negroes- ble. Any Negro applicant for . 
but they are tumbling with in- ~ bette~ job is likely to be re-
creasing rapidity, Jected if he is vulnerable as ' 

Thls bright picture is pre- to . ~haracter, appearance or · 
sented by personnel directors trammg. _ One employment . 
and private employment 1gen- agency man said that, to ease : 
cies. It is backed by the State t~e w~y for a Negro client, he 
Division Against Discrimination fmds 1t essential to first call , 
and the Urban Lea"ue of Essex the firm say, "I have a clean-

" t N " County, a social agency develop- cu egro. 
in_g job opportunities for minor- Haro ld A. Lett, assistant di- I 
ity groups. rector of the state DAD, re- · 
, The opportunities, of course, p~rts. ~hat . there is far less : 
are greater in those fields in d1s-cr~mrnat1on now than there 
which there is a "eneral short· was m 1945 when the division 
age. Or, as one p~rsonnel direc- set about its work as the en- J 

, tor commented: "If we found f?r~en~cnt arm of the state's 
an engineer who walked on his C\Vll _ri~hts. laws. He adds that 
hands, we'd hire him." d1scr1m.111~l1on Is becoming 

F· d S . more d1ff1cult to detect because 
. 1Il ccur1ty of IJ1()l'C plausible excuses given 
( Negroes are no longer the by employers. Some private 
· "last hired and the first fired." :agencies ~tatc that companies 
True they still h d'f often hesitate to employ Ne-

, f" ' . . ave more 1 • grOC'S hccause of the reaction 
. 1c~lt~ fmdmg a job but their , they fear among white em­
I seniority often protects them _µ>Joyes. . 
from layoffs. Once most Ne- I 

11 
Lett, however, . comments that 

gl"Ol's find a good job they are 

I 
the J?,AD experience. has been 

· ] t to . that the rank and file worker 
' ess ap go .searchmg for a responds to the rules of the 
• better one. J game · as laid down by the 

I bosses." He ·blames anti-Nccrro : 
demonstrations in the South 

0

0n 
the reluctance of officials to 
take a firm stand. 

"Inyitation to Demagogues" 

1 
"Vacillation on th~ top 

level," he adds, "is an invita-

tion for the demago ;:ucs to \ 
take over." · . 

Le t t cites an exam ple in 
which mana; cmcnt hroke rlis­
criminati on in a union. Th e 
employer hir ed ~c ;:mcs ovr,r 
union oppo si.tion. When the 
Ne groes applied for un i/)n 
membership-a s re(Juirccl by 
the union shop contr act- they 
were turn ed down. An appeal 
to the DAD re sulted in the 
Negroes bein g accept ed by the 
union. No trouble since. 

Although som11 union s pro­
mote fair employm ent through 
their locals, othcr i( bar Negroes 
and some whites through for- · 
mal apprentice pro grams. This I 
is traditionally true in many 
craft unions. 

James A. Pawley, executive 
secretary of Essex U~a~ 
League, says that Negroes ·" an~ 

·"just bcginnin 6 to obtain j df,s ! 
in certain industries , citing 

1 

· breweries and the airlines j 1s '. i outstanding examples. 'i : 
lStill Tough Climb 

Pawley also finds that it is l 
more difficult fo r. Negroes to 
·step up the promotional ladder , 
despite the state 'anti-discrimi- ' 
nation law. He ad.els: 

1 
"There is a reluctance to give ·: 

Negroes supervisory jobs over 
white workers regardless of the 
Negroes' skills and ability. In . 
jobs where supervision is not , 
important and Skill iS essential, I 

such as research chemists 
and metallurgists, chances , 
for Negro advancement are . 
greater." , 

But Pawley is quick to point 
' out a number of ·exceptions in 

which Negroes have acquired 
superviso ry positions. More­
over, the Urban League is shift- . 
ing i.ts emphasi s from jol) place­
ment to guidance · coun seling as 
a means of ur gin,g Ne groes to 
prepare for their · increased op- , 
portunities. Some jobs have 
gone begging .because the 
league could not come 11p with 
qualified applicants . 

The News survey found Ne­
groes in supervisory jobs rang­
ing from group 1carler in 
production to assistant vice , 
president in the 'ront office . 
Other top jobs held by Essex 
Negroes are chief fiscal ac­
countant for one of the n:1tion's 
bigge st specialty firms and per­
sonnel director .' in another 
specialty house . 

Scores of Negro engineers 
and chemi sts arc emp loyed in 
plants in the North Jer sey area. 
One plant cont.acted in the sur­
vey eheclced all . its divisions 
and found Neg1·oes in all arc~ ~ -

'-J? l! ~ ,,14 
. .10.-/. 

