
?JR. RUCKI' & SCRJ!J>BOOK. 

Submitted By Sinch O' Har 

,.'\s yet .. no ta.ict has bee 11 IIRde available that wlll teach a.rr-J willing student 

e pre r e qu i si t es for becoming a politician. 

lli\tu r nl l y t o so ne people. 

'.C he requirements seem to come 

•-lr . Y illia.m A. Rucki, a responsible leader of the Polish American Democrats 

in s ex County .. is a man developed from the ranks of the conunon people. Today, 

:_e a ssumes qu ite a.n important role in determi ning the way Poles will cast their 

TI:\tes. i'riems of Mr. Ruc k i admit th a t he does not know how to perform the 

intr ic at e funct ions of government. He can not be called a political philosopher and 

~ nei th er can he be characterized as an intelligent nan. He is rot an 

inde pe nd e nt thinker in the sense that his influance is the type that helps foruualt 

pol i cy . ·tor can it be said that he represents a particular trend or tendency in / 

~ e Der..,ocrati c Party. 

noug h ""'r. Rucki has held responsi ~le govermnent posi t ions, someone else, 

oeh :.r.d the scer..es, did the real thingi ,ng for him. The political perspective was 

put &own before r Rucki a~~ had to follow it - or else\ 

Mr • Ruc k i we.s extremely pleased and flattered when nomina.ted for government 

o f f i ce• Reliable infol'JJ'l8.t1on, received from influential Poles of the sa~ polit!i cal 

party , stat es that r. Rucki was nomirated for these government positions or:ly when 

ee r tai n de feat 1'18.S expected. The Polish people, he was told, must have represe ~ tion-

• ar__d y o a.re the only logical person that oan be given the job." His ego was 

br bed - a nd the Polish residents were still left wit hout real representation. 

• Ruc kS.' s scrapbook, from 193·6 through 1938 ~ is not co mplete in describing 
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his entire political career. Any newspaper item that carried his name wa s clipped 

a nd filed indiscriminately with no consid eration given to dates or the !13Wspaper 

/ from which the item was taken. There was no ad herenoo to c onaequtive order. In 
1 

other wor ds, it was a slop-up job. 

The smiling, good mtured photograph of' lrlr. Rucki, strikes a pleasant intro- · 

duotion to his scrapbook. "Our Next Sheriff, Willia.m Ao Rucki, Democrat, An Honest 

And Courageous Friend Of The Tax-Payer,' boasts a campaign ciroulaxA that proba b ly 

makes Mr. Rucki beam with pride, for he has chosen this pa•ee out of his collec t io n 

to be put in a conspicous spot on the inside front cover 0 

Mr. Rucki has discovered o~ thing - that politics in America is much differ ent 

than the political warfare that has strifed the Polish nation inter1-ally for ~ny 

years. In Poland, the aristDOrats, le.~dlords and the "Pans" , have for generations 

handled the functions of the ~overmnent. Worse yet, for these positior_s were ~ 

handed down from generation to generation - from father to son - and when other 

officials were necessary they were selected from immediate relatives. A peasant or 

worker, or a.xv man of the people, could never eeceive any politically worthwhile " [ 
· wwit~ -

orrice. There wer~ so me elements, however, that were able to cwsh the ruling 

government in power by 8.l'll'.£jd force a.rd set up their own dictatorship 0 But they 

were not elements from the peopleo PHsudski is, an outstanding example 0 By dis-

guisir.ig himself e.s a friend of the worker ( he was one of the leaders of the Polish 

Social Democratic Party ) he waa wable te build hp a small army that was to take 
I 

over power duri ng the period of a gover:r:ment crisis following the world war. His 

government oe.n hardly be distinguished from those groups that rule lt aly and 

Germany today. 

The political ~chine in Poland had to be armed ard the iron fist~~ 

if the gro up in 
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power wanted to keep ito In America, a club roqm, a fevr excursions for the kiddies, 

r::£ oocasioral ~ee beer arddandwiches, toget her with a few extra dollars for votes on 

election day , will get j:ou into public office - with no lives loato 

fhe scrap book does not include news items of ~r. Rucki 1 s political life prior 

to 1935. It ca.mot be said that he wasn't active in politics before tha t date, for 

he had already served a term as a State Assemblyrnantroni Esse:x: County and was active 

in many of the local election cnnpaigns 0 The idea probably origirated fro m one of 

his co-vrnrkers, who assumed the responsibility in gathering the rraterialo 

An interesting f'f'!atur e, if the ,scrapbook reflects the real standard, is the 

lack of publicity he received from the looal Polish press in comparison to the 

l O great deal of attention the local English press has given himo Whatever reason 

can be at t ributed to this contra.diction, . one thing is certain, that it has rot 

undermined his popularity among the Polish voters. 

