
attending were Mr. Curvin, Mr. Gibson, Mr. Richardson, Central Ward Democratic Chair- 
man Eulis Ward, the Rev. Levin West and black  nationalists. 27

On May 19, there was a complaint that a child had been struck by a teacher in 
Oliver Street School. The  Black Liberation Army responded with a demonstration at 
the  school. 28

On May 22, the blight hearing opened before the City Planning Board.29 It was noisy 
and ended abruptly when Colonel Hassan's lieutenant overturned the stenographic ma- 
chine and the colonel tore up part of the tape. Neither man was arrested. T h e  chairman 
terminated the meeting. 

THE PARKER-CALLAGHAN DISPUTE 
Meanwhile, it had become known that the secretary of the Board of Education, Arnold 

Hess, planned to resign, that Councilman James T .  Callaghan would be appointed to 
replace him and that Mr. Ness would continue as a $25,000-a year consultant. 

On May 23, 30  the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People pro- 
posed that City Budget Director Wilbur Parker, the first Negro to  become a Certified 
Public Accountant in New Jersey, be appointed to the post on the Board of Education. 
Mr. Callaghan is a former labor official who never went to college. Besides his council 
post, he held a $10,300 a year job as secretary to the Essex County Purchasing Agent. 

The Newark Evening News commented editorially that politicians were fond of 
saying that Negroes, where qualified, received equal opportunity in public appointments, 
but that "in Newark's educational system politics is paramount to equality of opportu- 

The Board of Education deferred a decision on the appointment and, on May 29, 
Fred Means, acting president of the Negro Educators of Newark, said: "The Negro 
community is in turmoil over this injustice. If immediate steps are not taken, Newark 
might become another Watts."32 

The Board of Education finally took u p  the matter at a meeting on June 26. T h e  
meeting opened at 5 P.M. There were 70 speakers. It ended at 3:23 A.M. T h e  final 
decision was that Mr. Hess would stay in his job for another year. 

It had been a difficult year for the Administration. Mr. Spina testified to the mood 
that had developed: 

"As you sit in the office of the Police Director and you see those swirl- 
ing movements grow surrountling you, you will note that they grew in 
crescendo . . . T h e  type of speeches that were made before the Plan- 
ning Board and the Board of Education   tell you, almost predict, that 
there is going to be blood running in the streets."33

The medical school and Parker-Callaghan controversies helped set the stage for the 
July riot. They served to focus the dissatisfaction of the community. The  fact that the 
hearings had been held back-to-back intensified the high feelings. 

Former Commissioner Bontempo maintained that it was bad government for the 
Mayor even to suggest the Callaghan appointment.34 Mr. Bontempo said that previous 
mayors had left Board of Education affairs to the board's members and were glad not to 
have the responsibility. 

In this case, with the community already in a mood of dissatisfaction and protest, 
the Mayor made a.political move that could be expected to have racial implications. 
James Threatt, director of the Human Relations Commission, said: 

"The only issue on which I've seen Negroes get truly excited and con- 
cerned was Parker-Callaghan. For the first time, you really had a com- 
munity."35 
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On Saturday, July 8, the East Orange police were involved in an altercation with a 
group of Black Muslims at 91 North 14th Street, on the Newark border.36 The  Newark 
police were called to the city limits to stand by in case they were needed. There was a 
fight, and the Newark police moved in to help the East Orange police. Mr. Threatt said 
the Muslims were beaten as they lay on the ground. Each department, he said, "ac- 
cused the other of doing the beating." 

Newark's mood was ugly. 

In  spite of all the build-up and tension that Mr. Spina could feel in his office, there 
is no evidence that the Administration made any preparations for a riot. Its attitude was 
that to prepare for a riot might spark one.37 The  riot started on the Wednesday after the 
incident in East Orange. 

MAYOR ADDONIZIO AND NEGROES 
In  1962, there were no Negroes in City Hall positions of any note. The  Addonizio 

Administration now points with pride to the number of Negroes appointed to high posi- 
t i o n s . T h e y  e  include Mr. Stalks; Grace Malone, director of the Division of Welfare; 
Budget Director Parker; and Harold Ashby, president of the Board of Education. 

Councilman Irvine Turner, through a close and constant 14-year association with the 
City Administration that has helped him to build the power of patronage, has substan- 
tial support and influence in the Negro community. Although Mr. Turner has been ill 
for several years, the Commission's survey showed that he is still the most influential 
Negro in Newark. When Negroes were asked "Who are some of the Negro leaders who 
are respected and listened to by Negroes in the Newark area?", Mr. Turner was, by 
far, the most frequently mentioned. He was named by 187" of the Negro respondents. 
Next came Assemblyman Richardson, with 77", and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
with 5%. Councilman-at-large West and Mr. Gibson, the former mayoral candidate, each 
were named by 4%. 

Negroes point out, however, that the issue is not simply how many black people are 
appointed to, or hold, high positons, but whether the Administration as a whole is 
responsive to the black community, and whether Negroes in office are permitted to exer- 
cise independent judgment. 

These questions are being asked against the background of rising Negro militancy. 
The  black power movement has come to represent a position that goes far beyond mere 
responsiveness to Negro problems by articulating the need for possession of greater power 
by Negroes as a requirement for meaningful change. 

Advocates of black power feel that only Negroes are in a position to take the lead 
in setting the priorities and the pace of action designed to promote change in their com- 
munities. They feel that much more than economic deprivation is involved. In their 
view, it is the sense of powerlessness and the feeling of a lack of control over their own 
and their communities' fate that is the crucial handicap in the quest for Negro equality 
and for full dignity in society. A still more militant view advocates complete black con- 
trol over black communities. 

                M e a n w h i l e ,  ,  Newark's political leadership has a long way to go merely to provide        
                        essential services to the disadvantaged communities. 

                 Even whites active in these communities agree. Thus, Monsignor Thomas J. Carey, 

                        pastor of Queen of Angels Catholic Church in the Central Ward, says he has found City 
                     Hall difficult to deal with. As an example, he noted that in 1964 Hayes Homes had been  
                         in existence more than 10 years, but that the landscaping and ground lights had not 
                        been installed and that there was virtually no police protection for the thousands of resi- 
                                 dents in the high-rise project. One of the assistants in the parish formed a tenants' 
                        league and managed to get 1,000 Hayes tenants to a protest meeting. Mayor Addonizio 




