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Mondiv, July 24, 1967 

CONFERENCE PROJECTS NEW DIRECTIONS 

ThQ ,Jul y 20- ~.3 Nati onal Conference on Black Power ended its sessions 
~;3 l,.1}\."ct~r vd.th mQr Q than 1,000 delegates in attendance. 

0 _~ ,c.,:U'i nlly desig ned as a ]o adership gathering, the conf crence ongin
c~~Q cd somo 200 d0l oga tos, yot over 900 delegates from 36 states and 
"'"'~nJr.~tiQns ntto ndod mrud.ng it th e most widely r epr e sentative assembly of 

f\ :k Are rianns i n t ho nation's history. 

Kwpi n~ tho dole gates id eologically together proved to be a difficult 
t~s~~ unsions woro inevitable as civil rights militants and armed revolution-
,nd .. ""'J cJiol ars, labor ers, houscwives,corporation executives, teachers, ministers, 
sh~. ,t 01~-;<'-ni t1ars an d students all struggled to work for black unity within a 
i'1·, ·:~r,l, rk raa.:u1ingful to :tl.l. 

At one time during tho 4-dny meeting it appeared that tho hopes for unity 
W I}~ sh:ittore d. Several individu als stonncd a press conference and physically 
e ·e c d white newsmen. Tho incid ent served to strengthen the detennination of 
u~~ confer-...~s to work together as a united force. No delegates were reported 
~~ h3ve le.ft the conf er ence as tho result of this brief and untoward interruption. 

1f.'1ile the publicity attractors at tho conference tended to be those in 
e.."'C.> ic garb, the presence of several bish ops and representatives of conventional 
gl'.)Up s went UIU1oticed by the press. The personal representative of the Honarable 
:i;:l ij.:>h .bhammed also attended. All havo come together to herald a new day in 
i,r,hicb bla ck men w0uld work for 11powor". 

The heart of the conference agenda was the workshops. Ovor a peri od of 
th r a3 ~~arying and oft en tension-filled days the delegates sought to bring a 
fr es~ unde rstanding 0f what it means to build,maintain and exercise power. 

T"nc c::mi' er ce s came f or hard w0rk and they found it. Al th.)ugh workshops 
te r..n.n~te d the ir deliberations by Saturday at 11 p.m., workshop co .'.)rdinators and 
0 the !' staf f l eade rs worked until 3 or 4 a.m. Sunday. Activities began at 7: 30 
ce.ch rooming . 

la m11j 0r r es ult ,Jf tho conference was tho creation 'Jf a widcly-ropr eso ntati ve 
c~ntinuing boc..ly or steering committee. It will carry forward the rec ommendati ons 
0f th o c1nf0 r ence and pl::m f 0r next steps. This, in itself, moans that a new 
:l'.JOO o f c'Jr1p eraM .'m runrm~ black Americans is n0w moro than a simple hope. It 

h,W b11zun. 

11. Loo M1ntg omory, 1\.ssnciato Diroct or of Community Studies at Philad elphi a 's 
1'<:rriplo Univers ity, ec-rvo d us coordinat 0r of one of the ~ workshops. His dealt 
wi th "Tho City 111111 Black Po' >plo: Civic and S0cial C:mcorns." On Fri day three 
cc~ci 'Jn!:l () f t;-n mid a h lllf h '.)Urs each h onr cl p npers and shared in intonsi ve d.is
cu~cirm "ln "vllv, ShrJul rl Own tho Ci t,i()tf?", 11Ill)lio f or Rnhnhi l; t .. <i+.; _()11?11 and 
11i,1ucati-m fo r .t.lli Adult s TJ.O Wol l na Ch:1.l ,lr en. 11 

N. J. 1<:::FEr,E1-.!CE CIVISION • LD 
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~t r Jng roc Jmmcnuat i 0n was made that community colleges be set up in 
glw t,t ·~i cJ mmnni tics. A national act wns call ed f or t o implem ent such a 

F sn l. Tho pec uli ar insights .:md ta.1.cnts of black pNfessi onals wore s een 
h n 0ch .l f Jr such nn ontorpriso which is designe d to serve in urgent ways 
mrt.i., nnl pu:rpJ so. 

