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JOHN W, SBMITH

called as & witness, duly swom, testified ae followast

EXARIBAT IOR
By Mr, Jaffe:
] br. Smith, the Compission spprecistes your
- ecoming down here on & voluntary besis. We have only two
questions that we would ask you. Under the rules that

the Commission adopted in going inte the incident the

10 |

first question is your full nape and eddrescs and your

- oecupation im July of 1967. The second guestion would

be & narrative in your own words as to the events that
transpired on the night you were errested in July, 1967.
The rule that the Commission

adopted in going into the
ineident becsuse of the possibly pendency of other matters
is that no questions would be asked by the Commigsion
members, but you would be free to give us your explanation
of what happened.

Is that understood, eir?

A Yes,
..The full neme is John ¥illiaw Swith eurrently residing
at 47 South Street. During the night of the incident I
®as empluyed 8s & taxi cadb ériver,

Relative to the incident, I had pleked up this woman

|| passenger in the vicinity of City Hospital, and she wag o
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Rer way over to the Wesquahic section. I took Sixth

Btreet south over to Fifteenth Avenue, As I recsll, it

wes & rather slow night, It was sosewhere between nine-

| thirty or eleven-thirty, sowewhere between those hours I
| woure think. Anyway, I pleked this lady passenger up in
| the wielmity of City Hospital, snd I was coming over Sixth

| Btreet to Fifteenth Averu, Yhen I arrived at Fifteenth

Averve I wade a right tum, and i» paking the tum I saw
this police car double-parked at the corver of South
Beventh Street and Fifteenth Avenue, Vell, Fifteenth
Avenue 18 a major thoroughfare, but I we them the
courtesy of a pigmal anyway, and then I passed and in the

'M‘ﬁw I was given & simmal to stop. So I pulled over.

- There wea a vacant gpace right at the intersection

|| of Seventh Street and Fifteentn Avenue, so I pulled ints

the vacant space. The police car pulled along side, and

|| be aske¢ for the 1icense and reglstration, Oo I got the

license and the registration, snd I pave them to him and

(| ssked him what happened. He sald I popped em intere
i|'seetion. I sm1d, "X don't see how Because you were
2| gouble-parked and I thought you were working end I Just

wade u noymal pess.” 8o he satld, "No, no, this vehicle

‘turn me on, T Just told him, T seld, "o ahead and ¢o
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| Yesult with his fists, eo he looked down in the car some
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what you want to do,” you kmow. Bo he evidently beceme
incensed about this because he Jumped out of the police
car and snatched the door opem snd told we to get out
because I was under arrest. Then he insulted the passen~
ger and told her to get the hell out of the car because
I was under nrrnt;

So he put we in the dback of the prowl cer and called
snother car to come pick up the ceb. 2o we sit there in
the car and wait for the other police car to come. 8o
they came and said they would take cars of the cad and
then we procseded to the Fourth FPreecinet.

So as he started off and made his turn and started to
the precinct, them one of the policemen that was sitting
i in front, he tumed around on his knees on the front gest
| and he started punching on me, 8o the other policeman
II that was driving, he satd, "No, don't let out on him.”
| T assume he meant By that not to beat him up, He said,
| "No, no, this badby is mine.” Bo then he proceeded to

punch on me. He d1dn't seem to be getting the desired

 Place and got his nightstick and then he started using his
nightstick on me, 350 I held up my hand to try to protect

| By face, snd then he jabbed me in the groin with the stick,

| 8o then I fell over on the flsoor in the back of the cay

Hm the two seats and starting throwing up.
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So when we got to the police station then they started
to dragging Be out of the ear end started dragging me down
the street because I ¢ouldn't walk because of this intense
pain, you know, where he Jsbbed me with the stick., 8o I
couldn’t walk because of that intense pain, So they drug
me out of the cay md started dragging me down the street.

Some of the citisens in the ecspmunity, they said,

"You dom't have to drag him like that,” I heard seversl
sther volces say, "You could at least carry him in.”
Aftey this sutburst fm- the cltizens then somweone picked
up wy feet and they carried me in the station,

¥hen I got inside the station it was probably some
kind of room or something. I don't know, I &m not toe
familiar with the interior. Anywey, in this room they
ves Joined by about saven or eight a'%mﬁ. about ten of

thex, and they started kicking and punching me, and this

went on for & lengthly period of time, Finally they drug
me in & cell and they started punching on me in there,

| and one of the officers stuck his hand down in the toilet
stool and threw that horrible polluted water all over my

| face, and then they were still striking we snd one shoved
| my meas over the toilet howl and one of the fellows in

| the car struck me on the head with the gun butt. Then he
struck me again with snother blunt imstrument on the yight
| ssse.
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Bo after they finished their ssdistic party they
finally locked the cell snd left, and so & 1little later
R some citizens group came in end persusded them to let
them see we. Sp after they let these people in there
they asked me if I was hurt or if I needed to ses & doctor,
1 told thes I think they have ceved in my ribs. 8o they
requested that I go to the hospital,

. They took me over to the Beth Isreel Hospital, snd
over there during the course of examination end Lrestment
they found out that my ribs was caved in end thers was
sther intemal injuries. Bo at that point the doetor
taped up this side and they brought me back down to the
stationhouse down town, and I ew still going to the doctor
for treatment from the injuries that rescited as 2 result

| of the beating and this torture in the precinet,

AN LILLEY: Is there anything else
you would care to say, Mr, Swith?
“y o THR WITNESS: That's sbout it X would think.
- CHAIFMAN LILIEY: Thank you very much,

cane dem e (Witness excused)

vy WILLIAM A, MERCER, JR,

| ealled as & witness, duly sworn, testified as followss

4 A2 & % WSyt Be Diandea




