april 15, 1967

United Comrunity Corporation Trustees
c¢/o Dean C. Tillard Heckel

124 Branford Place \
Newarl:, New Jersey t07102

Dear Trustees:

This is written to serve as official notice of my rerignation
from the United Community Corporation's Board of Trustees as
2 representative from OPERATION 'S CARE.

Having been a UCC member since early 1965, it has become clear
that the UCC in Newark and the Office of Economic Opportunily
naticnally form programs based on the idea that poverty exists
because people are unskilled, undereducated and that the pocr

~ cannot function in the complex urban American society of the
1€60's.

This is not my view. I believe poverty exists because some -

_people have power and others do not. That those who have power
use it to enforce the dependency of the powerless and that this
system is institutionalized into the very make-up of this )
country.

It is my hope that neither my resipgnation nor this letter will

be taken as a "put-down’ of the UCC. On the contrary, people —

now 1im the program muct work harder to make UCC a force in
.- - “Hewark for chanre——botir economic and political. g

However, it is for those activists who hear a different
—~drarmer and wh ze that entrenched power gives nothine - .
.~ _without a strugzle to turn their attention and energies to that
£ipht. '
ey S
The history cf Neproes in America is a history of powerlessness
and its debilitatinpg effects. The vast majority of Nerrces in
~_this country live in poverty and must endure these conditions
faf oppression because they are black and powerless.
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Pare 2 UCC Trustees
cf/o Dean C. 'liliard Heclkel

A;T/qlnti_gns to these conditions can originate only inside the
2lacl: nun llere protesL which calls upon the power
structure for help and enforces the sense of powerlessness

must be avoided. JInvolvement for the sake of participation
__and-mot control can only frustrate and does little to increasa

M city for chance.

MMuation in which poor blacl peopl2.

" can-depend-en—sach other and not on do-rood agencies. on
_ independent community is one that eem cxert—influence and

~ control over its ocwn politics, resources and education.
—
I think that it is now time for the £ vement to
Stop panderin~ to the fears of the white middle- class in the
attempt to earn its "rood will®., It is time to returm to the
chetto to orranize those corru'mnltie“s' to control themselves.

This or"anization must be successful, because there are no
viable alternatives. _Jithout the power to control their lives
and their cornmr 1rou~h which to relate to the total

society, the rhetto will stay in 2 constant state of insur-

¥3ction. 'hat will happen is up to us.
raction
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Phil Mutchinecs

P1/rnl

cc: Rabbi Jonathan J. Prinz
e, THllie UIricht
lx. Donald 1i. 'endell
lr. illian K. Wolfe



