HEADQUARTERS OFFICE
389 Clinton Avenue
Newark, New Jersey 07108

Organization of Negro Educators

P. O. BOX 8228, CLINTON HILL STATION

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07108
Quality Education For All

The W NeWS  yenesasy,

A group of Negro teachers in
Newark has protested to state
and city officials that the city’s
qualification tests diseriminate

| against minority groups and suc-

cessfully exclude them from ad-

|vancement in the system.

The Organization of Negro
Teachers has asked .by letter
that the officials, including Dr.
Carl L. Marburger, New Jersey

ijeducation commissioner, “halt”

the next set of examinations

|scheduled for Feb. 3. .

Newark is the only community
in the state which conducts its
own testing procedures over and
above state requirements.

Critics of the system have long

schedules. About a fifth, or 700
teachers in Newark, are in this
categary. : :
Letters Sent 3
The group’s letter was sent to
Dr. Harold Howe, U.S. education
commissioner; Harold Ashby,
president of the Newark board;
George Pfaus, director of the
New Jersey Division of Civil
Rights; Mayor Hugh J. Addon-
izio, and Newark Councilmen
Ralph A. Villand, Calvin D. Wi
and Irvine Turmer, i
““It is our position,” the letter
reads, “that the National Teach-
er Examinations as they are
presently designed inherently
dismm}’marbe against  black

| charged that the tests are a de-|people
| vice to keep a large number of

’I‘hewtta-.sﬁwestﬂmtﬂleex-

I teachers on ‘‘substitute’ status,

aminations, if allowed to take

January 24, 1968

Negro Teachers Say Newark
(Qualification Tests Biased

the appointment of black admin-
istrators in meaningful num-
bers for the next four or more
m‘n

Newark has no Nag'no princi- |

pals, one Negro vice principal.

There are, however, two Negro|

assistant superintendents.
The Negro teachers’

group |,
complained that the substitute|

teachers are paid as much as
$2,000 a year less than the reg-
ular teaches, have no job secur-
ity or fringe benefits and are
“fired” at the end of each school

year, “only to be re-hired the|

following September.”

place, will “effectively exclude
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Educators
to picket for
six demands

The Organization of Negro
Educators (ONE) said yester-
day its membership has voted
to organize two days of pick-
eting, Tuesday at 4 p.m. and
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in
front of the Board of Educa-
tion in Newark, and at 8 p.m.
Wednesday at the board
meeting.

Fred Means, president of
ONE, said six major demands
will be made in behalf of the
substitute teachers:

@ Equal pay for equal
work. :

e Equal number of sick
days as regular teachers.

@ Equal benefits — Blue
Cross and Blue Shield.

@ Job - security — tenure,

@ Equal pension opportun-
ity.

e Equal oppbrtunity for
summer employment. -
‘Means said that ONE |
stands by its proposal pre-
sented to the: Newark Board
of Education September, 1967,
that all substitute teachers,”
fully certified by the state and
having three years of experi-
ence with satisfactory ratings
and physicals, be made
permanent teachers — their
salary to be commensurate
with exzperience and the
maximum allowed by New-
ark..
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Regular Teacher Status
Sought for Substitutes

The Newark Board of Educa-
tion will be asked tonight to ab-
“permanént”

sorb some 800 :
substitute teachers at the rank;
of regular staff teachers.

A demonstration in support of
ihe demand was held yesterday
afternoon outside Bord of Edu-
calion offices, 31 Green St., and

marched peacefully, said the
resolutions, hammered out in
negotiations between the Newark
Teachers Association, bargain-
ing agent for all of the system’s
teachers, and a three-men com-
mittee of school board members,
‘‘was simply not enough.”
“These teachers are teaching
full time, They deserve equal
pay for equal work,” Means

~a  second demonstration is|said.

planned for 6:30 tonight, just

Presently, substitute teachers

prior to a conference of the|Who are assigned full-time posi-

.. school’ board.

Fred Means, president of ONE
(Organization| of Negro Educa-
me two-thirds of|starting salary for regular

tors), said

tions at the of each
school year are paid a flat rate
of $5,800, some $500 below the

Though easing of the require-
ment by which a substitute can
become a regular teacher is
viewed as a step in the right di-
rection, several substitutes add-
ed that the best system would
be to eliminate all requirements
except those of the state.

In addition to meeting state
certification requirements, reg-
ular teachers in Newark, must
pass written, physical and oral
examinations before  being
placed on the payroll. Newark
is the only municipality in the
state that tests prospective
teachers.

Surplus Created

teachers.

the school System’s 1,200 sub- Easlest Solution

Although substitutes are paid
stitutes “teach full time in the| . ye.

same classroom for the entire

school year at less pay and with-| manent”’
out all the fringe benefits ac-

corded to regular teachers.”