Mr 0 Aucki has easily adjusted himself to the streamlined teohnit4ue of American 

politics. It is a tradition of ward politicians to organize and ffnance olubs 

bearin g their riur.eso This procedure is moessary in order that the individual 

may become an integral force in the life of tm comnuni t;y o These clubs very of'ten 

produce excellent sport tee.ms, t hereby winning hundreds of fans and rooters, and 

more import a ri; - increasing the popularity of the standard bearer. The largest 

neighborhood socials and d.a:lces are usuallJ sponsored by such orga.nizatio i s. 

On the ""i&it of Nove~ber _ 12, 1935 1 a:f't:;er muoh p r e l ii.1inary oa ~w a s s il.'\; a nd 

0rganizational work, five hundred Ironbound residents met to organize the 

WILLIAM A RUCKI ASSOCIATION, I~. A few months later the wives and daughters 

of the male nembers were organized into a Ladies Auxiliary. Mr. Rucki, was 

apparently pleased at the response the club receive(}: for on June 17, 1936, 

bought a building on 28 Houston Street, Newark, that formerly housed a Russian .. 
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Orthodox Churcho The building was turned into a clubhouse• A bar, mod rn shuffle• 

boards, euspidors ani a nickleodium have replaced the sanctum of holy relics. 

Mr. Rucki, together with other dignitaries of the Democratic Party, spoke at 

a testimonial dirme1· in ho~r of Rohn Bushi11ski, and Ironbuu:nder, who was appointe 

a Deputy U.S 0 .llil.arshal. The dim'13r was held someti me in Octo oor, 1935, e.nd over 

600 people attended. 

An item dated .bovember 13, 1936, states that a ~. William A Ruckiwas acted 

as chairman for the Annual Bazaar held by St. Casimir' s Church. Tbis,evidently, 

is Mr. Ii.ucki• s real name shorten ed for easier pronunciation. 

l~ t h ing worth mentioning interrupted Mro Rucki' s routi~ fro m October 1935 

to April 5, 19360 Mr. Rucki's religious activity has won him the prestige of bei ng 
~ J... 

one of the outstandin g laymen in the Catholic community• So much so t hat on April 5, 

1936, lilr. Rucki was scheduled as the main speaker in payir..g triblte to Msgr. 

Knappek , pastor of St. Casimir' s Church, at a collUlllnion breakfast cere moey. The 

items indicated that he never shirked respo nsibility in taking leading p1.rt s i n 

a.rra. r1gir.g church affairs. Again, on October 16, 1936, Mr. Ruoki was appointed 

as one of the co-chai~n in arrari.ging a church bazaar that would last from October 

17 through the 26th. 

St 0 Casimir' a Church has managed to imrelve Mr. Rucki to work on a committee 
7 

for e:ny impor ~ant affair, or as a spekker at one of the large meeti ngs or lunc he oiw. 

Eis influe nce and abiJ.i ty in swiriging his club Lo· support church affairs usually 

turned into profits and important co n tribu t ions t o t he upkeep of the church. 

Mr . Rucki has rever won the honor of b eing accused of being an inter e sting 

speaker. lie is not a person well versed in any pa.rtioualr field who cnn be 

expected to delight guests at a luncheon with ta.las of' adventure or persoral 
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exploits. Yet, he is listed as the main speaker for ma.nyJD. meetings of Polish 

orga nizations. D Unfortu nately, the press does not mention the topics he spoke 

on, nor is he ever quoted on any phase of his ta.lkso 

One of ~. Rucki' s many acco mplishments that will evoke excited and enthusiastic 

coIIl!OOnt s, is his interest in childrens' band.so ( This is explaired in more detail 

I ~ in a perso nal i11terview .) Ea.ch year, Stft Casimir' s Church has on its claendar 

of socie..l events a Military Ball organized by the churoh' s Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps. 

Other organizations sponsoring Junior Bands are invited to pa.rticipe.te. The Second 

Annual Military Ball, held April 7, 1936, had the active assistawe of · 'lro Rucki 

who was honorary co-chatt:men. 

