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... · .-~arie lt Gainer, 22 I 302 Htinterdon ;;-v ... -· . . 
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· .. ''At a_pproximately 7:30pm on Saturday July '' 

\rroom of my apartment which I rent on the third floor I in the c'ompany of my · 
,[, . . . . . .· . . . . 

·::} 
\l~riend, Carmetia We were both looking but the front windows onto 
·:n 

\l 
;J:Iunterdon St. 
·::\ ' . 

. We ob\Se:rved a group of approximately 100 state trooper:; standing • 

at the intersection of16thAve and HunterdonSt , The troopers W'eredressed ·~· 

in firing into the Hayes Homes projects; T-hose- Three o(the troopers were 

standing · on Hunterdoh St. near the corner of 16th Ave agai~st the wall. One of . 

the troopers in the iarge group at the intersection broke from the group and"~an into: , 
i .. 

. H:~~terdon St to the house directly across from 302 Huhterson · 

,, .~: whe:I~e my friend and I were · standing at a thirCl floor window • 
'' 

oannetia and I looked at the Tr~op~r .across the · street as 
I ; .,. . 

·••• l 

. ' . . . .·, . ,- . -.. 

he continued to fire in the direction of the Hayes ·Homes pr~jeots·. _·; 

At this time there were several. persons on the street 

' below the window from which we ware looking out. There were · also 

·· ;''l several persons moving around on the stre$t below. These people 
.'· ... >~·il . . ' ' . . 
' :~ apparently thdught, at:t I thought that there was no cause to fear 

: . ~ ..• · for . our l.ives beoause the troopers across the street, the thre.e 
. . . . 

:;: standing a gai~st the wall on Hunterdon Stat the .intersection of Hunt 
f ' ·. ' ' ·, 
!: ardon ancl 16th Ave, and the group in the middle 'oi' the ·interse.ction · 

' ' ) . !~~- . ' '-- . ' . ' ' . . 

· ·!!••re all tiring • 8 t the Hayes :Project and had no:t rea son to 1'fre · 

' :i\l :tn the cUrection of' the house <r live. 8 t •.. , 
·.J· '·' ..... . 
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At this time I ob'served . that some or the troopers .a ·t the. ·inter · 
' . , .. - ;;. . 

ction .were aiining in _my direction. l turned · to my friend .Cannetia ' 

·. m~ .right and aai.d: "They're aiming o:fer here"~ or .words to that 

feat. Carmetia then retreated backward from the window. I then 

· 6armetia, "let's go downstairs". 

Carmetia and .I then started down the · stairs• My three children, 
' .. 

chelle 7, La u•a Ann 5, and Johnny jr. 3, were a 11 . down.s tairs on 

eseoond floor of the building with my mother, the deceased, 

s. Hattie Gainer. I had a oonversa tion face to .f'ao~: .with my mother 

nutes beforethe state troopers started shooting at the projects. 

While Carmetia and I were running down the stairs and whil& weiJ , · 
' ' 

re be tween the Jrcl and 2nd floors, I heard my chilGlreri shou tin'g 
. .· . 

fear; "Mama• Mama'"( My o.hiHlren are used to referring to my 

ther as "Mama" 'and to me as "Marie") The next voice I , lleara, 

ile I was still running down the stairs, was tha. t of Henry /(Laasin ) 

enry shouted, "Miss Gainer is shot • Michelle open the door'" • . 

. · By this time I had arrived at the dooo, and Michelle, in 

sterios and trembling; opend the dooto and was still eoreaming ' 

ama.'. Mama l" 

· My friend · carmetia and I ran through the door .and into the .. 
. . : 

at the front of my mother, Mrs ·'Gainer•s, apartment. ' 

I sww my mother laying on the floor, her left . side covered 

blood., and with blood oozing from her mou :th. I stooped. over, 
.... : 

her ri.ght ar_m and said to hers "'Mama Mama" 

· ; My mother barely oreaoked open her eyes and sighed. The ;time 

a~ .approximately I:JO pm. 