The school board tonight is

$5,800 annually, the school board

In addition, Means said, “per-

mitted only seven sick days as
opposed to 15 for regular teach-

expected to pass resolutions that| ers; cannot gain tenure, and are
would permit qualified substitute| not permitted any personal days
teachers with ﬁm Years of ex- of lﬁw' ﬂﬂﬂ,ﬁ reg“lm are

substitutes are per-|

budget is determined as if all
teaching positions are filled with
regular teachers. :

Thus, the lower salaries paid
to substitute teachers create a
surplus in the teacher salary
fund. This year the surplus is

perience to become permanent about $600,000, which would be

by taking the city’s required granted three.

teacher's gxamination and pro-

Dr. Benjamin Epstein, sssist-

vide medieal coverage. for sub- ant superintendent of Schools,

stitute teachers.
Not Enough

Means, organizer of yester-

said at last night's demonstra-
tion that the easiest way to
eliminate the Inequities “‘would
be, of course, to make the sub-

enough to absorb the salary in-
creases of the substitute teach-
ers were made full-time,

Ip the past, this surplus fund
has;been used as a coftingency
fund to finance such things as

busing students to temporary

Pickets outside Board of Education ask

day’s demonstration at which|stitute teachers full-time tear.h-

some 100 substitute teachers'ers.” sites.
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| "Schblarship
!, Honors King

. The'Organization of Negro Ed- |
| ucators (ONE) has voted unani-|
{ mously to give a college scholar-
'ship in memory of Rev. Dr,
Martin Luther King to a_student
from each of the eight senior
"high schools in Newark. !
. The scholarship fund was au-|
: thorized at the suggestion of a|
‘student committee of the group/
which is composed of Negroes
profesionally linked with New-
ark public schools.
i The committee will work with

ithe principals and guidance

red

NEWARK TEACHERS , Mr. Black is chairman of A Cleveland School,

icounselors in each. high school | MEET. The Organization of | the Newark, N.J. I-}umzlm iv'!gar}s{: hteaclherl i'i{t Sll:luflh
to find eligible students. Th Negro Educators held its | Rights COmmission. In the | Side High School, Harold J.
~scholarsh11§!sgimll lfeua\igrded og membership meeting at the | group (left to right) are | Ashby, president, Board
Jan annual basis and the number Leaguers building last Fri- | Dr. Erenezt Garrett, Board | of Education, Simeon
{of recipients will be increased wi‘h  Albery Black | of Education member, | M9s, asst. superintendent

- yearly.

: (center) as guest speaker, | Ht‘mard Caos‘n' 1cacher at

Elementary Education.
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ermanent status for teachers.
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Negro teachers to mayor:
Stop playing ‘politics’

A group of Negro Newark
school teachers yesterday
asked Mayor Hugh J. Ad-
donizio to stop playing “poli-
tics with the Board of Edu-
cation and see that Negroes
are given a fair deal in the
hiring at all levels in the
school system.

‘Addonizio told 20 members
of the Organization of Negro
Educators (ONE) he was not
involving the board in poli-
tics, and said he was certain
that if there are any job
discrimination problems in
the system they can be
solved.

The group, headed by Fred
Means, former chairman of
the Newark-Essex Chapter
of the Congress of Racial
Equality, also asked the
mayor to appoint three more
Negroes to the Board of
Education.

Addonizio said a number
of persons are being con-
sidered for the board, and he
said there was an ‘“‘excellent
chance” that one Negro would

be appointed.

The terms of Manuel
Moran, Gerald McCune and
Victor DeFilippo are expir-
ing. Moran and McCune are
expected to be reappointed,
and De Filippo may be
named assistant counsel to
the board.

The ONE delegation sug-
gested five candidates for the
board. They are James Tate,
chairman of Area Board 5
and a member of the United
Community Corporation’s
board of trustees; William
Payne, an employe of Pru-
dential; Mrs. Helen Fullilove,
wife of Newark physician Dr.
Robert Fullilove; the Rev.
Levin B, West of Grace
Chapel, and Mrs. Connie
Woodruff, a newspaperwom-
an and an official of the
International Ladies Garment
Workers Union,

Tate and Payne were also
on a list of five suggested
last week by the Newark
Committee for Better Public
Schoals.

At the meeting, also at.
tended by Board President
Harold Ashby and Superin-
tendent of Schools Franklyn
Titus, Means said his - main
concern’ had been the issue
of a new secretary to the
board.

More than a dozen mem-
bers of ONE spoke at Mon-
day’s 10-hour public hearing
on the appointment, all in
opposition to the plan'td ap-
point City: Councilman James
T. Callaghan to the post,
Most supported Wilbur
Parker, Negro city budgef
director.

Although there were -sev-
eral points of disagreeinent
between the mayor and, the
teachers, the postponement
of the appointment of any: new
secretary in the waké of
public protests made the, is-
sue “moot,” the mayor*said.
He said that although. he
may make suggestions ip ‘the
Board of Education, it is*[ree
to do what it wanis in-such
matters.