What can be terned as the "bi g day" in the life of 1Jilliam rtuoki was the 

testimobial dinner given him by the Allied Polish Democratic Clubs of Essex C ~.mty, 

May 28, 1936, at St. Casi.mir 1 s Hall. Thirty of Newark(s leading political fi e;u~es, 

from .lillayor Ellenstien to former Mayor Charles Po Gillen, headed the list as 

honorary members of the arrangerne nts committee ·. FoJ o Pietrucha, a close associa t e, 

of Mr. liucki, whose name will appear in many of the articles relating to Mr. hucki' s 

a.cti vity, was toast master. Three hundred and fifty rnighbors, firends, political 

leaders a nd what have you---- attended the occasion. One item relates (May itl,1936) 

" Mr . hucki has had a comrrendable career not only in politico but in work 

BJ.nor.gst the Poles. llis funeral home is the meooe. of downtown Poles seekine; advice 

i n various n:l.tters and also financial help." Twelve items appeared in the press 

relating to this affair. The releases issued by the committee in char ge had the 

same wording. This dinrer was to wpen up new prespects for the future political 

aspiratio ns of Mr. h.ucki. In the XID:x«llKlli:X vernicular of politicians, Mr. Rucki 

was being II groomed " for " somet h ing big"• 

\ I 
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- n artic le dated June 6, 1936, specialized in personal incidents occuring 

a. he ucki di nne r. One of the speaker s , Reverend Stachowiak, es.id he would 

s ea in t he language of the "Angels". lie spoke Hol ish. The kirrl Fathe r, tried 

.eh ,w, to symbolize Mr. Rucki with the "Angels". The item further rela t...es :• 

at .her Sta ch owi ak may be termed the Polish tather CcA1ghlino What a politicianl " 

embers o f the .1.~ewark City Commission were chastised for being "conspioous by 

t eir ab senc e." However, the other gentlemen fr~m both parties seeki ng\\iec t ion 

we- r esent . l}1e item ends with II It was a good old fashioned ba.uiuet for a 

od o_d f riend, William A Ruoki." 

Th e p ·edict ion for the purpose of the di nner was a correct one, for t h ree 

·terns dat ed June ~9, 1936, inform us that Mr. Rucki is an alter nate delegate to 

t :i.e emoc ratic Na:t io r al C O?Nention, to be held in Philadelphia ,4as presented 

with e. t raveling bag by a group of his admirers o Mr, Ruoki was acco mpanied 

by is se cretary, Stephen Jo Stein, and was scheduled t8 relffl.in there a week. 

A humorous article in the Newark Ledger of June 23, 1936, describes the 

eeca.pades o f 11r. h.ucki at the Convention. While waiting in line at least an hour 

C " f r h i s a drniSsio n tickets to the onvention, good-:mtured" Rucki was approac hed 

wit th e ol d confidence gag by a smooth artist. " Just a minute, sir," JUIJCmtS 

~ Ruck i was tol d , " I'm afraid a mistake has been made 0 You were given too 

ar iy ti cket s, Let me see them please• '.i: 
hank youo•••• Sure enough ••• ~ ••• Here.o. 

.. ere ' s all y ou'll need, I 1 11 return the rest; we're running short." Another item 

ppearir 1i J ure 26, 193 6 , states the though Mr • .liuoki ~e fleeced of his tickets 

expe r i e nce s ubstantiates his ge1ieroeity with the 11g~" boys. 

/ 
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I t must be said that t he affairs staged by the Aucki .1:1.ssociation attrac ·ed 

good sized crowds. An excursion, July 31, 1936, brought out five hundred people 

7cJ in a boat ride up the Hudson h iver. Mayor Ellenstein e.cted on the honorary 

conunittee • 

C. 

An item, August 3, 1936• declares the appointment of .Mra Vlm. Ruc k i by C,'i. ty 

Clerk Ricqenstein to a city job of sub-registrar - a person who is a.uth1111i.zed 

to issue burial pernti. ts at any tine. 

·.i:he Rucki Association baseball team did not have a very suc cessful season. 

An article of August 1936, ai:XK laments the fact that Rucki is not pulling for 

his boys but is spending hta time enjoying a cool breeze at the sea•shore. 

A brief statement appeared August 15, 1936• to call to the pullic's attention 

that a liquor license has been issued to Mr. Wm. A0 J.~cki. 

