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Hughes 72 , 

and he always r ·eassu ·red me that he had v,ery deep 

roots , and deep con-nee ti ons with this c om:rnuni ty. 

So that wh.at happened was a r ,eal dis.appointm<i:!nt to 

me, and I d ontt doubt a disapp0'intmefft t o him., He 

on occas i on had mentioned , and I had actually seen 

vari.ons m.ini.s .ters .a.nd other peop,Le su pp os .edl y 

influential in the negro community, . and while I 

n.o ticed with s ;ome . worry the e onf 1 ic ts at pttbl ic 

p·lanning hearings about . the medi £.al school laad 

and the Callahan a pp:oi.n t.ment a.nd so for th, _ I would 

ask 0-n.ce in a while, and I kept being reass ur ed 

that things wer e all right in Newark -aad tla,ere 

wasn't any pr .o.babili ty of any difficult si tua. tion 

in th e dimensif:>n :s we finally saw in July. 

On that Thurs.day night 1. the second night 

of the conuuoti.on, ., there had be~n a brief scuff 1.e 

that I read about and heard about on Wednesday 

-hight in fJ;:oat of a poJ.i:c .e station. 011 Thursday 

evening I went to a little dinner party they had 

for Friar Daniels and for some outgoing newspaper 

c0rresp0:nde.n t.. I $ta.yed f o;r maybe a half an h our 

and then went on ht>me, I think. l know I wasa' t 

there a VEH.--y leng tim:e.. I am sur ·e I talked to the 

Atto.rney General du.ring that evening . I am not 

sa.re whet.net I talked to- C\?lone.l .Kelly c>r ·not, hut 
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Hughes 73 

I know I had several te l ephone conversations -, the 

g .ist of wh-ich was that there were one 0r two calls 

which had been made fro11il individual pol icemen. I 

forget the mitmecs,. They were not policemen i n 

authority anyway. 

May'Or Addonizi0. co-u.l.d not be located , I 

was told I think , by Colonel Kelly or by t",elay frora 

him thr .ou.gh the Att 'orney GeneJ. .al. _, but des.pi te one 

or two calls fen~- help f .r.:o.m 1-oc,a l p()licemeR, th e 

assurance I h~d up te -0ne-thirty that mornin _g when 

I fittally went to bed was that the s.ituation, while 

it was difficult~ was being c:ontained witho ut any 

problem by tbe local police forc :e. 

J then went tn sLe-ep ., a .nd I was awakened 

at two-twe11ty by a telephone call from Mayor 

Addon.izio who wa,~ quit -e ups.et and in ,sisted of the 

deploy .me_nt of State Police and National Guardsmen 

t -o the maximum ·ex tent p0-ssib1 _e. He told me that a 

riot was out of con.troJ.; that the bands of rioters 

we.re jumping from o.ne place to another in t he city; 

they were m;:obile, many of ' them in cars:; and tb e 

destruction was very uips,etting.. 

I think I was told that the _po1ice -- I 

am aot sure Whether I was told the pol.ice were 

firing hack at .riote ·.rs at that time. Ji then made 
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Hugh e s 74 

a c:all to Attorney General Sill .s. The Attorney 

General suggested that I not ge> to Newark, but he 

said he would activate the State Police. I am not 

sure, but I think I may have talked to Colon el 

Kelly ou his call to me, and that the State 

Bolicemen would be .s .ent up there. I called Genera 

Cantwe~l. J\£ter some delay I reached him at Sea 

Girt, and he .and I had quite a discussion, he 

p-oin ting out there was eno~mous expense invq>lved 

in the de ·ployment of National Guard ·smea to a. city 

disturbanc<:.!, and he want ed to make sure that I 

knew What l wa-s sug gesting . 

I $aid ,, "Well, Mayor Addoni.zto is very 

a1armed, n , and I th.ink I might have used · the word 

ttpanicked 1'1 and s,aid?- "'1 re .a.lly think we must g.et 

in . the:a;e anrl ge 't in there qui(;kly. r-t I later 

learned that Caatwall fLew u.p there. He got a. 

1;ight plane and flew up to Newark and made 

arrang~ments .for the Nation .al Guard to be sent int 

the city. 

I then got -ahold of a couple of people 

0:n my staff and made s,0-nie p-repa .rations . and we."nt 

over and l think I go.t there about four-thirty or 

twenty minutes to five. I am go-ing by my notes 

here. I will refresh my mind a . bit. if you don 1 t 
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Hughes 75 

mind. 