. I 

I 
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1 11
, n ·,.;in r. .111, 

, ,1 .. ,, ,1 '.Jolt l I ' 

1. , . 1p ,,rr\d ,,..: 1i•'p·q·; ,n ,·nt .1I ·~n .. 

prrri, 0r.s, n• , r .1rch rhr111i, I: . 

Lett blames the housing prob- · 
fom for placin g earl .v limita­
tion. t1tl ~hr ,,,~~;:··111:, ,1111hitinn 

•" ;l)P:•::11 >.1 Ill :111!11 ! !ti~r'. .IHi . 

I 

· , Th'c N <'i!r ors' · pro!!res~ tn • 
r,.J,1j , .. ; h·,,, nrtl mafr h<'rl fh c 
. , . , .. "} . l, , , , " • , ,, • • ~ 1; ':.. ......... , 

I f / : ' " 1 ' · 1 • • ;t ; . _, ,, J 1 , , ~ , • • 4, .. J. " 

rht'111ic.1l en .1~111rp r..;, ~h'1t,) J!-
r ;1phl'r~. m,' ch;111il's, l':1qicnt e1·, , 
chefs and guard ~. 

l 1,• , ,! \ "; : " 'l'h ,i : ,\:()'(\ 1:h1i,! .i:J 
,..11idc,i hy what h? ,e<'s arn11nrt 
him. He makes dislinct.ions he· 
I.ween the slat us of Negroes and ' 
\\'hi1cs at an early ni:e. He , 
dors not sec Negroes in impor· 

tvF.W; Jr.;P.<:P,y ,Rl 7f'! ·.IV ~NCt . 

,t£WAl<K UBl<Ai-<Y 

; 1J' t,• -,,( IJ: 1 4 11; rJ • . .. ~'f ) ] J"l t /) ) ,1, ( , l,.~ 1 

lh:11. J>1·111•1~r:,,1c ;,nd Rcpu b · 
can poliliciun, ;dike arc hcco11;· · 
in;: incrcasin;:ly aware of b1s

1 volin g polen tial. 
Thus :S.:cwark has l\ c;;ro rer,· 

rcscntalion on all major boards 
and committee s with the exccp-1 
tion of the zoning board. Dr. , 
J ames Lee i; t nai rm an of the 
( ' ,0 111,t:\l l'h1,nin·.: ~ .. , ,r,I \ I I·· 

Jlanks llnl«t Out 
G. Douglas !'ugh, indusl rial 

rr l;llinn~ .scrrrl:i ry o( the Ur­
h:in r.,.:,1.:11r, finrl, a rrlu c:ancc 

• 1.. Jtl:ir •· ;-.;~;::r.-,cs in j ob, in 
, \\h lr h lhry arC' placed in con-

tant positions. His horizon is 
limited by what he sees." 

Ttie Negro ;n .~sscx 
' t.1,·1 11 ii h lhP l.Juying pub! ic. j' 

l'u ;:h s:,ys Negroes arc hir ed 
as ~air s ('lt't'b, hn\\'C'\'CI'. in all 
hut one Nl'\\'ark dcparlmen t I }g; 

1 sl11r<'. In another st1:rc Ncgroc ~ I c:;:, 
;ire .1 1~0 cmployrd 111 the mrr- ,,..... 
l'h,111dising and display drpa r t- ~ 
mrnts . N,1nr. howc\·rr. i~ (~ 
cm ployed as a teller in .'Ii C\rark 
banks . 

Money and.the Vote 
In These I-Ie ls Efn:nal With Whites i

1 
. j '! 

Ily ;LUTHER P. JACKSON anrl GEORGE KENTEitA · r 
L11sf; in 11. seri,•s. 

DAD rcrord s show that Nc­
p-oes . are being upgraded if 
tlte di\·ision's complaints caa 
be used as a ' "ardst ick. The 

I J -~ I di\·ision rrcei\'cd 5-! upgr;iding . • 
In at least two signific~,nt respects , the Essex Negro J 

stands level with the white man: He has money ~ 
spend and a vote to cas_t. ' Tne econo1~11c ~\atu.s of :o~ 

The improving econonuc Negroes , wl11le 1mp1ovrn":', :s ! 
status of the N ecrro and still su.ch that manf never u~dc : 

I complaints in 194!> and only 
l11·0 in 1955. Yet .Negroes are 
pro pnr tionately fewer ~in super- / 
visory and adminislr 2ti\'e posi- i 
ti ons. Some of this is due to . 