,.7 

It looks like liucki is getting in trouble from what can be gat hered in a 

stvry of August 16, 1936. Mr. Rucki was ~iven the jou of taking burial care of 

the body of Edward Metelski, a murderer, electrocuted for killing a state trooper. 

The casket containirig the dead.m man's body was left open at the home of his 

parents so that relatives could view ito A state law prohibits the public f'roro 

viewing a body ki l led by the state. Rucki was brought before the ,authorities, 

and in his defense declared• " This is my first state busi ness anrl did not know 

the law 0 " 

The 1936 Presidential elections are nearing and a clipping of Saptember 

discusses some preliminary preparations being made by the Democrat;io Party 0 

Political leaders from the various na t ional groups were assig~d to plan oreani­ft zatione.l steps to win their peoples votes for th> Deoooratic oandidate. The 

following conimittees were appointed,. 

Polish,- illiam liucki; Captain S.A.Gutowski; Vincent Shultz and Theodore 

Suezi:nsk. 

\ 
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Negro:- J~ Bernard ~ohnson; Dr. Lloyd Gra inger and Mrs 0 Helen Polk of 

the hev. L.C.Love adf :Br. Arthur C0 Thornhill of Montclair. 

Jewish:- Louis ·weiss; Aaron Levins t one; Joseph Bohrer. 

Italian:- J • Victor D' Aloia; FeliX Forlenza arrl W illiarn Ringliano 0 

Newark; • 

?·.J' 
(~ 1'/_/ 

In li:r:e with these prop osals, lliro !\icki is goingt to have his organization 

concentrate on a recruiting drive. An item of Septemb&r 2, 1936, mentions the 

fact that "Mr. Rucki is offering $25.00 t o the person that recruits the most 

members." 

Other political onmidates of :tn:d Poliwh origin started to form organi~e.tions 

of their own to provide backing f@r the coming elections. In October 1938, Mr. 

Rucki was an invited chainnan for a dance spo nsored by the Frank K0 Pietruohe. 

Association. Mr. Pietrucha was one of the candidates for State Assembly. 

One of the larges Polish day celebrations ever staged in New Jersey was 

he l d in Perth Amboy, October 4, 19360 Mr. · ·ucki led the Bssex delegation in e.11 

~ auto ca.re.van. Secretary of Viar Woodring was the main speaker. .ililr • .o.ucki brought 

greetings, and e. few emra remarks, from l~ewark's roles. 

' ... 'v 

• 

October 25, 1936 - the Junior bands of all church organizations partici~ted 

in a Fife, Drum and Bugle Corps competition. Mr. Rucki axii Mr. Pietrucha were 

chairman of the committee in charge• 

An interesting article dated November 5, 1936 is worth quoting in f full :­

"For the first time in l~ew "'ersey a citieen of z} olish extraction will oaat and 

electoral ballot. 'l'his honor was b stowed upon William A. l{ucki• who was 

elected to the Electoral College Tueaday.H 

t J. 
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'rb.us ends Mr. Ruoki's scrapbook career for the years 1935 - 36. The 

Polish press, durin g th i s period, was more interest ed in giving attentio n to 

the church activity of Mr. ~oki than in dascribing his political achlh'e:ments. 

There is one newspa.per, however, backed by Polish business men, that appeared 

about this time. 'l'he pa.per was na:rr.ed the "Post" from scribbling that ap pea rs 

,/ over some of the items in the scrapbook. It was written entirely in English 

and devoted all its space to poli ti cal gossip in Polish circles. Its :main intent 

was to push prospective Palish candidates as well as vigorously seeking patronage 

for Poles in many important goveri»mrnt jobso 
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To open the new year in a gay mood, the Essex County Democre.tio Polish Clubs e.rrl 

the Polish Central Committee sponsored a banquet in Mr. Hucki' s honor, Jan 0 17, 1937. 

Immediately after the banquet Mr. Rucki left for -ha.shington to attend a reception 

given at the 1,hite h ouse in honor of the Presidential electors. 

A brief item, also dated Jan. 17, 1937, st~tes that .1111.ro Ruoki was elected 

leader of the Polish 11.marican ~mocratic Clubs• Inc. 

