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mpr essions of Case# 4. 
Si n oh O•Har 

=/I: 12. 

Mr. 4 has shown munohi intere•t in the progress of our survey. He willingly 

sa crifioed valuable time to discuss matters relating to the tolish community. 

He is a dootor b y profession. · Mr. 4 is solidly built - about five feet 

eleven inohes tall - with broad shbulders and ~ighs ~bout 180 puunds. 

Many of our conversations dealt nainly with Poles in politics, leads for 

t he survey in contacting prominent Polish organ-izations, and opinions on inter

national events • 

.Any son, in the communities of the various national groups, that suoceeds 

in :thw either the medical or legal profession, :t&xwxp•Itw:itxtmxi:i:rwxx:,xxtwxwtxxx 

is looked upon as an authority on· fll sugjeots. In his opinion there is one 

thing that has oreated at little disappointment among some of the Poles. He does 

not live up to the standard of the" Pan _" ( landlord gentleman) in employing 

a oook, a maid and assistan:os in his office.. His wife does the cooking, answers 

the phone and replies to the doorbell. In Poland, a doctor would lose all his 

preatige and would show futile aooomplishments if he did not have servants in 

his hire. 

Mr. 4 feels that he has hardened the Poles to his way of liveing and that 

this matter is .not referred to him as often as it has been in the past years. 
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CASE HI STORY OF A PROMI NE T OLE. 

Any request for a @iographical sketch is both ix:tzzzx±iNgxx:axxx.x 

fl a tte rin g and embar aasin g . I am. at a loss to deter mine wha t may be 

of in t erest to e.nyone el se. Perhaps so me of t he i te ms mentio ned may be 

of so me signif ic an ce as an eX})ression of adjust ment s or re a ctio ns 

to surround i ng tre nds and forces. 

Fat her came to _merica as a youn g immi g r ant fro m t he for mer 

11_ustr i an section of Pol and " za chmebe m " ( for bread) Just before t he 

_ 2nish erican War. His d es tination was the ru nd out section of 

__ i n s to n , . • Y., whe r e a village pa l, a t ai lor, had p receeded him . 

Fathe r ' s choice lay bet we en the brickyards along the Hudson, or cut

tin g ice in the ri ve ro He chose the lattero During the SU1Tu."11er it was 

r e ove d fro m the huge ice- hous es, loaded ·upon barges and towed to 

_ ew York Ci ty. 

r 

Fathe r married soono Mother came to America at the age of t wel ve. 

with he r mother and step-father. Grandmonther is still livin g , my 

mother died in 19220 Mother quickly learned English, sp oke it flu en tly 

ad without a trace of accent. AS children we spol e ng lish at home 

with mother , but only Polisp with father. 

I was born in Ki ngs ton Sep t. _29, HWO, delivered by an unlicensed 

midwife and my arrival not duly r ewarded for posterity in the off i cial 

r eco r ds, much to my subse quent annoyance. APparently t her e were so me 

doubts as to my survival, for contrary tocdstu rne, I was pr omptly 

Christened the fol l owin g day in the local Polish church. 

\"[hen I was a year old father heard of bett e r pay in ewark and we 

moved xklK to th e Ironbound section. Father work ed durin g my boyhood 

as a moulder, wven where he_ risked a business v enture in acquiring 

a grocery store when I was about six or seven. Mother mana ge d the store, 
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Q9.s e History # ~ a e 2. 

with so me as s ist a nce fro m f a th er afte r workin g a t the found r y. The 

store had some old stock ( I still re member sur r eptitiou s ly dis osing 

of packages of shredded cocoanuts) , th e nei ghborhood was Ger man at 

t he time. The s t ore was d i s posed of at a loss aft er a yea r . 

_ s · .. rt e s cr..ool at the Hamburg Place Public School ( subsequently 

cha nged to Wilson ye. during the War). The first day was a 

disap p ointme nt. Teacher tackled readin g - no mo~ly- cod dl ing. It was 

xm-n:tx:&:mkn about" A kid, a kid, I bou ght for two pieces of oney". 