_discrimin ation, but some of i_U,. 

is a·.llributed to the Negro's j 
, willingness lo "settie for less." 

Th:s tendency to limit them­
selves has been observed by 
Arthur Ch~pin. human rela- . 
Lions direct or of the State CIO. 
Chapin says many locals urge 
Negroes, along with whites, 
to bid for jobs based on their 
seniori ty and ability but find 
tha t many Negroes fear being 
turned down. Chapin adds that 
Negroes often "fear pushing · 
th emsell·es where they are not I 

1 wanted." / 

:Few Owners 
· Anoth er possible limitation 

.on many Negroes' ambitions is 
the small number of thriving 
businesses that they see owned 
and oper ated by Negroes. Sev­
er al of those interviewed 

· point ed out that Negro busi- 1 

ncss in many Southern com­
mun il ics has outd istanced its 

. North ern count erpart. 
Arthur G. Ck =:::"nt. manager 

of the Newark Branch ·office 
of the North Carolina J\Iutual 
Insurance Co., says that some / 
Negroes hesitate to believe that 1 

the 50-million-dollar corpor ation 
is owned by Negroes. Since 
the company openl!d its Newark 
office thr ee years ago, Clement . 
fr equently has been asked, 
"Who are you frontin g for?" 
This indicates a belief that any 
such lucrative business would 
have to be backed by whites . . , 

b . expensive re stam ants an t 
1tl~e 1_94_9 st_atut~ outlawmg ~iotels, despite the 1949 stat ute . ·, 
d1scnnunat1011 111 places of In addition many say they ,:tre ·1 

public accommodation have ''m ade to feel unwelcom e." by 
brou ght him acceptance - if cold receptions from cl:rks and 
sometimes less than \\'arm wel- waiters. Such r eceptions do 
come....'..at virtu ally all rcstau- occur. On the other hand, some 
rants, hotel s, theaters, bowling . Negroes-amon g them Haynes · 
·al!'cys and the like. It was not , and Mrs. Grace .Fenderson, 
: ,board member of the national 
i always so, even as recei;lly as NAACP-acknowledge th at a 
!pre-World War II days. · 
/ Indeed, Negroes still arc dis- Negro cwstomcr, conditioned by(, 
. eriminated against by some year s of discrimination, some-:j 
1·rnotels. A stale survey last year times suspects prejudice where ·, 
' by the Division Against Dis- none exists. I '! 
crimination showed that 13 of Haynes feels that employes : 

/,45 motels investi ga ted in North in places of public accomm.oda-:; 
!'Jer sey had never housed a tion would benefit from instruc- '.. 
: Negro _guest. 1 lion in human relation s such 1• 

as the Newark police depart-' · 
(Highly Encoura ged ment received in 1954 from the 
;· By and lar ge, however, Ne- 'Mayor's Commission on Group i 
? gro leader s .are highly cncour- Relation s. . 
:•.aged by the situation in the Eu:;inesses Fail 
''·field of public ~ceommodat ions. As for the Negro business· ! 

;1 Sam Haynes, president of the · man himself , it was noted , · 
I ear lier in I.his series that in ' Newark NAACP, says he can't 

Essex he generally does not get 
, r ecall a single complaint in the I the kind of support from !1is 
1 
last five years about discrimi- ' own people that Negroes get ; 
nation by r estaurant s and in olhcr part s of the country. 

· hot els. One pl'omincnt Negro note s 
; . He is seconded by nev. ' Wil- that, clurin~ his I hl'P.c decade's ., 
l 1'.am P. Hayes of Bethany Bap- · 1 of re side nce in Essex County, 
. t1st Chur.ch, for whom a New- , only thr ee all-Negro enterprises 

; ark housing proj ect is named · were started that even ap-
;' "Changes are takin g place t~ · 1froached the minimal defini· 
an. encouraging degree. The lion of •'big business ." They 

1 n111Ien_nium is not J1cre. But were Community Hospital, a 
there 1s more good will in New- . small loan association, and a 

, ark today than ever before in ; I build in%. association. 
. .~ts.;}istory." . . , . ;, All of them !ailed. • J 

·: 
I ' 

.. 

. 

