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II "Ea rl y settle r s ca.me to nob ody. They h ad to go on 

t heir own. Soon t h ey org anized the Polish community and 

bu i lt t he St. St anisl aus Church on Bel mont Ave. This i a s. 

th eir fir s t settle ment." 

The ne xt settle ment was i n the Iron bound district. 

Fro m the Ironboun d and from Bel mont Avenu e meny of the Pole s 

move d out i n the direction of I r vin gton. In Irvington they 

hav e t he ir o\n colony. 

Ver y few Polish chil dr en a tt end Polish schools, 11900 

fam i l ies be lon g to Irv in gton.Only fifty of t he ir ch ilr en a t

t en ded Polis h school t h e l a st ye a r. 11 

"Pole s don't ha ve an y more difficulty wit h t he l ang
.,. 

u a~e th an any ot her forei gn gfu p . I ha ve an editor who ha s 

been in t h e United St a t e s only t h r ee yea r s and he speak s a nd 
~ 

writes Engl ls h bett e r th an a lot of Americ ans." 

On t he role of the s aloon, Mr. Wesolo wski vehement

ly de nied th a t the Poles in 1912 ha d only the s aloons to go 

t o f or rec rea tion. He sa id th a t t hey ha d t h eir church, t he ir 

Polish Falcon halls and t heir Polish educ a tional hall. He 

adde d t h a t t h e Poles ha d t he ir Polish movie hou se in 1915. 

The Polonia Th ea t r e a t Court a nd Bel mont Avenue. 
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He decl r ed t h t Pol es do not hol d on to t heir money 

bu t sp end their money f r eely and a re well- known for th eir ho s

p italit y and le ave all their money in this country. They like 

to enjoy t hemselve s . 

Some of t he add iti ona l infor mation he ga ve me 

follo wi ng : 

s the 

There were no church ad justments nor church conflicts. 

All Poles a re devout Roman Catholics. 

"The re a son some people think Poles got into fights 

and br oke bottles is because Russians, Ukr ainians, and other 

Slavs who were re sponsible for these acts were called 11Polaks 11 

and Hunkies" for whom the 1 Poles. took the blame. Th e se _grou p s 

were bitter enemies of the Poles, The Liths wer e also their 

ene mies." 

He said it was untrue that Poles·h a d been more di spo~

ed to war d Poland than America. He sa id Poles had al way~ pl~c

ed America . f irst in t he ir mind and he a rts. Me decl ~r ed t ha t 

a Polish-Americ an Club with 1l+QQ members existed in 190 2. In 

1393 there was a Polish-American Club (Rep ublic an). Johnny 

W. Jurkoko wski wa s the he ad of it. 

"Becau se of Americ a niz a tion Polish schools did not 

meet with much success." 

I had informed Br. Weslowski that I had been t the 

Joh ns on employment a gency. When he le , r ned this he said 

th a.t they wouldn't give me an hone st picture of the Polish 

people. He decl ared t ha t the head of the age ncy was more for 

Hitler than he was for Poland. Ir. Weslowski h ad a violent dis

like of Jews. 