The contingents of the State P-,o-lice 

began axrivi .ng ia Newark about 3 ,a .. m. At this 

time wide ·spn~ad looting and a.rs.o:n Wf:re prevalent 

in the central ward.. There were in .star-i.ces of 

gunfire and '' fire-bombin g . This activity continued 

into the daylight hours of t he fourteenth. Abou t 

eight-thi:rty that mo-rning I t ·ou:red the riot area 

with May~r Addonizio,, . C;antwell,, Kelly, Spina, who 

was in a. F'ord car with his driv ·er, several ot her 

offi.eers, the State Police. We had arranged at 

that meeting at the outset of the summer that the 

relationship witb. th,e 1{at'i$nal Guard vi.s-a:-vis t b.e 

State P-·~liee w.Ottld he that the State P-'0,lice would 

be in c0:nt1;ol; that th .e .State PoJ.ic:e would be 

calling the direc .tio:ns and t ,he Natitinal Guard woul 

coap:erate. We would 1ualte every effort to have the 

local polic .e force a ,ls :o· resp .ond to th,e direct.ion o 

one central. dire-ct or, the State Police. 

l'n this examination of the riots - - I 

suppose y~u have heard this ,and it may be redundan · ,. 

but lo:ot~ng was .still going on. l witn .essed many 

a;r1;e·sts. I didn't count them. . I would as .su me 

40 or 50. I saw people being brought out ef store 

and .she-e.pherded into police vehicles.. l didn t t 
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:see a.ny p-(i}lice brutality of any kind. There was 

a htimorous feeling goJng on, kind of a. holiday 

a tmosp]iere. I saw. police cha~du,g k;i.ds with 

bycicles and adults being arn~sted. By this time 

it was about nine-thirty or ten t:l'cl~e'k. 1'her1 I 

retur11ed to the lt-osevill ·e · A:c:mory. The State Pol ic 

aid to Colo:ael Kel.ly was Majo.r Ola.ff, 'Who did an 

exce .l;l.ent jQcb in my opinion. 

I had a man wi.t:h me all the · t.ime , John 

Spi1::i,elli from my ,s .t :aff, and several .qthers . of my 

s .taff ·c:.ame up. Stanley Va;n Niess , my counsel ., 

kn-owa a go :c,d de.al aibe.u t this if you ear-e to 

qu.es ti on him be:e:ause he was there. He was , 

sleeples .s :fer the whole several days we were ther 

practically. I stay ,ed a .t the Roseville Armory 

getting reports and directing things to the extent 

tb.:at I thought proper. 

*y.or .Addoniz .i .o ' I woul:d say alme:s .t 

.completely withd:r zew from any shaf'irtg of the · 

di.rection of thl.s . s:3:.tuation. Me wa,s . qulte willing 

fQr me. to mttdertake what l d! ,d.,., and that was to 
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Hughes 77 

these fires and fire bombings which was describe d 

to .me as approxlma tel. 0y a: ten-squ.~re mile area. I 

·can't remember the streets. I. iuspec ted many of 

them'! it loo ,ked like a J;rretty bro.ad aspe(:t, 

At no .ontime I went erv,er to the Rober t 

treat .f0.t .~ s.~ndwicJ:1, an .a on the way over or while 

the.re I s,a.w s,eve:r-~l of tlu: state off icial.s, and I 

d~n' t kta'QW 1.tihethex th e Attorney Geae.ra.1 was. there 

o.r no·t, btlt I saw local p·olice off i cia1 ·s, Dominick 

Spina and ;otb-e.r.s.. I returned. to the arm .ory a.bou.t 

five, a nd .I had . a se-rie .s o.f briefings from the 

S ta. te P 01:i c·e and Nat .i o n,al. Gu:a.rd • At that t iri1e I 

was . in touch with my .office aad we were talking 

about theae eme:rge:nc.y orde1ts ., wl1i:ch i.s the ne.xt 

th.ing te martial law~ It is a ,cconmit.)d.f.tted t.tn.der b u: 

(:;merge .ney statut.Et$ here .~ I !lave eop,ies of all of 

these or4er .s. Th.ese we.re filed~ l believe, in the 

eve '.n.i~g of fr i~ay. They es ta.bl ished a cu;cf ew. 

They closed sal.tH:>ns and tavern .s. They made sever a 

other p .r .oviscio ,as. Th.ey w,ex .e p·repared by Marilyn 

S.chau ,er 0.f the · Attorney GeneJ::al •s O:f fic .e,. a :nd 

.a3sistant counsel to m:e, Fi.rm.an :Pemple ton , .. and 

Sta.nLey Va.n Ness; and I think we fiJ .. ed this 

declaration of e,me.rgency about nine-thirty. 

The:n B.ob a.l.\rlmardt cam~ dewn to acc .ept 