P. O.BOX 8228, CLINTON HILL STATION

NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07108
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School Board Will Study

Appointment Procedures

The Newark Beard of Educa-itests are required of all appli-

tion agreed last night to take
under study the procedure by

pals are appointed.

There are no Negro or Puerto
Rican principals and only one
Negro vice principal in the city's
77 schools, and some speakers
last night said the present pro-
cedures for appeintment are dis-
criminatory.

In a vote of 5 to 3, the board
decided that no appointmenis
will be made after Oct. 1, when
the present qualification lists
expire, until the study is com-
pleted. ;

The board will decide whether
to continue the present practice
of testing applicants to deter-
mine who shall be first to be

May

cants,
The board decided to take the

urging Means i
of ONE (Organiza N
ucaforsy, ; said there is

considerable dissatisfaction in
the Negro community to the fact
that no principals in the city are
Negro, “despite the fact that 70
per cent of the city's school
population is.”

Board  President  Harold
Ashby, in calling for a change
in the procedure, said the situa-
tion now is ore of a ‘‘white is-
land existing in a black sea.”

At present there are some 40
persons on lists to succeed to
principals and vice principals
and there are no Negroes or
Puerto Ricans near the top of

appointed. Written and oral

the lists. The turnover nate of

29, 1968

principals averages about six a
year. The lists are revised
\every four years.

: = ' Tests Not Cancelled
which principals and vice princi-/matter under study upon the| qne written and oral tests for

the mew lists, that were to go
into effect Oct. 1, have not been
cancelled; however. The written
test is being administered June
8 and the oral tests in the weeks
following.

Several speakers said the ma-
jor fault in the testing system
lies in the oral examination
which, they said, permits the
examiner to be subjective and
possibly discriminatory to Ne-
groes and Puerto Ricams.

Voting against the motion
were A. Thomas Malanga, John
Cervase and Gerard McCune,
and voting for were Ashby, Dr.
E. Wyman Garrett, Stanley
Stolowski, Manuel Moran and
Allan Krim.

N T o,
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Substifutes
set meeting

The Organization of Negro
Educators has called a meet-
ing of Newark’s substitute
teachers!for Feb. 14 at 3:45
p.m. 'ini Queen of Angels
School. | :

Fred Means, , organization”
president, said it is time for
the - substitute teachers ‘to
unite in their struggle against
continuous exploitation by the
Newark

He said that regular and
substitute/ teachers perform
identical {luties and that it is
“morally wrong” to tell a
teacher he is not qualified for
a regular position and then
hire him for less fo teach as
a substitute.

ard of Education.” |

The Euening News

What News Readers Have to Say

About Legislative Tufnower, Board Secretary, Vietnam, Safe Cars

For Parker
To the Editor:

The Organization of Negro Educa-
| tors, an independent and nonpolitical
group, acting in the best interest of
Newark’s citizens and school children,
unequivocally endorses Wilbur Parker,
| eurrently
budget, as the most qualified candi-
date by education,and experience for
Board of Education secretary.

We are of the firm opinion that race
and politics should play no part in this
position of knowledge and trust. We
ask all citizens and groups to evaluate
the credentials of both candidates,

FRED E., MEANS,

Newark. President.

Experienced Choice

To the Editor:

g ol sufpport James Callaghan for the
i ‘post of secretary to the Board of Edu-
cation, Like President Truman, Presi-
{ dent Lincoln and many other self-
| taught men, James Callaghan is well
| qualified and has the experience to do
the job and do it well. Throughout
his public career, James Callaghan has
| been successfui and has excelled in
every position.

(MRS.) LUCILLE VITALE.
Newark,

ewark's director of the |

year about choice of a secre-
tany for the Board of Education.
ONE supported Wilbur Parker,
a Negro, flor the school post.
“It is just as unfair o our
clty to eliminate the educational

Ww.
i Wednesday,
Stallks is unqualified to serve .
Newark health and weitace & %b T, 1968
rector. THE EVENING NEWS

Backs City Job Standards

Mrms. Shalcsmtdﬁndisplmm.mrmfmﬁnmdﬂondi
director of health and welfare,” {
said the organization, *as it is
to propose that anyone less than|
|an acoounitant. hold the impor-
tant position of secretary of the

boand of education.”

are most concerped about our
city and do not wish to see
critical leadership positions be-
ing used for political expedi-
ency.”

|tion of discrimination in employ-

ing against Mrs. Stalks and a

stayed by the Appellate Division
of Superior Court.

The statement went on: ‘fAs'
AR biack  educators of Newark, we

The group also said elimina-|
imem does not mean standards|

cmntmﬂea'ﬂorhertovacafbaﬁn;
$20,000 job has been temporarily|
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