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Police Chief Demands a Fuller Inquiry
~.In Slaying of 2 Newark Puerto Ricans

. By JOSEPH F. SULLIVAN

Special 1o The New York Times

- NEWARK, Feb. 25 — Ap.
mn}l}- regallt'?g the fim.:‘ot_:lcll.l-

investigations of civilian
deaths during the 1967 riots
bgre, police Direclor Hubert
Williams today demanded a
fuller investipation of grand
J‘m]? allegations that unnamed
policernen killed two men dur-

ing_disteurbances in the city's

Puerto Rican community last.

September.

Tapping his finger on his desk
for-emphasis, Mr, Williams was
visibily upset as he addressed
:Enew-r-fs corge::ence in the wake

‘a grand jury presentment
that laid the déaths to police
dction. The grand jury members
also said that a “conspiracy of
sifence” among witnesses who
testified  during the. three.
month investigation had pre-
vepted them from indicting the
2uilty policemen.

“There are allegations that
killers exist on this lice
ferce,” Mr, Williams said. “We
cannot allow this cloud of sus-
picion to remain over-this de.
pariment.” AP

- Mr, Williams said that with-
out: further efforts to find the

ity policemen members of
tl;e'_':‘ip_amsh-speakjng communi-
ty.3'will be deeply disturbed”
find rwill :g:_ifersmadably “ques-

on my ormance as police
e illiams cal .

Mr. Williams called u
Joseph P. Lordi, the Espsgnx
Commty Prosecutor, to empanel

la special grand jury, if necessa-

'ry, to get 1o the bottom of the
iallegations. He said the prose-

investigetion even “if it means

the Police Department.”’

the lengthy docurnent handed
up by another county grand
jury .in the wake of the July,
1867, riots in the black commar
nity in which 26 persons died.

‘died.

The jury at that time found
that 23 persons had been homi-

was impossible to fix culpabil.
ity for any of the deaths.
The vicims of pgunshot
wounds included a city detec-
tive, a fireman and 21 black
residents. The city Police De-
partment, in a report issued af-
ter the riot, accepted responsi-
bility for the deaths of 10 per-
sons, saying seven were justi-
fied and three were accidential.
But a blue-ribbon commission
appointed by former Gov, Rich-
ard J. Hughes to investigate the
causes of the riots was not con-
vinced by the police repart,
The commission said the sites
of the shoeting incidents as
well ag “the pumber of wounds
&gnd the meanner in which the
wounds were afflicted all raise
grave doubis about the circum-
stances under which many of
these people died.”
The commisston, which is-
sued its report in February,

1868, found that there had

cutors should initiate the new
interviewing every member of

The Jatest grand jury pre-
sentment was remin t of

cide wvictims, but said that it

been “a good deal of indiscrim-
Inate shooring” by state and
local policemen and members
of the National Guard called
in to restore order and end
looting in the city's Central
and South Wards, :

The commission was unable
to get anestimate of the amount
of ammunition fired by the city
police, but the state police es-
timated that troopers had fired
appraximately 2,500 rounds of
rifle, pistol and shotgun am-
munition and the National
Guard reported expending 10.-
414 rounds.

The report expressed some
disappointment that the inves-
tigation into the deaths of the
ot victims by the office of
Brendan T. Byme, who was
then Essex County Prosecutor,
had produced no resulis by the
time the commission was ready
to release its report

Mr. Byrne was appointed fo
the State Board of Public Util-
ity Commissioners shorily be-
fore the report was published,
and he was succeeded by Mr.
Lordi, who recalled today that
a lengthy presentment had been
handed up a few months later.

Hopeful on Progress

Mr. Lordi pointed out that
there was no statute of Jimi-
tations in homicide cases and
that persons responsible for the
deaths in 1967 could still be
prosecuted if witnesses would!
come forward and enocugh evi-
dence could be developed. :

He said he was hopeful that
that would happen in the case
of last Sepie s alleged po-
lice homicides, "Now that the
presentment has been released
we hope people will be encouz-
agd to come forward if they
have any information,” he said.

The Prosecutor said that both
he and Mr. Williams were in
firm agreement that the inves.
tigation would continue. How-
ever, it appears no move will.
be made to empanel another
grand jury unless some new
evidence ig adduced or new,
witnesses appear. ;

In addition to the “silence™
of some witnesses noted by
the jury, Mr, Lordi said others
“told less than the truth* Ha
added, however, that there was
nothing in the testimony by the
150 witnesses that would sup-
port the filing of perjury
charges against anyone,

The apparent reluctance of
witnesses to testify apainst
members of the Newark Police
Department on the latest Inci-
dent recalled passages of the
1967 riot parel report, which
said that interviews with mem-
bers of the black community
revealed the widely held belief
that anyone filing 2 police bru-
tality report would be subjected
to police harassment.
| One member of the black
‘community familiar with the
avents in 1967 and the Iatest
disturbances szid a fear of jo-
lice reprisals had been discussed
by some of the witnesses in the
newest investigation before
they testified, i

Shake-Up Promised [

Mr. Williams promised a
shake-up in his department be-
cause of the failure of his own
investi%at.ion to come up with
any police fnvolvement in the
deaths of David Perez, 30 years,
old, who the grand jury said
was beaten on the head by a
mounted policeman, and Fer-
nando Rodripuez de Cordova,
23, who was killed by buckshot,

The police director said he
intended to- implement several
grand jury recommendations,
including a requirement that
policemen wear name tags.
Anticipating a fight from the
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation, Mr. Williams said he
would take the union to court
if it opposed the name-tag
regulation. :

Raul Davila, a member of
Mayor Kenneth A, Gibson's in-
formation staff, said there had
been a sense of “‘satisfaciion”
in the Spanish-speaking com-
munity following the release of
the critical presentment and
said members of the commurity
believed an atiempt was being
made “to carry out justice.”

“Compared to 1967, he said,
*there is a feeling that some-
thing will come of this to bene-
fit the community.” Leaders
of the Hispanic Emergency
Council formed in the wake of
the September disturbance
were scheduled to meet tonight
to discuss the presentation and

subsequent developments.
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