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I was born in Newark , July 24, 1911 . The day I was bor n my fatbPr , who was 

re~ai r ing shoes at the time , the news rea chAd him that it vra;s a boy , he drop ped 

the shoes and bought my sisters new shoes . Being the only boy born i n th 

2nd the le.st . When very young I was always si ck . But I tu.rnPd ou t to be quite ,. 
healthy t oday. When si ~ year s old, my mother ~asse d away durin e the flu 

epidemic. Therefore, I was broueht up by my fathe r and 4 s isters . And I beli eve 

they dorie a good jo b • 

. i\.ttended Morton Stree t gra:rnmer school f 1·om which I graduated . In my schoo l 

days I was very active in all events . I was as ~istant chief on the po lice fo rce . 

Belonged to the 11J-ti.st For Boys Drarnati v Club 11 or ganized tby the Newark Evening 

News~ I always managed to ge t onP. of the leading par ts . 

After finishing grammer scho cl I went to Ess ex County Boys V0 cational 

School. During that time the school or ganizf'ld. a student council body similar 

to the Commissioners i n Newark. Bach denartm ent had a head, such a s Police, etc . 

As as"istant camnaign manager for a school chum, who \'las ele cted on that body, I 

be came by ap~ointment , Deputy Commissioner of the Police force . We held court 

every afternoon. It was my job to pena lize the vari ~us comolaints , such as­

sweeuin g the school ~rounds, pi cki ng u~ papers and ca.sh fines . After my second 

year at Vocational I was made shop fo reman in the cla.s~ and held that till thf' 

finish. 

Finish i ng Voca tional school , seein g my buddies havin g cash i n thei r pockets , 

had en urge to go to work , which was my big mistake . Started to work as an 

errand boy for the A and. P . I got a very small salary . Later, wa.£1 made a cl erk. 

Having worked for them three years , my salary still very small , I was r-;i ven ihe 

op--oortuni ty to work for the Ferry Hat Co. in Ne,.rar k. Starting at the bottom, learned 

practically all there is to know ~·n hatt1·ng . Aft f 
.1; er a ew years Mr. Charles 
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Ferry, Pr e sident, called me in his office and askf' d me if I would care to ea rn 

one of the most imnortant branches in the hatting l ine , dying . Being thri le d 

at the c.ance , was sent to scho ol in New York run by the National A a.line & Dye .,., 

Co. with my expenses pa id plu s a salar y . Studied there for six months . 

On my rf' -urn was -put in cha.rge of th e Dying Bepar tmen t with about 30 men 

under me. Having quite a diffic~lt job , I had to work late hours including 

Sundays, to straighten out my formulas . 

Thin _s were runn in g along fine . 

Business drouoed considerably , plant went i nto recPivership and was closed 

down. 

I was out of work for about 3 weeks . The plant was taken over under a 

new manager, hiring their own crew of for emen, had to go to work as a starter. 

Havin~ alw ays made p retty good money, and gro wing into manhood, married a 

very charming girl , Mary ------ - -, from I rving ton , who came fr om an excellent 

family . I ope ned up my omi apartmen t and was very happy . Durin g these years 

, being always in terested in some Polish organization , one in particular -
our 

- Sonsx and Da.ughtf'rs Of Poland • Having a newspaue r of my: own, I was made busin ss 

manager . This news-paper has rect"ived many conroliments , not only from the Poles 

in U.S.A . , but in Eurone. It was pu t on display in Warsaw durinP, th Po i sh 

Youth C
0
wress ther e i n 1931. Mr. A. Gore ls1d. , who was th Pres ident , was ~ent to 

this Congre ss by the Republic of Poland . 

This orgrni zati on, ha ving grown c onsiderably , planned on e,cpandi i n NPwnrk 

where it was or ~anized . r . Gorelaki , with many assoc:i, tes, i ncludin m;it sPlf , 

gpent many a nie;ht or ani ztng other gro11 sin NewJersfly, such Rs F.1iza.beth, Hillsid~ 

I rvington and Nutley . I was transferred to the Irvington ,o-rowp, whPre I liveid at 

th e time. Was Plected PresidPnt after its second year in exi tence and held the 

office for two years. 

Durin g the two yPars, having been instrumental in nutting t 
~ ou a little ~amphlet 
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of our 0\1Il known as " The Crys tal II includin g all ac tivities and reports of v8 .rious 

members, good and bad - were pu t in . After some time I joined the Irvin t on 

Falcons, which a.a a nn.ti nally known or ganizatio n. Was made treasure r and hola. thRt 

jo b till this day. 

Being very active i n political circles and very popular with the women. I n 

1938 was asked to anagPd the Pol ish Fal cons camp in Summerville , N.J ., leaving 

the job I 1:teld a t the ti me, accepted this -oosi tion not realizing that it wa.s a 

summer job .. 

After the see.son was over , I wa.s out of work for three da.yse Was asked to work 

as custodian of the P 
0

1ish Falcon Club - 28'1 New York Aven.eu., Newark , which I am 

now located . 

In this buildin g, we rent halls for various affairs , such as weddings, pa~ties , 

meeting s, et c. Having see n many di fferent ty pes of many different peoppe, not only 

have to ' be a bartender . One must know how to treat di ffern.t ty-pes of people . At 

times it is very boring and ye t one must contend wi th this o I now live in E. 0 ange 

with my wife and sister and brot hPr- i n - law . 

The ~olish eople today are more ~atr iotic than hapµened in t _e years uast . 

Aiways bein g ve ry thrifty and good sports - it seems they have chan ged considerabl y 

due to the cri ~is of war . They do not blame the war on the German peep e , even 

th oufh they fowht wi,th t hem many time s . This blame is pu t on the ht:iad.s of the 

German and Polish Goverment. I feel that the 'People have been sold-out 1 (Do not 

quote me on th i s .) They were always good warrio r s , and sti l arr , and I belive 

Pole.nd will rise again ju.st as s trong as she has been before. And if theyj o --­

will peepare thems elves _ more s t r ongly for such events as thes. 




