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STATE OF NEW JERSEY) 
) SS: 

COUNTY OF ESSEX · ) 

' · . 

I~ IRVIN..- BROWN, being du~y sworn upon my oath, do depose 

and .say: 

l. That I reside at 148 Shepherd Avenue, Newark, Ne-o;v 

Jersey. I have been a resident of · the City .of Newark for the 

past (. years. 

2. ·. That I am presently and have been employed by A. C. 

Transformer, 89 Madison Street, Newark, Netv Jersey, for the 

;past 2 . years. 

3. That on July 15, 1967, I was visiting tvith ·my brother, -

Ozel Brmvn, and his family, at h:Ls .resid.ence; at 298 Be.rgen 

Street, Newark, New Jersey. 

· 4o · That approximately 6:00 P.M., on July 15, 1967, my' 

nephewst returned to ·their house, at 298 Bergen Street, · and 
. ' 

stated that thE;,Y had been told by the police that everyone 

must get off t;he. stre'~ts ' as the police were going to come dmvn 

the street at approximately 6:00P.M. and were go~ng · to be 
f 

t· A 
shooting in the street. 

5. That in response to · th~afoiesaid statement I 'tvent 

to the window of the apartment to instrlict my brother, Qzel 
I ; . 

Brown, who had been sitting iri the street outside of his apart-

ment at 298 Bergen Street, to come into the house. 

6. That when I approached the tvindmv, I glanced dmvn. 

Springfield Avenue and observed the National Guard and the 

New Jersey .State Troopers shooting at undetermined targets. 
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7. That irrunediately -thereafter;I .observed a· convoy 

of National Guardsmen and New Jersey State Trooper·s coming 

up Bergen Street and appro~ching ~98 Bergen Street. 

8 • . That as soon as the aforesaid convoy had arrived at 

298 Bergen Street the . firing which l:lad be~n t 'aking pl-ace on 

Springfield Avenue became significantly more rapid. App'ai,ently 

in response to .the intensification· of the shooting by the 

National Guardsmen and State Tro~pers on Springfield Av~nue, 

th,e convoy of National Guardsmen and State Troopers in ·front 

of 298 Bergen Street· came to ·an irrunediate. halt· and . began .to 

arbitrarily fire the.ir guns in :the direction of all of the 

buildings in the . irrunediate area. I ne.ither heard nor · ob-

served any shooting ;in this area until the National Guard 

and State Troopers opened fire. 

9. That as soon as the National Guard and State Troopers · 

began .to fire . I · felt a bullet from one of their guns . pass 

•' directly over,my head and embed itself somewhere within the 

apartment. . ; :-· L 

10. That I immediately fell back into the ·room and in­
A 

structed my sister-in-law, Mrs. Rebecca Brown ~nd her 4 

children, . to get away from the wiridow and to take cover. 

11. That I observed my sister-in-law, Rebecca Brown, 

approach the window and grab ·.her child, Della Brown, age 2, 

and turn to retreat from the window. As Mrs. Rebecca Brown 

turned from the window she· was struck either in the back or 

the side from rifle fire which had come through the window. 

. . · .. ·. 
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.12. That she immediately feii to the floor. She was 

dead before the ambulance arrived approximately 30 minutes 

later. 

13. That the barrage of shooting las.ted approximately 

15 or 20 minutes. 

14. That sometime after the Guardsmen and Troopers 

ceased firing I observed that most of the neighboring build-

ings had been badly shot up. 

15. · That approximately ·7:30 P.M., July 15, 1967~ I was 

returning from the hospital where I had .gone to pickup 

Willie Leroy Brown, who had accompanied the body of ·Rebet:ca 

Brown. 

16 • . That as I was returning home from the hospital 'with 

the aforesaid ·t-Tillie Leroy Brown; my brother, Ozel BroYJn; 

his 4 children; his . si.ster, Gla,c:lys; and my 2 children, I 
I 

was driving .qn Littleton Avenue at the Springfield Avenue 
.' 

cross secti.<;>r:t' when I heard the sound of a rifle shot and 
:• 

felt ~e right rear tire of my automobi1e go flat. .I 

inunediately looked through the rear view mirror ·of my auto- · 

mobile and observed a Rational Guardsmen standing some dis-

tance behind my car, holding a rifle which "~;vas aimed at the 

car. The bullet I later determined';had struck the trunk, 

gone through the truck, and struck the tire. When I passed 

the aforesaid Guardsman I was not signaled to stop nor was 

there any indication that I should identify myself. The 
. . 

·shooting was without warning and without provocation • .. 

·r.()P V . I I=!., I 1. I ·I=I.OAO 
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17. That in view of what had transpired during the 
I , 

course of the evening my only response to this last iil.ci-

dent \vas to leave as quickly. as possibl.e so as to safe- · . 

guard my life and the lives of the passengers in my auto-

mobile. 

18. That all of the above is true to the best 'of my 

knowledge, information and belief. 

Sworn to and subscribed before 
me thiS · ?,0 ·t....~ day of 
July, 1967. . .. 

I~ 

l 
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._;~ . 

I hereby authorize the use of my statement in 

connection with any legal · action or .legal investigation arising 

out of .police conduct· in the City of Newark, New Jersey, during 
~ . . . . . .' . . 

the period of the civil disturbances in Newar:k, during the 

summer ofl967. 

DATED.: : , i967 
~------~~~--------

•' 

. ; , ;-. L .. . 

11 

, . . 

. t . 
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• ...._,;-~.... - - - . -...._, • ...::_ • • t. ·· .. _ • . ..,.:~· ~ .• ......:. ~~ 

, hereby authorize 

Joseph Barry, Nor.ton Stavis, Henry DiSuver6, Harris David, 

Arthur Kinoy, and any other attorneys with whom they may 

be assoqiated to represent me in a suit or action arising 
/ ' ' ' 

out of the treatment against me by the ·police, against .the 

State . of New ~ersey and City Police of Newark, National 

Guardsmen · and any other. defendants. I do furtlv~r authorize 

any of the above referenced persons to obtain all records . 

which they may deem necessary in connection \'lith such. suit 

or action. 

., 
•• 

r, . . I :- L 

·----

Dated: 

COP.-Y. . LBJ LIBRARY . ,_. 