To add to his nany official poaitions in the varioua Or€;allizations, a.r. Rucki 

on March s. 1937, accepted the nomination for tre a surer of a committee selected 

J by the dii'ferent Polish societiee to plan an e.~·rd1rera•r:v ai'fair for Magro ~-ap ~ek, 

pastor of St. Cttsimir' s ohur ch 111 

In 1937, ~ewark was the se e m of a he d ic pol. \t ical campaign for the City ) 

6 ~ onmission elections. Though this election was important a:xa in the sense of I 

~ involving all the local polita.cie.l organizations, Mr. Rucki's group, f•., some I 

} 7 re ~son, wasn•t ve1·y active - agaim, using the scrapbook as the staulard• ) -~ m 

dated .lllle.rch 19, 1937, mentions the fact the ~ • Ruckibt inf(\uenced a resolution bein 

passed at the Uni t ed Popieh .American Democratic Clubs t0 .support the Democratio 

candids. r es for elec•ion to :;he City Conunissions 0 

IDn the :tJDauoad Jllla.roh 26, 1937 issue of the Newark Leadger a story was 

written about the life of "'J.r. Rucki. .i:le was characterized as one of the "Builders 

of .1."e; 1ark 11 and one of the '' most influential leaders of the Poles" 0 .Mi-0 Rucki 

was born in Frysztak, Poland, December 18, 1874. He came here in his early youth 

and worked as a hatter. He entered the Benourd Embalming Sohool in J."4ew ~-ork e.1il 

after completing the course, became the first Polish unllertaker in Newark. As a 
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State Assembly man Mr. Rucki wa~ instrumental in having a bill passed in the 

State Legislature to oornpel untertakers to take State exa.1ni~tions before they 

e nter ~ctice. The story goes on to describe the political career of ~r. 

Rucki and e:rn.unera.tes the many organizations that he is a member of. 

The Polish Krenika of pril 24, 1937, covered a di nner given in honor of 

Star.J.ey Po ' esslowski and said the affair was " reco gnition of the Poles in 

lrviI1gton". Sp:iakers emphasized the need of the Poles uniting to become a powerful 

political force • Mr. Rueki was o ·ne of the main speakers. 

April 26, 1937 - and agaiil1l ~r. Rucki a~ted as vice-chairman for the 3rd 

Annual Military Ball of St~asimir 1 s fife, drum and bugle corps. Twenty five 

drum corps competed from N. Jo , Conn. and No Yo 

!,,./ I 

The Rucki Association has planned a venture that was to bring that organization 

into a brighter limelight than ever beforeo ·on August 25, 1937 the Association planned 

a "Poor Kiddies Outing" t and, " Mr0 Rucki felt the problem of v rphan Kiddies in 

Ironbound have been overlooked for to long a period. Af'ter canvassing all business 

man and manufactures he raised a sufficient a.mount of money te take the matter 

into his own hands." The item further relates Rucki 1 s efforts in assisting youth 

through the various sport anf social activities organized by the Association. The 

affair was held in Hillside Grove • H1llside, and over 500 children attended 0 The 

item states" this work for youth i's given by that well loved leader of the Poles -

William A. Rucki.• 

The ~ewark Ledger 111 of Dec. 1937, in an article written by one of its 

Trenton correspo:r:rlants. had this to say," Governor Moore will ~t forg t patronage 

fly of Essex Polish leaders. .c.e has oorf'erred with William Rucki and others and 

sonething will come out of it 0 " 
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good ba g inning in starting the year 1938 with e.. bang for Mr, Rucki was the 

nor be st owe d upon hiII1 as the chief figure in th~ Annusal Military Ball of 

F ~t . Casimir's fife, drum and bugle corpsw held in the month ,of ebruary, 1938. 

~ . 'uc ki, as a char t er member of the corps, was preserrted with a Girt by Ms gr • 

.b.:i,:iappek. Twenty corps competed a.1:id Jylr O Ruuki distributed awards to the victors• 

fkx u vw)+xwlhaxa.tb.i:r~dmt·n·tm,x:nnud:DXJEC. Eight hundred people attended, 

br ea kir 1g all past records in affairs staged by the church. 

