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NE\~ARK LEGAL SERVICES PROJECT 
114 Branford Place 
Newark, New Jersey 07102 

I hereby authorize attorneys of the Newark Legal 

Services Project and the American Civil Liberties Union and those 

a ttorneys ~vith ~~hom they may be associated, to use my statement 

in connection ~vith any legal action or legal investigation arising 

out of police conduct in the City of Ne~.;rark during the period of 

the civil disturbances in Ne\vark, New Jersey during the summer of 

1967. 
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I, EdM Clair Bell, residing a t 411 Bergen St.:-cct , Ne11urk
1 

New 

Je::-sey be ins of full ~ge !lnd duly S\/Orn :upon my ou th, do depose· "-nd. s e.y : 

1. I am a Negro c::. ti zen of the City of Ne •.t '~rk and of the 

U~ited S~~tes of ~~eric~ . 

2. I a'<! the ~.;ife of the late Tedock .9ell. 

3. During the night of July 13, 1967, at about 7:45 P. H. I '.l!':S 

sitting on .:;y f::-ont stoop a t 411 Bergen Street, Ne;:e.r}:, New Jersey, 1,•ith 

r:;,v l::l.te husb:!nd Tedock Bell <:nd cy sister F<!:mie Edlie.rC.s zr.d a friend 

Hin:Jie C-ordon end G. frie:;d Robert Johnson e.nd 3 or 4 other frier.ds. 

4. l·!e ~11 stayed on th~ stoop until £:bout 2:30 A.r.r. l>'hen I took 

a short '...'::.lk with Tedock :!nd F:1nnie ;;.nd Robert . I bec.=.rr.e sc:.!red u;;d r.;-' 

tu_~ed to the house . 

5. l·!y husba nd Tedock did not return ho;:J.e 2nd e. bout 6:00 A.M. ' 

I celled the 4th Precinctr:nd wes told ti:ere '<~as no Tedock Bell there . 

6 . On July 14, 1967, at ~bout 1:30 P.l•!. I ~•ent to the 4th 

Precinct e.n:i was not told anything about Te:iock. 

Hasp :Zl e nd was told th::.t Tedock we.s de~d . 

8. !Jn,i'!edietely e.fter'..rara , I w-ent to the ho~pite.l. \lith Vivien 

P~u:1tree, Te:iock 1 s sister ~nd All;;n Rountree, her husb::!:ld, end 1-1e.ry, 

Tedocks nother and l'iildred S:;:>a rl:mon, Tedock 1 s sister. 

9· 1-.'hen we got to the hospita l '"e were told Tedock ~:a s not 

dead . I. 

10. ~!e ~:ere follo•,red to the hospita l from Bergen Street by ;t 

ne-;.ts reporter. 

11. T'ne ne•.rs reporter a nd Hildred went to e. phone booth e.t the 

II 
hospit~l e.n::: m:<de e ca ll .:;,nd •,rere told th::.t Tedock w'"s ci.eJ.d. 

12 . On J uly 14, 1967, I asked for Tedock 1 s clothes a t the 

hos:;:>fb1 b1.:t wns O!'lly given his ri:J.llet and keys. 

1 3. 0:1 -July 24, 1967, I went b::.c}: to th~ hosp.!.t::o.l w!.th ::Ly mother-

.!n · l a•.t, 1/:e. ry Bell, to t;et Tedock 1 s clothes and 1:::. s given shoes , soc:.:s, 

p~:1ts and sho:ts but no shirt. 
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14. The :-n.:r.:::e .S'..lpervisor S2.ici t~~~y don't h:;lve t!"le s h Jrt a s :!.t 

must h2.ve been torn off end tha t we should some b;;: ci: the next C.:=.y. 

15. He ~1ent ba ck to the hospital on July 25, 1967, and s<:w the 

s :'!l:le nurse supe rvise.:- •.;he said evidently the shirt wus destroyed. 

16. To the best of ny J.moi~ledge end belief Tedock 3eli 'di:!.S shot 

in the ba ck by Newar;,: police:r.1n for no re::.son e. t !lll. 
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I hereby authorize the use of my statement in 

connection with any legal action or legal investigation arising 

Qqt of police conduct in the City of Newark, New Jersey, during 

th~ period of the civil disturbances in Newark, during the 

S\lm!l\e r of 1967. 

DATED ~ __ O_u_-'-<..,.:Q1-v._J_. _8.._i __ , 19 6 7 
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