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WOULD ~OU PAY RENT FOR THIS? 

THE SLT ORD MUST FIX UP. At 220 -2 22 Peshine u ople need 
rat s exterminated, plaster r epaired, pai ntin ights on 
thei .c' steps, front door knob s, ga rba ge re11~ At 324-
326 they need plU111bing, plas te~ steps f ixed, i r locrs 
glass in windows, a fro nt do or, garbage and :ilvbj wate; - out of the front yard. 

OR THE CITY trUST CRACK DOWN. I f Kaufman does 
Ci~y can fine and jail him , ta ke his bu ildin 
th c·os t of making it liv abl e. This would be 
defend ing human rights agai n st the real estat 

0 ... x up the 
!l."ld ~harg e him 

f + step in 
'interests o 

Members d. tbe hwsing and 
Welfare cCllllDlim)eS ofdleP
ple"s Actioa Grcup-Area 
Board "fl!ree- plan to begin. 
picketing MilbJm home of an 
absentee landlord starting Sat
urday. A spokesman for the 
group told ADVANCE the ac
tion was conceived as a kick
off to .an organiZiDg drive 
tenants in fi-ve luildings coo-

JJaJ::.led by the same laudlord. 
~ are located on PeshineA 

<>r Hunterdon St. In the lower 
Clin ton Hill section of the city. 

Th e immedia te cause of the 
people's he was the eviction 
by the lan dlord o/. a tenant 
and her family of seven child
ren who had ~tedly com
plained to city agencies bout 
conditions in her apart.n nt. 

Mrs. EmmaGask.in sandfam
ily, fonnerly of 324-32 6 Pes
hine Ave., was la.st week forced 
to vacate her apartme nt. The 
week before she had received 
a curt note fro m the landlord' 
represen tative aslclng ther to 

leave but offer ing no explana
tion. 

That night. Mrs. Gaskin ., 
pea~ before the membersh ip 
of the Area Board and told h 
story. 

She to ld the 75 mbers pre
sent bow she and several other 
tenants .bad g ne to the clry 
Human r igllt s Commi sJon am 
die &ard of Health last May, 
Armed wl1h water beetle tak 
from the buildlng and stuff ed 
ID a soda bottle, the protcS!ing 

...... s per sua ded the tnspec wran-of the buil ding, Mr • Qi -
kJlaS said. 
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City inspectors found a total 

o/. 206 ' violations: inadequat e 
plumbing. plaster. falling from 
tlie oeiling," broken looks on 
doors. holes in the floor of the 
front porch. Before they even · 
entered the house, the ciry's ' 
representatives came upon an 
enourmous hole in the ground 

bout ten feet in diameter which 
c.:illected stagnant water, re
fuse, and mud. The smell was 
hideous. 

But after the inspection s were 
completed. Mrs. Gaskins told 
the Area Board member s ap
parently no efforts were made 
to force the landlord to make 
the necessary repairs. Then 
after repeated inquireis of City 

In . disgust. the tenan ts got· 
together gain and treked down 
to City Hall again, this time to 
meet with Mayor Addonlzlo's 
new H1unan Rights director. 
J mes Thre:itt. They as ked him 
w en City H.3ll would ma ke the 
landlord repob the house to 
meet the City 0s housing code 

· .. Why does the landlord ~ 
Ciry-Hall-he ~sn 't even live 
in N ark? asked Morton Solo
mon-El, another tenent. 

Threatt made four promises 
to the group of tenants: 

'"City lrulpectors would re
turn to the wilding to make 
new in~pections; 

• The tenants would be 
told specifically about each vio
lation; 

• 'I hreatt would personally 
follow through to guarantee re
apfre; and 

• Teno.ntS would be kept in
fanned of progress. 

s 
After the inspecto rs had come 

and gone again. Mrs. Ga 

related, the landlord put loc 
on the door of her a r" 
ment, has dome plasteri.,1 , done 
on the ceiling, and put in a 
bathroom door. But, sl e said, 
there ·was still constant sea
page through the ceiling from 
leaky plumbing, and r.o !>Dint 
was put on to cover the plaster. 

After hearin g Mrs. Gaskin's 
sto ry, the membe rs of the Area 
Board decided to pay a vtslt 
on the landlord to persuade 
him to reverse his position. 
A special housing committee 
of the Board was form ed with 
Mrs. Myla McCla in of 141 Haw
thorne Ave. as chairman. 

Following a joint meeting with 
the Area Board's welfare corn 
mitt ee , chaired by Mrs. Mattie 
Mur ray of 122 Avon Ave., the 
group paid a call on the land 
lord at his downtown office. 
T hey were join ed by Father 
Everett of Bless ed Sacr rnent 
Church and a staff worker for 
the Newark Community Jm n 

Project. Miss Carol Glassman. 
.. Why are you trying to get 

Mrs. Gaskins out? ~' asked Mel
Vin Higgins, a neighbor. "Why 
don't you., fix up the building 
prop erly. 

The landlord said Mr s. Gas
kins only paid ,her rent in in
:,ta llments and this was incon
vein ient. He showed the group 
his rent collec tion book to prove 
his point. 

But one of the anti-poverty 
board mem bers noted the book 

· showed other tenants paid their 
monthly rents in even more 1n
stalhnen ts. 

The landlord said he would 
all ow people who were working 
~~eadily to pay in installments . 

But not anyone on welfare.'' 

When some of the tenant s 
obje cted vociforously to this 
kind of distinction. the landlor d 

"Plie d in anger: 
t ·ou <lon ·t like living in 

,uy bullding, why don't you just 
move somep lace else?" 

Mrs. Gaskins did. ''l didn't 
want any mess at Christmas 
for my children," she ex
plained. 

Special L msing Committee 
and Wel.are Comraittoe of 
the PEOPLE'~ ACTION GROUP 
188 Badger. ' 

Newark Co rnun1ty Union 
Pro ject , 471 ,lin ton 



nc~r Resident ~f Millhurn; 

Tho s:lum huiJ1rl1ngs , yem s-co en this, 1oafl o t a olong t~ Mr. Phil 

Kaufman,. c,f ~f,. Lecust Ave ., nno of ynur n o ighbnrs ·. We ar c pick

eting him today to make visibl e his ill ega1 2.ml unfair pr a.ctic os 

~g ~ ~lum landlnrd. Mr. Kaufm an is a prosp e ring man; wo dn not 

grudge him that. But must his p ros ·pori ty he found e d nn t he pov er ty 

~f his t enants? Must it r e quir e th a t he vinla t c th o hnusin g c~d G 

ef Newark? ' Must we incr e as e th e, conflict be twee n hl a ck an n whi t o ., 

peor and rich, ghe tto and suburb? ~ 

Wo ar c in conflict with Mr. Kaufman; wo will continu e to bo in 

conflict with thos e who tr ampl e on our ri g hts. 

Wo hop e th a t y ou will t a lk with Mr. Kaufman, and with your nc igh

bers, aaout th os e prnbl o ms. If you want to know mor o about our 

vi ews, wc 1 d be g l ad to moot any of you and t a lk. We r epr e s e nt a 

c ress-s ection of ponr community pe opl e in Newark, organiz ed in th o 

war-o n -p ove rty and prot e st groups, with political and stud ent 

s upp ort e r s . 

• 


