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that he had observed the shooting and that the·police had 

fired one or mbre warning shots before firing the shots 

Hhich killed Furr and Hounded a young boy. This shooting 

was depicted dramatically in a weekl~ magazine published 

sh6rtly after·the incident. The photographer who had 

taken the pictures, w~s subpoenaed but failed to appear. 

Due to insufficie~t evideric~ of any criminal mis­

conduct, the Jury foLmd no cause for indictment. 

DATE: 

TIJ'.lli: 

16, l'T, 18 ELOISE SPELLl\1AN 

Age- 41 322 Hunterdon Street 

HATTIE GAINER 

Age- 53 302 Hunterdon Street 

REBECCA BROHN 

Age- 29 

July 15, 1967 

298 Bergen Street 

Bet\-reen 6:00 and 7:00 P. r-1. 

.r.1rs. Eloise Spellme.n \•T2S fatally shot in the left 

side of the neck while standing in the \•rindm·r of her lOth 

II floor apartment in the Hayes Homes Project on Hunterdon 

1 Street Hhich is diagon'ally across _from a firehouse located 
I 

II at the corner of Springfield Avenue and Hunterdon .Street. 

II 

Several witness~~ testified to heavy fire by State Police 

and National Guardsmen directed at the upper floors of the 

Project. 

Mrs. Hattie Gainer \·tas fatally wounded in the chest 

while she was in her second floor apartment at .302 Hun­

terdon Street at about the same time that Mrs. Spellman 

was killed. Her daughter observed State Police in the 

area and immediately after the shooting the _ State Police 
. . 

entered her building investigating suspected sniper fire 

from the building. 

~lr~ .' . ~ebecca Brotm Hhose home t-ras in the same 

general area as r·trs. Gainer's and r1rs. Spellman's \'ras 
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f a tall y wounded in t he left abdomen by rifle fire at a bout 

the same time. A relative said that bulle t s had splintered 

the vr i ndoH frame of the \·Tindo \·r at vrhich r1rs. Brmm was 

standing . He stated tha t Na tional Guards~en had arrived 

in the area just before the shooting,had dismounted from 

their vehi cles and had taken cover behind them. Then they 

commenced shooting at the surrounding buildings. 

These- three . women were all innocent victims of 

shooting · bi State Police and National Guardsmen who had 

responded to the area because of reported sniper fire and 

at the request of the commanding officer of the fire house 

located at the corner of Springfield Avenue and Hunterdon 

Street. He testified that there had been no police nor 

guardsmen in the area and that he had been obliged to .tak e 

the fire company out o~ service becaus e of_persisten t 

sniper fire in the area . Tne tapes of State Police commun i-

cations indjaa t e that there was sniper fire directed a t 

the southerly side of the firehouse at this time. It ~·ras 

imposs i ble t o determine the ident ity of either State Police 

or National Guardsrnen .who fired weapons in the area. 

Due to ins ufficient evidence of any criminal mis-

conduct on the part of any identifiabl~ individuals, .the 
1 

J '.lry found no c2use for indictment in any of · these three 

deaths. 

-12-

- ·,'flo 