1938 was quite a busy year for Mr. Rucki. A glaring headlill@ of a local 

news.pa pe i ~ ,dated in .l.!arch.,1938 , said "BOOM RUCKI FOR SHER IFF'". Petitions 

were be ing circ u lated by Polish Democratio organizations to spaed Rucki 1 s candidacy. 

lliir. !I.Ueki, the item declares, has :made no commient. However, if enough pressure id. 

i s exerted., officials stated, ~r. Rucki will proavaly respond to the wishes of his 

fo ll owers. The story says that should r. Rucki decide to run, he will be slated 

on e.n indepement ticket • This has to be done in order to rebuke the Democratic 

me.chi ne for its ir£onsiderate attention on patronage to Poles. The aut hor of the 

st ory steLtes that political leaders will have plenty te worry about for n Mr. Rucki' s 

phila nt hropic work is well known am the people will vote fer him
0

11 

In anot ~er ite m D!lx dated March 1938, a political writer has 

t. is to s ay:- " One promise was that 48 hours after Morre's elected 

-overno r , Sta nley A. Gutlbwk.ki wdmld be placed in a resp onsible 

to sit ion. " Those to whom such a promise were made wer e sorely 

di aap pointed an d now began to challen ~e the Democrat ~c machine 

wi.th an i ndepen dent or ganization.:tkax The independents immedately 

a t out to have petitions si gned endorsing 11:1r Ruc ki' s candidacy, 

h-0pin g su ch a move would be sufficient pressure to have the 

mach in e meet their proposals. The same writ er also says:• The 
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ur os is to sp ank t he Democ atic magk:ba[ or ga ni zati on . 1 

s t ection , in whi ch the oles gave th e emocrats a 

m j rity , a ll romi ses r egard i ng pa trona ge were broien. ome 

l 's h emocrat.s , who sided with the i nd ep enden t s , wer e not 

t bel ieve t ha t r. Rucki would be succe s sful in t he 

1 ctions. The maiilm tactic was to build up a prote st vot e 

t t ke away fr om the re gular party candi da te so as to rove 

t ma hine that t h eir considerations should be met. 4 h e attack 

1 t e ole s was centered against Colnel William .1."elly, a le da er of 
~ 

e e cr at ic Party who often appeared on many platforms la ud i ng 

ki a s a leader. Col nel Kelly 1
·
1 is going to be in for a sever 

r e ke . ~e ha s not kept .his promise~.tt In es s ence, this divisi ons 

c uld ot be c aracterized as a political one. A division i n po li t ics 

meansdi ffe ~r ences in policy and ideals. This squab ble was mere l y 

a demand for recognition on the part of some Polish la wyers to be 

~i- en a portion of the good paying gover:riment jobs that wer e op en. 

:-ot a slOrd is mentioned as to how the p arty as .a whole can better 

t · e communi ty , or what can be done about such hi gh taxes, an~ the 

~any ot he r quest ions facin g the people generally. 

n articale appearin g in Uarch 1938 ra i sed more problems to 

annoy r. Ruuki. A group of indignant Poles in the Centr a l ommittee 

f Polish Societies felt slighted becaues they were not ask ed to 

1 art ici pate i n t he election of Rucki. Bt not bein g i nf ormed of the 

Yio Lana bein made th ey hestitated to give a full indorsem ent to cucki 

can -i da cy . owever, they j oined in the work of some committees and 

-- - - ' 
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r -. ed to s cuss t e entire matter at some future meetin g . 

Te fi r s t si x hundr ed s±~:e.x si gne d p etitions wer e t ur n ed 

n by the ucki ss ociati on , s ays an item of March 1938 •. !r. ucki's 

11 · s goi ng to bat" and the .or ganizati on is pre p ar ed to hand le 

11 eme enc ies th a t come up , and the present situati on is an erner ere 

r e ir st and ar d bearer. 

he f ol l owin g interestin g i t ern of ti arch 18, 19 38 is quoted in 

f ull:- " Th e ol on el i s on t e other side of the fence now. When 

i t ,as revealed last ni ght at a meetin g of the Central Committee 

, of . l i s h Dernocrattc Clubs in Essex County that five atte m ts to 
' I 

ol on el Wil J iam Kelly in connection with patrona g e for Poles /l s ee 

wer e un successful, a dele gation in the au di ence remarked-' This is 

no ti me to see Colonel Kelly. Ie's too busy tryin g to g et himself 

a ·ob .' 

Two Irish grou ps, the Murphy and Smith Associati ons, j oined 

.u cki 's campai gn by endorsin g him as their candidate at their last 

( meet i ng, st ates an iten for March 25, 1938. 