1a · f the m0s t sensitive issues in this workshop wRs the matter of 
n :;m- \>/hita r ese .:1rchors investi gating problems in ghett o c .):rununities. The w.:>rk
"'b p 'Ur~tl stron :Jly that all rcsoarch,both public and private, relating to prcb
l~~s t)st cri tical for black po ople be black engineered and directe d . 

The skills of white people and the facilitation of black power, as a part 
-of · t nl c :rmmunity relationshipo, wore soon to have a place. 

C~ntrasting tho seemingly moderate tone of Montgomery's worksh op was one 
led by Ron Karonga. of the 11US11 organization headquartered in Watts, California. 
It 1ealt ;ti.th "Black Power in World Perspective: Nationalism and Internationalism~" 

Here several distinguished nati onalists, pacifists and conventional uni
versity prJfe ss0rs made presentations calling for black international unity. 
'!'\fo are a black n ation, 11 asserted Omar 11.bu Ahmed, former chief politic al lieu
tenant t::> the late Malc olm X. His contenti on was that white America had made 
-~~a:rica ef fectively their private domain. Hence, black Americans had no alter
native but to build f or black unity and a separate black nationh ood. 

?articipants in the w>rksh:>p on "Black Power in W1rld Perspecti ve 11 

ce.."12nc..,."">tl the enu )f the Vietnam c~nflict, expressed s0lidarity with their African 
b:-:>t~ers, r ccomr:i.ended the c.:mdemnati on i)f Israeli '.Jppression against the Arabs, 
urged black y)uth to refuse draft f ·Jr Vietnam, and expressed gratitude and supp :>rt 
f Jr 1'li.,ar.med ,lli. A new mechanism f ,1r effecting black w;:>rld solidarity was als o 
riscus se d. 

T'ne WJ rkshop on ec':)nomic development dealt with such issues as amassing 
ca,ittl f r :,m the black Cf)mmunity, the building of financial instituti ·Jns, and 
the ~ vzl tJ;Jr11cnt :1r ab01i ti ·m ..;f ec onomic enterprises acc ordin ,-{ tQ their serv
in{:; t'. z nr;ed f ')r equitable power relationships. C. E. Wils on, an ecommic can
oults1.nt i!r1d. P~ f es s 0r RJbort Br 0wne of Fairloi[;h Dickinson University served as 
c -,-,rdinat ::>rs f Jr this 1,nrksh0p. 

Dr • J acquclino J 11cka•m and J orji Borden (;ave leadership to the· ·workshop 
·".ID "'H1(; Blt1c k H?mo. 11 Disbrtions of image of the black home w.:,re seen to be 
U.w ~li r Gc-t, r c.:ault of racist research. The black W()man was soon t o have the 
crucial r uS1nrwibili ty f f)r onsurine psychic stability of the black home. Black 
J'~?J,ltJ c-~cc rri o'.l with f'mrrl.ly lifo wore ureo d to take the initiative in develop
in~ ,ru.r,, .1 amily lifo pa.t t orns. 

Thu "n:rkch:,p on 11Black Powor and /\Jnoricnn Religicn" was led by Dr. C. 
Lin~ ;,ln HcOhw ., Clw.rlCJs C0bb,. H'.Jnorary chairman was Vir ~il W,J1d of the Blue 
Hill (,11riBttttn CtJntur i n R;ixbury, Mnssachusotts. Tho worksh op pr:>posed tho 
b;r<J C<Jttit1g am1 if.l.pa suro 0f all black churches which did n0t j:Jin the Black 
tw v, lt:rt1,m. Tho BlM k churchos wore urgod t o rocll\im their former r ol e of pr o
w,ttng~ "blac k cul turo , 11 t0 onEng o in tho oc onomic clovolopment of tho black com
trlttn:i·ty llWi ·t/J t1ovo1',r> n phil .i s ,phy (Jf r oli~ i on appr ·)priato t o a black value 
t);/ . tum t:'i ll t'{!ontly t1oorlod f )r tho C')'Jd of all. Pn.rl;:i ci pants sn.w th e "mystique 
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~· :.kn f.r.'t as syn onymous with beauty nnd spoke of black people as vital to 
scc uri t.y and fulfillment of tho lif o of tho nation and world • 

