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CASE HISTORY OF A POLE. 

I c a me h ere as a boy 5 years, 7 mont hs old. I was b orn in 

g7 - Dec . 1 . I wen t to St. Peters sc hoo l on Bel mont Ave. for 
~ 

ree ears . From th er e I went to t he Mort on St. SC ool two year s . 

1 ven, I wor k ed at Jo h nson an d Mur o hy Sho e Factory on ar et 

was bo rn in Frizstak, Galicia. It was a lit t le city. It 

hk ~ mar ets and everything. We lived alon g side a sc ho ol. 

a ta ilor. His na me was Albert, my mother, Amelia. 

y fat h er 

re . embe r a monument of St. Florence which was near t h e sc hoo l. 

7 e u sed to p lay around this monument. 

_ g ot a job at Fritz Tailor Shop on Richmond St. It was the 

tiI'.l e of th e big blizzard March 12, --. I worked there f or fo u r 

v ea r s . At night time at ei gh t *t started to snow. We g o ~ up in 

~- e morning and we could not leave the h ouse to g o work. Nobody 

c ld get to wor k . We had sleds, pulled by horses to g et out. Whe n 

1J"e had t o g o up h ill another t eam of horses had t o be used. 

I wor k e d at Seitz ' H Hat factory on Blum St. for 20 years. At 

~his time I took an interest in undertakin g business. Vhile wor k ing, 

I ran the unde rtaking business. 

When I was a b oy about 16 I was the first Alt EU' Boy wri.en the 

Polish p e op le o r ganized t h eir church. They had the first mass 

on William St., called St. Mary's church. It wa s held in a hall. 

Fro m t h er e we moved to St. Peter e s church on Livin gs ton St. There 

w ha mass es every day. And then we b ought a Ba tist Churc h on 

Be l mon t Ave., ( To•day St. Stanislaw Parish). Next t o hat 

ias a tail or shop next door. The arish bou ght the tailor shop 

and ma e t ha t the first school for Polish chilqren and on to p of 
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that was where the priest lived. 

And then I mixed up in po litics. 

In 1889 we built the St. Stanislaw's Church. It still stands 

today. 

I belonged to the Republican Party on Jones St. There wa s 

no Democratic Party. I was one of the representatives an d I was 

treasurer. I was one of the organizers of the Pulaski Fife and 

Drum Corp s. 

We put up a slate. I put up for the clubhouse and upkeep. 

I paid f or the instructor. 

I wa s one of the organizers of the Polish Calvineers. And 

I belon ged to different organizations. My funeral parlor was on 

Livin gston St. 

At that time I was an office boy in a funeral home carryin g 

ice to b odies. We did not embalm them in those days. I had to 

help myself out. My father died when I was five. 

I'm married now 46 years. I met my wife on Lincoln St. I have 

six b oys and a g irl. 

I started in politics at the time of Grover Cleveland. Those 

were hard times. We had to go out and get soup in pails and one 

loaf of bread a day. 

I am a Democrat since the time of Roosevelt. Conditions were 

caused by l a ck of producti on. There was not en ough of food to go 

around. Today we can do the same thin g with 5 men that we did with 

a t housand men at that time. Inventions, that~ what mak es it. 

We used to go around with young fello ws. We went Christmas 

callin g and to parties. I used to take int ere s t in Polish shows. 

We used to run them in Krue g er's. ATil the youn g fellows used to 
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go out every day to iifferent places for enjoyment. 

When I joined the Democrats I have always been active in 

politics. They selected me to serve on the electi on for the 

Assembly and I was Legislator in 1932. When they ran us a second 

time we all got beat. 

I was a delegate to the l~th Amendment Repeal. I was a 

delegate to the ~ational Convention in Phila. Democratic Convention. 

I was one of the electors in this state in 1939. 

I ran for Sheriff in 193~. I was defea:9ed. There was a recount. 

I take part in all Democratic organizations an d do hard work. You 

try to do the right thing for them and they don't reco gnize them. 

I won't mention anything about money. I belong to all the Polish 
in 

organizations around here. I work in church services, Polish 

Church and American church. 

I belong to these organizations:­

Polish Calvineers. 

Pulaski Fife and Drum Corps. 

St. Casimirs. 

Polish Nat i onal Building and Loan Ass'n. 

St. Stanislaw's Benefit Society. 

White Eagles. 

Polish Falcons ( President 

John Sobeiski Soc. 

Kosciuszko Soc. 

St. Martins Soc. 

Wolnosz Benefit Ass'n. 

Holy Name Soc. 

Polish American Democratic Club. 
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Elks. 

Youn g ·v en add Ladies m.ucki Ass' n. 

I am t he owner of t he pro nerty of t he Young~ en add Ladies 

Ass'n. I b ouggt a Ru ss ian church and turn ed i t int o a club­

h ouse. 

I met my wife when I was 20 years old. Toget h er we us ed to 

go to different parties. That is how we met. 

I am in the undertakin g business 45 years. 

In the old days we put the bodies in the ice box the day b efore 

t he funeral and then put the body in the casket the next mornin g . 

I went to embalmin g school in New York. Af t er I got through sc ho ol­

in g and see my way I retired from -the factory where I was workin g 

and set up my own establishment. 

" l ha t made you go into politics? " 

Oh, for my pastime. I took an interest in it. 

" What did you do when you were a Leg islator?" 

'lell, I passed laws, what do youx thinkJ I worked for the 

Bill ap propria~ing money for the Pulaski Skyway. I hel p ed to 

pass law for Sons of Poland to organize outside of State. 

I ran for Freeholder in ·1934. Had no chance. 

"Do the Polish people alwa ys vote . for you? 11 

90% of Polish people are Democrats. They have given me all 

their sup port. I have always been loyal to them. 

"Tell me more about politics." 

In politics, we darsn't say anythin g out of school. 

I can't think now, to busy. 

Pro per way would be to do th i s from child hood up. 

I know I 1U the oldest Polish resident in Newark. 
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On Case# 3. 

He e ntered t h e Renouard Embalmin g School in New~r k . 

# 3 became the first Polish undert a ker and embal mer in Newar k 

or its vicinity. 

Alwa y s active in po litical circles,# 3 served in 1932 as 

a member of the ew 
1
ersey Legi s lature, is a member of the 

Democr~tic advisory board, was elected as a Democratic elector 

in 1936, and at present is the Polish Democratic l eader in 

Essex County. 