I n t he arch ij5, 1938 issue of"'fhe Postn a colu mn ap p eared 

l ea di ng with the Poles to unite at this crucial time and to sto p 

wr angli ng .F.J. Pi etrucha. President of the Cnetral Committe e of Polish 

t£:, emocr a ti c Clubs, was threatened with impeachment proceedin a s by th e 

7 oodr ow .ilson Dem0cratic Club. -No reason is g iven for this su dden 

.) 

sp lit. v· 
-- Q.~ 
~ n ~arch 26 , 1938, an item states that Rucki For Sheriff Clubs 

b een set up in the 5th, 10th and 12th Wards. The central 

dqu rt er s are located at 28 Houston Street, Newark. 

no t er item dated ~rch 25, 1938, clarifies the differences 

m nt i one d ab ove. The attempts to remove Pietrucha wer e unsuccessful 

lea fo r ha rmony was well received by all the groups. Peace 
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4 1938 , the Rucki Corrunittee an nounced th at more t han 

ins have endorsed their st andard be ar er, \filli m cki , 

iixrlx The same sta 't ement sa i d tha t ward clu bs are bei g 

t hro u.;hout Es sex County. 

f item on A r i l ·22, 1938 sa ys t hat 9,000 s i gned petiti ons 

e a y been turn ed in. 

In ay, L :. 38, a dinner dnace in honor of Mr. Rucki ha s been 

r·a , t he Rucki For Sheriff Committee. 

L~ . rtucki has installed a sound system in a hearse, st at es an 

i · e f 'a 1 38. The wela know funeral directer has ar ra nged this 

s--s s th at it will play funeral marches and dirges as t he cof f i n 

~s e~ _5 car r ie a out of the house of ceremony. 

_ e ~\illiam Rucki Association and the Ladies Auxili ary have 

_ _ fu _ _ ed ste ps to increase ef f orts to speed up the Rucki For She riff 

carupai~-, an item for May 13, 1938, declares. New officers in bot h 

r ~anization s were elected. A committee has been set up to plan an 

- t er S . ort Dane. Also, the girl's group is plannin g to have a 

fa sh ion s how called" Masterpieees of 1938 11
, f a shions to be made 

aL modeled by t he g irl's thems elves • 

. r . ucki, says a ay 1938 story, has appointed Mr. Geor ge 

,~e andow ski as his campai gn secretary. r. Wewandowski is also 

~e s ent of t he 1 illiam Rucki Association. 

; -othin h~ppened durin the hot months of June and ~ulyl 938. 

state ment of August 2, 1938, says that 12,000 pe titions have 

a r ~ ~been si gn ed and that 70 different or ganizations have endors ed 

kifo r 'heriff . The new headquarters of the Rucki For Sher i ff 

~or~ i ttee is l ocated at 34 Park Place, ewark. 

An item ap earin in August 1938 spe ak s of an appointm ent of f ered 

cki to th a ssai c Val ley Sewera ge Commission by Democratic 
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e Mah on, if he woul wit h r aw from th ~ h r iff 

e st tes th t ,, Rucki ut thumbs own n th e f er ". 

f red c n idacy f or Fre eho l der on t he r e ula:t rt 

, · th r ws from t he race. Ru ki a in refuses . The 

,h tory claims that r. Rucki has waver ed on t hi s of f ers 

time b fo r e he made a decisive ne ative answer. ·ir. 

, in t he same story, that u he sho ul d know enou rh to 

i stuig" especially whentttlxcr.1D1ol«acx recent fi gures 

t t e les can be res ponsible for 50,000 votes in the county. 

A t st 22 1938, Mr. Rucki denies he is withdrawin g from the 

riff r ce . 1
' I am in to st~y , '•t said Rucki, ~ we have si gned 

et.i s rea dy to file with the County Clell"k. 

ite f u0 ust 26, 1938, states that four democrats and 
/ 

e e en .. e:publicans will enter the primary race. 

Aug st 26, 193 8 - M.r •. Rucki has entered his desi gnation to the 

nty ~1er k as an indepenµent democrat with the followin g slogan:­

eroocart, Labor's and Taxpayers 1-'riend - William A. Rucki. 

August 1938 - Mr. Rucki objects to having his name entered 

' e· sevent h line of the votin g machine. 

~ The final tallies of the election show that Mr. Rucki p iled 

9 166 vote s and came out second best. 

he sc1ra.p book ends with:-

VOTE FOR WILLIAM A. RUCKI 

F ·lR SHERIFF 

MAKE SUR ' TO L OK ON VOTING :MACHINE FOR 

F - 23 