.. Smr.nur (Clmck) Sumo, f .n,nor aclministrativo aide to /\.dam Clayt on Powell 
.~~: ~-n ~: r o.,ti.tJ r ..>f thro e black nowspapors, served as coo rdinator of th e w)rk
~:J : .,:: '),.,~ "B ,,ck P wor Thr -)Ugh Black Poli tics • 11 Participants ini tiatc d ste ps for 
:;l ' .J., .. ~ p) .L.!.i ti ru. 11thiro f :)rce 11 or whore determined by black C'.)mmuni tics, a bl ack 
- ,1;{ : ··~:. ~ "U .' 'ii 'h t o be en bru.nnco of powor in olecti0ns and to r em1ve fr om critical 

i iti'ml :i.11 p li ticinns serving t o thwart or subvert black p ) li ti cal p :1wcr. 
:--a:;i d Q' is ta be ini tiatod, with black sup1YJrt fr om thNUGh out the nati on, t o 

t:r · :ll , l_a k rep r es ent a ti on in the next c·)n(sress by the olecti r:m 0f 12 m) ro bJack 
c ~n~:=:'OS;~::::~n in 1968. Inuncdiate self-determination f or Washingt :::m, D. C. was 
1f"11),,7'i: a , 

The rnli tant spirit which prevailed thr- )ughout the conference was se en as 
a itrib. .te to hl.ac.J.;: youth. 11We are here on the young people's agenda, 11 sai d one 
iJl.oe::r e~)]ca.tiJ naJ. ~fficial from the mid-west. Older delegates were careful 
-t:s;;i>:sci;,, l Y t. use lan gu age which W)uld not bring undue offense to the yaunger 
~Jliilli-~oo part icipants. 

~ Brown, Nati 0nal Di.rect)r of the student Nonviolent Coordinatin g 
C':llllmiit.tee, er>...rlier had reminded the deleBates to 11think black." 

'Thz porsistent drive of th0se who had thought of themselves as "Neeroes'' 
~...s t.J> t..~ , talk and be 11black. 11 

?r..i:::: y0uth panels emphasized the need for black youth to set the tone of 
tibB Bl.ack P,.;-..:nluti ::m. Ralph Featherstone, Byron Rushing, Samuel Anderson, Philip 
Bi:rl:1C:lin.£s, K'!.I7 Trea dwell and John Wils on were the obvious leaders among the 

jS-

y:m:JJ ;,~ici?::L "Ylts. "Black bondaeo will be ended when black younG pe ople become 
1;·:ff•t:~.il ; !:! said J -yhn Wils on, Natbnal Fund RaisinB Diroct '.)r of tho Student 
N-;m-i'Jl _ t;r it C·n rdina tin g Comrrd. ttee. Wilson I s emphasis was upan creating revolu
:ti-m fr~- ~...;:li ctl dip l omacy and by utilizing the skills, res ources and avowed public 
:7;r+,q ;-i?....r:.:3 Jf ?the rs. "If it is disc ovorocl that work within tho system is im
_r-,z;z;i;;) ~,n i,ifivm added ., "a whole now rov ,1lutionary system must be developed." 

'ioo r.r1rkzh. 'Y,,J on "Black Artists, Craftsmen, and Communicati ons Pers onnel" 
~,:·,.,_, .,,'W!u.;d Ui:;: wmio hi~ pl ace of black craftsmen, ini tiatocl prop osals for new 
JI ';) r~(;\~ ':P:f e~0:wrati· :m bc tw oon black pe ople in thoallied arts. Black self-interest 
and f-'.,-re:-itA:r ,::rtioti c p r oducti voness f ~)r all wore oquatod. Lou Hause, Gloria 
'E~lla!°''c!'Wm furdrldP,e and Ossio Davis gave loadorship to tho W)rksh op for tho 
.1'3:rt~. 