~·,,:.i.'i\ : ,.t , l : ,, ·. , .: '· ·~ · >· ,\,, ~ ~~ -4 
l flilll ,·•· f, 1 , •• \ j , ( j ,' i1•· h,·• ,,·· . l 

;i~c ('.1lllli'OI !1.J:i1 rl. '1 h"ri,ln1 <! 
l' clti g r cw is ;i mc111J,c r of the 
Newark Jfousinr,: J\u th0rily, 
and there arc three Negroes on , 
the 17-mcmbcr . Mayor 's Com­
mission on Group Relations. 
Walter · Chambers, a Negro, is ' 
the paid assistant director of , 
th e commission. 1 

James Abrams, an ass istant • 
corp oration counsel , is the first 
Negro to get a full-term as- '/ 
signmen t in the city's law de· . 
partment, and Clyde 11itchell 1 

serves as executive secret ary to 
Mayor Leo P. Carlin. Harry · 

.Hazelwood is a legal assistant ; 
to Essex County Prosecutor 
Charl es V. Webb Jr. 1 

In SnLurh s To o 
.I 

· In East Orange, Negroes have ! 
been appointed within the last 

1
• 

two years to pl aces on the zon­
ing and recr eat ion boards, and · 
in Orange they l10ld seats on 

, the planning board and munici­
\ pal housin g authori ty. 
, Only one Negro has been 
i vot ed to a municipal governing 
L-- . ~ • 

body in the county. He is Coun- ·. 
cilman Irvine I. Turner of New- , 
ark , elected in 1954. His sup· I 
porters regar ,d him as a 
:milit ant repr esen tat ive in the \ 
field of civil rights who "prods" 
city and sta te officials for 

, greater reco gnition. 
Two thin gs in particular 

arouse Turner-the lack of a 
Negro magistrate in Newark 
and the absence of Negroes in 
·principal and vice princip al 
pos.ts in th e public schools. He 
has been vocal-and unsuccess­
ful-in. deriiancling such ap­
pointn1ent.~. 

It , h as become customary to 
have NC'gro represent ation on 

·, the Newark Board of Educ a­
• lion, and Vern er Hcnl'y is the 
, ?urrent member. Negroes h;ive 

I 
al so been 1·ec,ognized with the 
:recent appointm ent of Roger 
W. Yancey to a Di5trict Court 

t jud geship and selection of Miss 
, Barbara Ann Monis as an as- , 
,li.isl~l\,t.~ .S, a~tor1,1er:• I 



/ 
{ 

,'. In _·rount.~, elrctive posts, Re· ·: 
I ~ublican ,James A. Curlis and ~ 
1 h cv. _Ha~hus P . . Means, a Dem- , 

1 
ocrat1c rncumbcnt . 11avc he-Id 1 

, s__cats on the Es.sex Board of · 
· 1', re c holder s. In addition, Cur- i 
! ti" $Crvcd the policy committ ee ·: 

I ' 

1vr-: w J r;:p~·.r:: l' /~ r-r,·,,·,P.ENC'b. 
1','£W.,~I V< U JJ/~/i l O' 

o( the county GOP and llfrs, ' 
Rosamond l\Iarrow on the GOP ~ -- ··· ·--.- ,. 

t scrcrning commi ttee which Negroes everywhere have been ; 
I .selected r:mdidat cs for this given a big psychological boost :; 

year 's coum y ticket · by the successful, peaceful~ :: 
. Not Salisficd ~nd 1mified- -bus · prote st- · in •1 

Montgomery, -·Ala , ' 
~-

N cgroes feel, nevertheless Church l eadership here, . as · l 
• that their political status i~ in Montgomery , is a strong - ' 

this area is below what it should factor among Negroes. It may ; 
be in compadson with ot her therefore be significant that .

1 st~tc s, notably New York. Mr. Hayes· and Rev. John Dill-
, Ollvcr W. Brown, editor of the in gham of 13th Avenue Pres- . 

weekly New Jersey Herald byterian Church agree that 
Ne11·s, attributes this Jag to the Montgomery might prove a 
state·s "southern exposure" and unifying force among Essex 
rec alls that New Jersey was the County Negroes. 
last northern state to abolis-h Says Dillingham: "I think 
sla very. that Montgomery says this to : 

Ano ther well-known Negro, all of us : Instead of getting 
,rho prefers to remain anony- mad and making soapbox 
mous, pu ts forth a different speeches, we should study, or­
r eason. Despite Newark's ganize and work for ~onstruc• 
heavy Negro population, he de- tive improvements." 
cl ares, Negro leadership has 
been poor in comparison · with · 
oth er large cities, and white 
politicians have traditionally 
been able to divide the Negro . 

1 vote. · 
1 • "If 15 persons ran for City '­

Council," he says, "every one 
of them could get a Negro 
leader." 

Lack of Negro political suc­
cess in Montclair was partially ~ 
attributed by Negroes there to,; 
a similar reason-too many './ 
separate factions. :1 

Psychological Boost 
But Brown, as well as other '! 

Negroes, predicts an in- . 
~reased .awareness p~ the vote. ' 

i . 
! 
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