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': ...... · The whole seri~s of events Hhich ha'(> emerged since Lester ; .·• .:..· 

Long -v;as shot and killed by Police Officer Her,ry Nartinez on· June 
' ·; . .. : . ~ . 

· · 12, has provolc;;d serious coill!llunity tensions a:1d is producing serious 
:·..; ··· . . 

· :_ _· · divisions an·d conflicts betHeen the ~vhite and the non-~·lhite cornmunity_ 

. ~'· .. ' : ·._.in _the 'city. Newark is .a city which has st~uggled as hard as it can 
. ' 
,. 

. :·· 

. . 
to create a harmonious atn:osphere in Khich all men OI all races, 

=. :- . 

~~eeds - and colors, are treated with equality, dignity and -respect . 
. , .· ·.· 

This current tension and division is a tragedy. Tl12 Newark Human 

Rights Commission feels impelled to \varn all elements in the cummuni~y 

·that we dare not permit any such situatiori to light fires which will 

i ' . ·.· . 
'::..· .. i · I- · be very hard to extingu~sh and 't\7hich can debilitate our conununity 

• ! 

r . for 3 long time to come. r 

\ 
performance of their duties. Our function is designee! to point ~>ut: 

J .. 
directions to the Nayot· \vhich Hill help CtlSL~ the con::mmi ty tensions 

t:Jhic h confront us over this inc iaen t and the exp los :i.VL"' a tmosphc- 1.'<;' in 

tvhich t-Je nmv ii nd our city. There are other a gene i cs of gov~Jrn:r \( ' !1 t 

is nmv in the hands of the County Prosec•.:to1· and the Gr<Jnd Jt!l"Y. IL 

trit•\.i to get d.S m<my ui th.:: pertinent L;cLs a~ it possib}.y could . 

. ' 
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within a sho~·t period of tine. It invited' police officers 2nd as 

mnny civil !"ights leaders as it could possibly contact on sho:ct 
. • . . : 

notice. A list of those invited is attached herewith. The 

Co;nmission spent hours receiving information and gathering as 
, 

many -facts as it possibly could under the circumstances. _ All 

participants at the hearing were invited to present any questions 

and corrunen ts they might \dsh to make. - It nm·7 \vi shes to offer the 

·· follm·:ing o:.:.-:.:;crvations ~o Nayot· Addonh:io for his ;;uidnnce and 

. ' - . cons ~ Ct era c ~on : 

· 1. There is no evidence that the Cou~is~ion has been abl~ 

to gather 't:hich indicates that Mr. Long's shooting \vas occnsioned 

by the fact that he was a Negro. 

2. There is no evidence :lwt the Co•nmission lws beell t1ble 

other than in the U ne of duty. 

3. The fact that an incorrect description of the entire. 

episode rtppe~rs to h~ve been given to the press by som2 pblice 

vi.ficers is ~• disturbing one. Nine days 2fter the event ·the 

Cot~'11ission 1.:as Lmable to elicit the ideutity of tht.: indivi(h:z!ls 

\vho 1-lere t<?~ ponsible for this distorL~ed des;:;riptio :; . 

' 
The Hmn<.m Rights <J ~: t ion ., f: 

V .! .. Cv!t rrrd.ssion fe-2ls then: t!"!-.• 

th2 l·LJyoY in removin,s the police officer in qu23Ll tY<l fnH!l 8Ct:·.\'.C! 

dLJty \ ·JC!S prud~n"L cmd jus~i.fieci, ht:c.::n.:se: 
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(a) In a co;nmunity half of \.~~hose population is ilun-t:hite, 

.. 
such an event could ·easily be used to provoke disturbances \.·]hich 

have hithert~ been prevented in the city of Newark) in sha~p 
...... 

contrast \·lith such com..rnunities as NeH York City, Jersey City, 

?lizabeth, Paterson and Rochester; 

(b) That the Hayor \vas confronted \·7i th ir:.~onsisten t 

reports · t·li th respect to the incident "tvhich had directly pruvoked 

community tensions. 

5. The Hun!an Rights Commission Hi shes to unde1·line tlwt 

the .:1c t ion of the Naym::.· · vlC. s te1l~en without any prej uc1 ice tot:•l.:n·~.1 

sale1ry. 

6. The Human Rights Commission einphDsizes thc:lt the morale 

and effectiveness o:( the poli'ce departm2.~t is of vitnl concern to. 

all citizens in this community, regardless of r.sce. The . police. 

depm.·tmon t ;nus t be given full support in the p2.·o pe r p2r fo l."iii<"~r: c c 

of its cl~tics by all citiz ens. 

/. The lh.Ell&n Rights Coi!'lnission h.:::s been :i.nfo:::;::c: .:l th.:1t 

receive all mDterials pertinent to the case. We believe thai it 

is the County' ProsecL!tor anci the G~and .Tu:cy 't'7hich is chm~ged \J :!_t i!. 
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The Ne\·7ark Human Rights Co!ili.-nission s~ncerely Clf>l)eals to 
'":. ~ 

all groups involved to rely on due process 6£ law. · . 
: - . ·~ -

• . _;-:·_ .. 

·. The members· of the NeHark. H~an Rights . Corr.m~ssion feels . 
; ~. . 

impelled to make the ·following additional recommendations: 

1. That as a matter of future Newark Police Department 

policy, whenever a police 9fficer is involved in the shooting of 

.any indivi dual, that officer be in!.t-nediately relieved fro~n p.:1trol 

' duty \·lithout prejudice and _Hithout loss of salary, and reassigned 

pending an immediate and thorough investigation. 

2. We recon~end that a thorough investigation be made 

and rnc1de public as to the reasons 't·Jhy inaccurate informa tion \·lith 

respcct to this incident re .:!che d th e p r e ss . He fu 1·the r r e cornm .:>nd 

3. He finally reconunend that affirmative steps b e tnken 

to prevent the recurrence of the -dissemination of innccurate 

information in the future. ' 
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Hevo Thomas Ca~ey 
Rev~ Erasmo Reina 
H.:.n" J oh:n :~ o c~~oon / 
r-, ._.,..., _._~ p.-,~?'1 •:; · ·'"""'nl1C> l'.~ACP-' 

- • ..,. -J v J \,...J. v- - .;. -·- c-- .·~ -

fi.t;·l o 

E8Vo 
HC7o 
Hovo 
tGVo 
P:~:~ed 

Somer ri'Er:;:e:r 
Eo Ht2I!'~ 
!...-1;?!"1 'r1 l-" ... . (-., .,._, r; i" 0 

~ - ...... ~. -... . .... _,G\.; .. u 

B oF" J o!1noo~1 
\'Jondoll ~-~apso_ n n ./""' 
J" Randnll -=-~ 
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