I quickly memorized it and was ter r ibly disappointed when readi ng 

s t opped wit h the boy just in front of me. I spent three years the r e 

~nd retain only two impressions I~x~xxixi~i~x fairl y vividly, one of 

no subs e que nt consequence, the second a class in drawin g wherein I 

ac be ived a cray on dr awing forth an apple as the main feat ur eo Since 

I t ran sferred to a p arochial school for the rem a inder of my ele mentary 

work thi s re mained a frustr ation until about twenty-five ye a r s later 

when I deve lo p ed an adult desire to dabble in water-colors and smudge 

ev er ythi ng with p astel. 

.,· 

St. Casimir's paroc h ial school was a new school. Classes were 

rat her disor gan ·zed nd mixedo Two grades were simult ane ously- conducted 

in my cl ass . I pas. ed three years in St. Casimir's. 

A cha nge of p a sters occured in 1913, my parents were ur ged to send 

me to a newly or ganized prep school, St. John Eanty College in Erie, Pa. 

This was acco mpllshed throu gh the assistance of a scq.olarship. The 

cour se was five years - more on the Austri an model app roxi matin g th a t 

of the Gymnazium curriculum, with five years of Latin, three of Greek, 

Po lish~ fi ve, mathe matics through trigonometry, Ger man f or t h r ee , his tory 

f ro!JlB an cient to u.s . and .nglish, cour se s in z oolo gy, bot any, che mi s try 

a nd physics. uite a dos e in co ar is on with the usual pulp or hi gh 

sc hool cour se . cour se s in English and American l i terature were very 
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tho rou gh . Sub s e quen t coll ege wor k a t t he Univ e s ity of Penn a . i n t his 

br nch d id seem l ike th e p r overbial" fr e sh a i r " cou rses . Gr a du at e d 

in 19 18 . 

Enter ed Un iv er si ty of Penno coll ege cours e of t hr ee yea rs . Detour e d 

to the Univ ersity of Pa ris for one yea r, t hen r e tu r ned to s chool arid j ob 

i n Phil adel phi a, whe r e I en t red th e Templ e Uni versi ty School of 

' edi ci ne. 

Fir st ye ar i n Phila. I be come attac he d a s part ti me wor ke r a t t he 

S i t hwark Nei gho~rhood House for classe s i n English and Amer i caniz a ti on 

work . Bec ame a resident for last s i x yea r s i n Phila. and di d var ie d 

so ci al wor k in the even in gs, subse quen tly managing a Men ' s Clu b. Varied 

an d i nt e r esti ng ex p erie nce s on South Phila. river front. iia d fr equen t 

opport un ities for speakin g . 

larri ed Irene------- of Phila. upon graduation, t he n inter ne d at 

St . _iehae ls hos p i tsl, Newark, with sev e r a l months resi dence in Es s ex 

~t . Sen etorui m for t he tu gercular and Esse x County Isolation Hosp it al. 

At t he en d of 1928 entered into private practice of medici ne a s 

a gen er al p r actitioner mn the Ironbound section in a Pol i sh nei ghbor

hood. Start en cour agi ng , but t he dep ression has acut e ly af f e ct ed t he 

nei ghborho od an d a l l busin es s and p rof essions in it. 

Bec ame ac ti ve i n po litic al and soci al or ga niz ationso I nstru ment al 

in or ganizin g all Poli sh societies into a Central Corrunitte e of olt sh 

s oc ie ti e s. Act ed as Presi de nt for several yea r s. Initiated coo pe r a tion 

wi t h ~he Ironbound Council of scho ol, social and gover nment al age ncie s. 

Act i ve t hr ou ohout Essex County with ot her Polish grou ps. Organ ize d 
Pul ask i 
Rmiizk -emori al Observ ation in 1929, subsequently copied an d e nl a r ge d 

in scope. Art ex hibit in Newark Museum in 1929. 

Polish .Arts Club of .i:'ew J ersey or ganized with re gular me ·tings at 

t he Grif f ith uditoriurn for Polish cultural activities with arts and 

mu s ic. 
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Unsu cce s sful v entur e into politics i n 1934, but s ubse que ntly 

el e cted i nto th e 1. 39 N.J. Leg isl atur e bn t he Republic an tic ke t. 

Chara ct eriz ed i n a ~ewark Led ger editori a l as showin g " i nde pend nee 

nd i nte lli ge nt interest in l abo• and social qu e stions." 