i\_pproxim~~e;ly . f;iv8, troopers entered my mbtherts apartm~nt whii 
:' ' \ . 
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·I was stooping· over' her. They walke4 to the 'front ·Of 

a ·at."trit'ent wh'ere' my'sil.f:, Carmetia, Henry, ariothe';r friena ·nameti . 
' - : ) I !- ! ., ' ,_ ; . ~ ~!I\ \ ' ' i t 'i I ' ' 

llie ·and all my children ware, and one trooper ordered everyone · 

;g'o 'to: · th'e re~ r oi:' the apartment. Everyone obeyecf the: order. 
. . "" : • '' ; : > : . ' 'j, ' ' ·: ... ~. ·"J 1 ' 

~. . ·· one ··of the ·troopers asked me, as I was ··standi'ng in 'the ·ki .toaen 

the apa r 'ttnan t: ' ",who was shooting from here" ~ 

I said to him,'· '*ho one". 

The ' trooper 'thari said to me, "well, we just killed an innoo• 

. p rson• • 

. ' Carmetia · then kml hollered out hysterically# ~Yeah, you 
::. :, i ,. . .-; ; ,_ ·· .·· I · . · - .. . · ·,. <'::: . ·,· :· ;: ;_: .. ·:·:·>> ·:.; .·. _·, ·. . 

.r illed her, · ~tou all killed her&" Then the .trooper said ~o 

c ~etia (where . she was laying)""you get up off the .'floor 
L .~ , i 

. . 

:1. the · chai·r'*·. ··· · 

At . t~ :t ·moment ''the ambulenoe arriv(nl at 'the bu.ilding. 

m n ·il:t 'uni.fo'rm 'oa'me l h'to my mother's apa rti:nent, went i ·n t .o the 

l ving' ·room, an'a remo\reca my mother. I do not know who oalled 

· .. t e amtSUie'nce' ~ .·" 

The ambulenoe took my mother to MartlandMedloal Center. 

I accompanied my mother in the ambulance. When vie arrived in the 

h spital a nurse directed me to a small room;, a .f.' ~ei' : the ambu1enoe · 

tendants had taken my mother from the ambulance and into the · 

While I was sitting in the .t'oom a .nurse came ·into the . 

with a hypodermic and said to me: "This· will~ quiet you down. 

your nerves". I said to the nurse, . "I clo not want it". · 

At that time a doc tor entered the small :room. and said 
.. 

t me, "Didn 1 t ybu. want the mdioine from the needle?". I repolie~, 

" o. , I just wan t to see rny mother" • 
;. -, .. •• ,· l 

The dootor then lEiltt the room. He~ r~turned .-. in . approximate:¥ 
' ··· ' - . ,- ·· ·. ' . _. .. · 

ve· minUtes and l :rep~~ .ted to him "I want . to . see 
~ -- -;,.' 
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'l.'h~:; ~c;>ot~~ . t~"fLlutt tho ruom. Hu t!Qtu:rn•d ·; in .approxim_r.tol)' 

ve _r.ti,put;o~ _•nd. •. ,~ re,pfes te<! to him. n l w&z1t flo soe· ~:f ntoth~r" ~ 

.·.·. 
· . ! ._ ... :; 

~_ ;t'~ .;.wa s._ eppr~xl ~:'\8 taly 9 . pm at . that . time~ . 

>I h&vc:t rattd . the ~OJ'OGt~o1rig statemtult :cj·6x1sist:.tni · (J/! ~-,arid; ,;·:, 
.... .. 

. u.Wx l~ndwr1 tten pa gos and find t h e J.i~~(,~ta .tl. u n 

srei1L oorrea .t anu a ooura te·. 
·.'!-" .t. 

- ' .i · · L, 

f!.nfb~ . ,b~f·o~e t'lct thlb. 21st da y of ·Jull 1947 
o ( , } lA ,.! .. !.. • • .( '· ,, • _ · \ : .. 

Joft Honey" 
2nd yea~ law s tlldolli.i 
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