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STATE OF NEW JERSEY)
) §S:
COUNTY OF ESSEX® )

- I, IRVIN-BROWN, being duly sworn upon my oath, do depose
and,say: Y ' : ]
1. That I,reside at 148 Shephefd Avenue, Newark, New
Jersey. I have been a resident éf'theICity of Newark for the
past‘( years. ' I

2. That I am presently and have been empléyed by A. C.

Transformer, 89 Madison Street, Newark, New Jersey, for the

;bast 2 years.

3. That on July 15, 1967; I was visiting with my brother,
Ozel Brown, and his family, at his residence; at 298 Bergen
Street, Newark, New Jersey.

-40 That approximately 6:00 P.M.; on July 15, 1967, my’

'nepheWS?'rétﬁrned to‘their-house, at 298‘Bergen Street, and

l!

stated that they had been told by the police that everyone
must get off the streets as the police were going to come down
the street at approximately 6:00 P.M. and were going ﬁo be
shooting in the street., . .

5. That in response to thé/;foresaid statement I went
to the window of the apartment to instruct my brother, Ozel
Brown, who had been sitting in the street outside of his apart;
ment at 258 Bergen Street, to come into the house.

Y0 Bs “That whén I approached the window, I gianced down

Springfield Avenue and observed the National Guard and the

New Jersey State Troopers shooting at undetermined targets.
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7; Thaﬁ imﬁediaﬁely.thereéfter,lI obéervéd a convoy
of National Guardsmen and New Jersey State Troopers coming
up Bergen Street and approaching 298 Bergen'Sfreet.

8.. That as soon as the aforesaid convoy had arrived aﬁ
298 Bexrgen Street the firing which had.been taking_plaEe on
Springfield Avenue became significantly more rapid. Appatently
in response to the intensification of the éhooting By the |
National Guardsmen and Staﬁe Troqpers on Springfield Avenue,
the convoy of National Guardsmen énd State Troopers in“front
of 298 Bergen Street came to én iﬁmediaté_halt and began to
arbitrarily fire Eﬁeir guns in:the'direétion of ail of_the
buildings in the immediate area. I neither heard nor db;
served any shooting in this area until the National Guard
and State Troopers opened firé;

9. That as soon as the National Guard and State Troppers»
began to fire I felt a bullet ffom one of their guns pass
directly over my head and embed gtself somewhefé within the
apartment. ;':..,: -

16. That I immediately fell back into the room and in:
strucfgg my sister:in~1aw, Mrs. Rebecca Brown ana her 4
children, to get away from the window and to take cover.

11. That I observed my sister-in-law, Rebecca Bfown,
approach the window and grab her child, Della Brown, age 2,
and turn to retreaﬁ from the window. As Mrs. Rebecca Brown
turned from the window she was struck either in the back or

the side from rifle fire which had come through the‘Window;
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12. 'That she immediately fell to the floor. She was
dead before the ambulance arrived approximately 30 minutes
later. o |

13. That the barrage'of 5hooting'1asted approximately
15 or beminutes. | |

14. That sometime éfté£ thélGuardsmehand Troopefs
ceased firing I observed thétvmost of the neighboring build;
ings had been badly shot up. | | :

15. That apprOXLmately '7:30 P M., July L3 1967 I was

" returning from the hospital where I had gone to pickup

Willie Leroy'Brown, who had accompanied the body of Rebecca

Brown.

lé. That as’I was returning home from the hospital with
the aforesaid Willie Leroy Brown; my brother, Oéel Brdwn;
his 4 childfen; his sister, Gladys; and m& 2 childreﬁ, I
was dr1v1ng on thtleton Avenue at the Sprlngfleld Avenue
CroSss sectxon, when I heard the sound of a rifle shot and
feltlghe right rear tire of my automobile go f;at. *
immediately looked through the rear view mirror of my auto--
mobile and observed a National Guardsmen standing some dis-
tance behind my car, holding a rifle which was aimed at the
car. The bullet I later determined”had struck the trunk,
gone through tﬁe truck, and struck the tire. Wheh I passed

the aforesaid Guardsman I was not signaled to stop nor was

there any indication that I should identify myself. The

‘shooting was without-warniﬁg and without provocation.
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17. That in view of what had t;anspired during the
course of the evéniﬁg my only response to this last inci-
dent was to.leaye és quickly as possible so as to safe;
guard my life and the lives of ﬁhe passengers in my auto-
mobile. ‘ AL

lé. That all of the above is true to the best ‘'of my

knowledge, information and belief.
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Sworn to and subscribed before -
me this ACtW day of
July, 1967.
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I hereby authorize the use of my statement in
connection with any legal action or“legal investigatioﬁ érising
out of police conduct’ in the City ofNewark; New Jersey, during
the period of the civil disturbéntes ip Newérk, during &he

summer of 1967;‘

DATED: , 1967 /’/‘vwc:’/)fﬂh e
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I, (Rvinte R Rote ~/ , hereby authorize

Joseph Barry, Morton Stavis, Henry DiSuvero, Harris David,
Arthur Kinoy, and any other attornéys with whom they may |
be associated to represent me iﬁ a suit or action arisiné
oét of the treatment against me by the police, agailnst the
State of New Jeréey and City Police of Newark, National
Guardsmeﬁ'and any other defendants. I do further authorize

any of the above referenced persons to obtain all records.

which they may deem necessary in connection with such suit

or action.
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