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A We started working this Friday morning., We had it
on the alr Priday afterncon sometime, They kept repeating
it over and over again. I heard it & couple of times when
I got home Priday night,

They had another meeting with the mayor and some of the
ministers to go into the community the following day with
arm bands to urge the pecple to be calm and keep their
children in the house,

That Saturday morning we met -- well, I am getting ahead
cf myself, Ve made these statements for the radio, This
is one of the things we did. Through Oliver Lofton, who
was the Governor's representative during this erisis, we
get up & meeting with the Govermor Priday night and Saturday
soraing. Of course, one of our concerns was that there
was no food evailable; that the sexrvices the people had
been getting had been slmost totally destroyed, and with
the troops in town now there was & great deal of fear,

Bany pecple never left their house.
Q@  What was the atmosphere like in Central Ward
A I was at the agency Friday moming on this kind of

oon? toald you describe it for us?

stuff. We had our people out in the field., There was a
great deal of anxiety in the ward because all you had to
do was to lock around and see things were destroyed, and
where were you going to get services from? This was a smell
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Taction of the community iavolved in it, and the bulk of
the people were concerned about what kind of effect

that would have, what kind of response would they get from
this kind of situatiou.

I know there was a great deal of anxiety about this,
Again we left the agency about elight o'elock with the
understanding that we would be pieked up and taken over to
meet with the Governor. We met with the Governor and we

talked %o the GUoverner,

Q This ie Friday evening?

A Friday evening, Saturday worning, The Governor
then promised to provide some food, and we wanted %o make
sure that the food at places to be located at and have peopld
there tc zes that the food was distributed. We talked
about medical supplies, medical atiention, Iegal services
were provided for people

with problems and complaints, We

honght that this was a valuable service to have during
that tiuwe.
Well, the Governor agreed on most of these things, Ue
left thers about four o'clock Saturdsy morning, At eight
otelock Satarday morning we met with the wministers who

appointed five members, five co-chairmen of & committee,
end we met with the Governor, ﬂe had a2 news conference on
what we were trying te do,

We went back %o the agency after the meeting with the
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Governor and put the program in operstion, Operation Arm
Band, Three hundred people went out on the street urging

was Ssturdey, NHeedless to say Saturday was one of the
worst nighte of »ll,

Q Before you get into that, it is eleven o'clock and
our reporter hag been going for almost twoe hours, and we
would like to give beth of you & ten-minute recess,

{(Whereupon, a short recess was taken.)
By Br. Jaffe:

Q My, Still, I think when we left off we were @ilking
about what occurred on Seturday,

A  On Saturday, as I have already indicated, we had
people ga' out into the coamunity, sbout 300, to urge the
_m&nm-baw&wsminmmaaamhmtm-
knew where their children were, We had broasdcast on the

s Saturday also urging people to be calm and

our staff to open the food centers for distridution the

- Wmm. As & matter of fact, we had & meeting that night

with the Governor's counsel, Fr. Stanley Van Ness, and
Stan had promised that we would be able to get how that
night, He promised to give us an escort back home., He
found thet he couldn't do that because they weren't letting
any vehicles at all in the Central Ward that night. We hag

people to be calm and cool and to stay off the street. This
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%o stay at the agency.

But after I came down to the agency Ssturday evening I
want howe for 8 while to eat dinner and to talk with wy
family. While I was home about seven-eight o'elock there
was a great deal of noise, like a battlefield really., I
could ses theywre firing at one of the buildings in ny
area on fixfteeuth Avenue scross Belmont,

g Who was "they"?

A This was the Hational Guard and the stute troopers,
It might heve been the police, too, but they were firing,
Which segment of them I don't know. There was machinegus

fire. There was sutomatic weapons fire, so I evidently

thought it must have been the National Guard, This kept
on sporadically, There would be 8 buxst of maybe three
or four hundred shote, Then it would etop and ancther
burst., This went os for about an hour, houwr and a half,
Pinally sowe police officers weut up on the roof ana
nobody was on the roof, They had their helmets snd held
their heluets up to indicste they were police officers,
The firing stopped on this building % that peins, It
1y after ¥hat I was picked up and taken down,

pieked up in a car from the Fourth Precinct and taken

$o UOC to meet with Jtanley Van Nees.
it this meeting with him we worked out plans for the
food distribution the next day because this time -- ax I
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said, Priday the entire ares had been so demolished there
was no place for food and milk anéd drugs, Ve nade the
arrangements, We med up until about one o'elock or twelve
o'elock. I started home, I couldn't get there so 1 gpent
the night in the agency. 411 during the night it was just
1ike & batilefisld.

A 411 throush Saturday night and Sanday wmorming.

Q wWas that the worst poraing?

4 That was the worst morsing, That was the morning
when they deliberately tried ®o intimidate the community.

Q 1 couldn't hesr thet,

& That was the momlng +hat the state troopers and
the Eational Gusrd and the Sewark police, to a lesser
degree really, {ntimidated the comwanity.