'l.l~ gt'Y ,ri rJ~ c.wspor ctti m ·) f tho pli ght of black /\.mericnns was underscored 
in UW.,f,'Yt'~hr-1·w 0Yi 11:Black P:'Jwor and s Jcial ChnnBe" and "Coop orati .m and /uliancos 
'n Dw-tr~fS,., g1tut.1.t:i.0r1d.11 Tho situation of black Americans was charact eriz od as 
'){)G i;f "~·m.ttmt1ne and in cronsing distross." So-called riots were soon to bo th e 
· n.v~11-, m~UJ :rgo-ult~ uf' tho criminal l>ohnvi or of a s ociety which dehumanizes poople 
.oo.1 ~? _-WJ(j 1:;00 ·1'/Y u-t-w:r clia tr acti ·m. Thoro was no rift botWl:len traditional mod
~-ra-t.w. 11:J'k} mtl:Uit.tnt~ in v:towin L~ tho rocent killines of black people in Newark 
1>y FJl r,:g awj_ ,m-t:i.-"Jr1li1 ~uarrlsmon as a "public massacro. 11 New mechanisms for 
r"J..'M§ Vt - §:1e,:i.fj er1li1iP.'S nnc1 tho c~)hosi:Jn ,)f black pooj_)lo woro suggest e d. Thcso 
;)t- ·~1;:;,J~B; ~till )ti ruf:1.tioti i n tho morrtho ahead. Grace Malono, Uirect or of Newark 
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\,Jlrn .\~ flml Ul:'~}nn Longuu DJnrd Mvmllor in Essox County., Now Jorsoy and J ohn D'lVis, 
1' H'· h.H' nYlt;l ,. n. 1 \d oo-p:rqflic lont. nf th o Nfl.J\CP anvo 11:)ndorship t o thoso worksh :)ps. 
J {mPfJ Jrm:,1itS wm-1 {\11 IfmQrn:cy Chairman. 

W, rk._,h1)1m on "Bl.l\ok Pr \°)foss1o ntls 11 nnd on II Dovolopmontal Impl icati ons of 
lll~c k })," ul.'" Q..'Zl)lqro tl tJOOil\l soi onco oducnti)nal nspocts :Jf powor pr oduction 
f .~1· 1,'l \· p..::iopla . H ro Elgai.n nggrossi vo off orts f or black pride, black unity 
~md ,,"J(.)llOl.'n.M.,)n wor o noon t o b o ossontinl. Hoyt Fullor, Edit or of th e Nor.{ro 
Dis nt,, ~ntl ?1-x f an~ 1·s Ool'nlcl McWhortor, lT ru11os P. Oomor and J\l vin Poussaint wor e 
Fu · J.!lnnl aim f .)r t hono nessions. 

,\ Fllnak Mnn:lfost a Wlsissuocl by tho conf eronco.. Tho conf erence move cl t o 
tn)rn tho ini t.i nti va in ull blnck-relatod concerns. Militant solf-dirccti on and 
SGlf- lut. rminnti on woro soe n t 0 bo the spirit of tho now thrusts fJr black power. 

Ism.oh R)bi ns ,)n, Arrnngemonts Chainnan of tho c0nforonce,was assistod by 
,~ill i ru1 Strickln.nd, Pha on Goldman, William Fox, Benjamin Wri3ht, Lucius Tompkins, 
R bo rt , Blnir nnd a 100-man ancl woman voluntoor staff in tho proBram, ro ~istrati on 
nm~ h us okoo~)in g detru.ls of the confcronco. 

"This is the hardest-workin::; conferonco I have ever attended," said one 
dul e!.>ato . It was tho apparent sentiment of most of those in attendance. Dick 
Gr 2...,0ry praisod tho conference for the openness of its agenda. Loaders of the 
c nf ercnco indicated that their only purpose was to bring black people t oJ ethor 
~ ~gin developing ncwforms of urgently nocdod power. Dick Greeory commented, 
"This is the greatest thine that cvor hnpponecl to black people. It is the best 
tJri.ng yet for America. 11 


